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CHANGES    IN    SUNDAY   SCHOOL   PROCEDURE 
PROPOSED    BY   THE   COUNCIL   OF   THE   TWELVE 


January  15,  1937. 

TO  PRESIDENTS  OF  STAKES— 

Dear  Brethren: 

Difficulties  and  some  confusion  have  been 
reported  from  several  stakes  arising  out  of 
the  administration  of  the  present  plan  of 
holding  Priesthood  Activity  Meetings  follow- 
ing Sunday  School  classes  during  the  Sunday 
School  hour.  To  obviate  these  difficulties 
and  to  stimulate  the  work  of  the  priesthood 
quorums  it  has  been  decided  by  the  Council 
of  the  Twelve,  with  the  approval  of  the  First 
Presidency  and  the  concurrence  of  the  First 
Council  of  the  Seventy  and  after  consultation 
with  the  General  Sunday  School  Superin- 
tendency,  to  submit  to  the  stakes  the  follow- 
ing proposed  changes  in  the  procedure  of 
Sunday  morning: 

Monthly  Quorum  Meetings 

Monthly  quorum  meetings  of  the  Melchiz- 
edek  Priesthood  may  be  held  during  the  Sun- 
day School  hour,  following  the  opening  ex- 
ercises of  singing,  prayer,  singing,  and  the 
administration  of  the  sacrament, — on  the  last 
Sunday  of  each  month.  These  meetings  may 
be  continued  until  the  adjournment  of  the 
Sunday  School,  thus  providing  a  period  of 
approximately  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes 
within  which  to  transact  quorum  business 
and  carry  forward  a  program  of  study  and 
other  quorum  activities  as  may  be  provided. 
The  course  of  study  to  be  pursued  will  be  the 
Gospel  Doctrine  lesson  for  the  day  on  which 
the  quorum  meeting  is  held,  it  being  under- 
stood, however,  that  regular  quorum  business 
shall  take  precedence  over  all  other  matters. 


Quorum  officers  will  preside  and  quorums 
may  adjourn  without  returning  to  the  general 
assembly  of  the  Sunday  School.  It  will  be 
well,  however,  to  arrange  for  adjournment 
of  quorum  meetings  at  the  same  time  as  the 
adjournment  of  Sunday  School,  preferably 
at  the  sound  of  the  bell,  in  order  that  con- 
fusion may  be  avoided. 

In  wards  where  complete  quorums  of  El- 
ders and  Seventies  are  maintained  no  prob- 
lem of  transportation  of  quorum  members  to 
central  places  will  be  involved  but  in  the  case 
of  High  Priests  and  where  members  of  a 
Seventies  or  an  Elders  Quorum  reside  in  sev- 
eral wards,  it  will  become  necessary  for 
such  members  to  choose  one  of  the  several 
wards  in  which  they  reside  as  the  place  for 
their  monthly  quorum  meeting.  In  such  cases 
it  is  recommended  that  the  monthly  quorum 
meetings  be  distributed  among  the  wards 
of  the  stake,  that  is,  a  High  Priests 
Quorum  meeting  in  one  ward,  a  Seventies 
Quorum  meeting,  in  another  ward,  and 
an  Elders  Quorum  meeting  in  another 
ward  in  such  manner  as  to  provide,  if  prac- 
ticable, that  there  shall  be  a  quorum  of  Mel- 
chizedek  Priesthood  meeting  in  each  ward 
of  the  stake  on  each  last  Sunday.  This  will 
not  leave  any  ward  without  some  of  the 
higher  priesthood  in  attendance. 

Where  the  High  Priests  or  other  quorums 
of  Melchizedek  Priesthood  desire  to  continue 
monthly  quorum  meetings  already  established 
at  a  time  other  than  during  the  Sunday  School 
hour,  groups  of  these  quorums  residing  in 
the  several  wards  will  hold  group  meetings 
during  the  same  period  that  is  allotted  to 
the  quorums  of  Seventies  and  Elders. 
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Priesthood  Class  Work 

Members  of  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood 
on  each  Sunday  of  the  month,  excepting 
only  the  last  Sunday,  will  participate  in  the 
Sunday  School  Gospel  Doctrine  classes  for 
which  a  period  of  about  one  hour  and  five 
minutes  will  be  hereafter  provided.  It  is 
believed  that  with  the  extension  of  the  class 
period  and  the  provision  made  for  at  least 
a  limited  consideration  of  the  Gospel  Doc- 
trine lessons  during  the  monthly  quorum 
meeting,  the  class  work  of  the  priesthood 
will  receive  substantially  more  time  and  at- 
tention than  it  has  received  heretofore. 

Weekly  Assignment  and  Checking 

For  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  priesthood 
quorum  officers  to  make  their  assignments 
and  check  the  activities  of  members  and 
committees,  it  is  allowable  for  quorum  presi- 
dencies and  committee  chairmen  to  use  a  few 
minutes  if  necessary  at  the  beginning  of  each 
Gospel  Doctrine  class. 

Women  and  Girls 

The  General  Sunday  School  Board  will 
provide  on  the  last  Sunday  of  each  month, 
during  the  time  that  quorum  meetings  are 
held,  a  suitable  program  for  the  women. 

Aaronic  Priesthood 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the 
Presiding  Bishopric  to  hold  the  Priesthood 
Activity  Meeting  of  the  Lesser  Priesthood 
for  a  full  25-minute  period  preceding  the 
class  work  of  the  Sunday  School  instead  of 
following  the  class  work  as  at  present  pro- 
vided. 

The  brethren  of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
will  also  convene  in  a  monthly  meeting  on 
the  last  Sunday  of  each  month  at  the  same 
hour  when  the  brethren  of  the  Melchizedek 
Priesthood  are  meeting,  at  which  they  may 
transact  quorum  business,  attend  to  such 
matters  as  will  properly  come  before  them, 
it  being  understood  that  the  courses  of  study 
to  be  pursued  in  the  time  remaining  should 
be  the  Sunday  School  courses  for  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood  quorums. 

Detailed  Program  of  Exercises 

The  General  Sunday  School  Superintend- 
ency  will  send  a  letter  to  all  stake  super- 
intendencies  advising  of  the  changes  herein 
mentioned  and  giving  specific  directions  with 
reference  to  the  adjustment  of  the  Sunday 
School  program.  It  is  hoped  that  you  will 
confer  with  the  Stake  Sunday  School  super- 
intendent and  see  that  the  arrangements  are 
perfected.  It  is  expected  that  the  new  plan 
will  become  operative  as  soon  as  possible. 


Advantages 

It  is  hoped  that  the  adoption  of  the  fore- 
going plan  will  solve  a  number  of  problems 
which  are  now  found  to  exist  in  various  parts 
of  the  Church  and  be  helpful  in  the  following 
respects : 

First',  It  will  provide  a  more  convenient 
hour  for  the  monthly  quorum  meetings  of  the 
Melchizedek  Priesthood  which  has  always 
been  a  real  need  among  the  quorums. 

Second:  Monthly  stake  priesthood  union 
meetings,  relieved  of  the  necessity  of  making 
provision  in  their  programs  for  monthly  quo- 
rum meetings,  will  be  better  able  to  provide 
that  which  is  probably  their  chief  objective, 
namely,  training  for  the  officers  of  the  quo- 
rums that  quorum  officers  may  have  at 
least  equal  opportunities  to  learn  their  duties 
that  the  officers  of  our  auxiliary  organizations 
have  long  enjoyed.  We  feel  that  in  every 
stake  there  must  be  provided  adequate  fa- 
cilities for  the  training  of  quorum  presi- 
dencies. 

Third:  The  arrangement  should  obviate 
all  of  the  confusion  which  has  been  reported 
from  some  quarters  attending  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Sunday  School.  There  will  be 
no  classes  of  the  boys  of  the  Lesser  Priest- 
hood to  adjourn  at  a  time  so  nearly  approach- 
ing the  closing  of  Sunday  School  as  to  induce 
them  to  leave  the  school  without  participat- 
ing in  its  closing  exercises.  The  women  will 
also  be  provided  for  until  the  end  of  the 
school  period  and  the  quorums  of  the  Higher 
Priesthood  must  cooperate  in  helping  to 
maintain  orderly  closing  exercises. 

Fourth:  It  is  believed  that  if  bishops  will 
call  on  quorums  as  units  through  their  presid- 
ing officers  to  perform  service  in  the  ward 
such  as  block  teaching,  special  projects,  etc., 
these  assignments  would  tend  to  conserve  the 
integrity  of  the  quorum  and  make  the  mem- 
bers more  fully  appreciate  quorum  oppor- 
tunities for  service.  Emphasis  on  the  quo- 
rum integrity  and  unity  will  do  much  to 
accomplish  this  end.  If  a  bishop  sends  a 
message  to  the  quorum  through  the  quorum 
presidency,  he  helps  to  establish  respect  for 
the  presidency  and  enhances  their  influence. 

We  feel  confident  that  with  the  full  co- 
operation of  the  stake  presidents,  the  bishops, 
the  quorum  presidencies  and  the  Sunday 
School  officers,  the  foregoing  suggestions 
may  be  incorporated  in  the  program  of 
Church  activities  of  the  Sunday  forenoon 
with  great  profit  to  all  concerned. 
'  Sincerely  your  brethren, 

The  Council  of  the  Twelve, 
By  Rudger  Clawson, 

President. 
P.  S.  These  suggestions  have  been  approved 

by  the  Presiding  Bishopric. 


THE  NEW  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  PLAN 


To  Stake  and  Ward  Superintendents — 

President  Rudger  Clawson's  letter  to  Pres- 
idents of  stakes,  explaining  modifications 
which  may  be  made  in  the  Priesthood  Sunday 
School  arrangement  of  exercises,  states  that 
the  General  Sunday  School  Superintendency 
will  send  you  a  letter  "advising  of  the  changes 
herein  mentioned  and  giving  specific  direc- 
tions with  reference  to  the  adjustment  of  the 
Sunday  School  program": 

Accordingly  we  offer  the  following: 

No  changes  need  be  made  in  the  present 
opening  exercises  of  the  Sunday  School. 
They  should  be  carried  forward  as  recom- 
mended below: 

No  changes  need  be  made  in  the  present 
arrangements  for  the  Kindergarten  (including 
Cradle  Roll  classes) ,  Primary  or  Church  His- 
tory departments,  or  in  the  Junior  Sunday 
School  procedure. 

Time  schedule: 

Preliminary  devotional  music,  from  3  to  5  min- 
utes before  10  o'clock. 
10  a.  m.  school  begins. 
Notices  and  announcements.      (Not  to  exceed 

4  minutes). 
Opening  Song  (4  minutes) . 
Prayer    (2  minutes). 
Sacramental  Service  (including  Song,  prelude, 

gem,    postlude    and    administration    of    the 

sacrament — not  to  exceed  15  minutes). 
Two   2l/2    minute   talks.      (Not   to  exceed    5 

minutes. ) 
Singing  practice.     (10  minutes.) 
The  exercises  to  this  point  should  not  require 

more  than  40  minutes. 
Marching  to  departments.     (Not  to  exceed  5 

minutes. ) 
Uniform  Departmental  Session,  one  full  hour 

and  five  minutes.     ( 1 0 :  45  to  1 1 :  50  a.  m. ) 
Marching  to  re-assembly.      (Not  to  exceed  5 

minutes. ) 
Re-assembly  exercises:     Song  and  Benediction 

(5  minutes.) 

On  the  last  Sunday  of  the  month,  the  time 
for  the  monthly  Priesthood  Quorum  Meet- 
ings, only  one  change  need  be  made  in  the 
order   of   exercises   given   above,   and  that 


change  affects  only  the  Melchizedek  Priest- 
hood, that  is:  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood 
quorums  convene  in  the  monthly  quorum 
meetings  at  10:45  and  remain  for  one  full 
hour  and  fifteen  minutes,  when  they  may 
dismiss  from  their  departments.  In  all  other 
respects  the  above  schedule  of  exercises  ap- 
plies on  the  last  Sunday  of  the  month. 

The  class  period  of  one  hour  and  five  min- 
utes is  to  be  used  as  follows: 

For  Aaronic  Priesthood  and  girls  of  cor- 
responding ages; 

Deacons 

First  25  minutes — Priesthood  activity. 
Remaining    40    minutes — Sunday  School 
class  work. 

Girls  12,  13  and  14  years  of  age 

Full  1  hour  and  five  minutes  Sunday  School 
class  work. 


Teachers 

First  25  minutes — Priesthood  activity. 
Remaining    40    minutes — Sunday  School 
class  work. 

Girls  15  and  16  years  of  age 

Full  1  hour  and  five  minutes  Sunday  School 
class  work. 


Priesst 

First  25  minutes — Priesthood  activity. 
Remaining    40    minutes — Sunday  School 
class  work. 

Girls  17  and  18  years  of  age 

Full  1  hour  and  five  minutes  Sunday  School 
class  work. 


For  Melchizedek  Priesthood  and  women: 

Every  Sunday  except  the  last  Sunday. 
(Program  for  which  please  see  below.) 

Missionary  Training: 

Young  Elders  and  young  women  19  and 
20  years  of  age.  For  Priesthood  business 
and  Sunday  School  class  work,  65  minutes, 
every  Sunday  except  the  last. 


THE  INSTRUCTOR:     ORGAN  OF  THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS   OF  THE  CHURCH   OF 

JESUS  CHRIST  OF  LATTER-DAY  SAINTS 


President  Heber  J.  Grant 
Editor 


George  D.  Pyper 
Associate  Editor 


Albert  Hamer  Reiser 
Business  Manager 


Publishers:  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union,  50  North  Main  Street,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  Published  the  first  of  every 
month  at  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah.  Price  $1.20  per  year,  payable  in  advance.  Entered  at  the  Post  Office.  Salt  Lake  City,  as 
Second  Class  matter.  Acceptable  for  mailing  at  special  rate  of  postage  provided  for  in  Section  1103.  Act  of  October  3,  1917. 
authorized  on  July  8,  1928.    Copyrighted  1937,  by  Heber  J.  Grant,  for  the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union  Board. 


50 


THE  INSTRUCTOR 


Fe.btua.ty.  1937 


Gospel  Doctrine  Classes. 

Elders  Section; 

Elders  and  women — For  Priesthood  busi- 
ness and  Sunday  School  class  work,  65  min- 
utes every  Sunday  except  the  last. 

Seventies  Section: 

Seventies  and  women— For  Priesthood 
business  and  Sunday  School  class  work,  65 
minutes,  every  Sunday  except  the  last. 

High  Priests  Section; 

High  Priests  and  women — For  Priesthood 
business  and  Sunday  School  class  work,  65 
minutes,  every  Sunday  except  the  last. 

Melchizedek  Priesthood  Departmental  Period 
on  the  Last  Sunday  of  the  Month — Mel- 
chizedek Monthly  Priesthood  Quorum 
Meetings; 

This  period  for  the  monthly  Priesthood 
quorum  meetings  of  the  Melchizedek 
Priesthood  should  begin  at  10:45  a.m.  on 
the  last  Sunday,  and  continue  for  one  hour 
and  fifteen  minutes  bringing  the  time  for  dis- 
missal from  the  respective  departments  of 
the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  at  12  noon.  The 
program  for  the  quorums  of  the  Melchizedek 
Priesthood  will  be  suggested  in  the  Second 
Quarterly  "Quorum  Bulletin— Gospel  Doc- 
trine Sunday  School  lessons."  Also  see  the 
second  paragraph  of  President  Clawson's 
letter  titled  "Monthly  Quorum  Meetings." 

On  the  last  Sunday,  when  the  department- 
al period  following  the  usual  Sunday  School 
opening  exercises,  is  given  over  to  the  Priest- 
hood for  the  monthly  quorum  meetings  of 
one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes  duration,  the 
Melchizedek  Priesthood  Quorums  may  or 
may  not  reassemble  for  closing  exercises  with 
the  other  Sunday  School  classes.  All  other 
Sunday  School  classes  including  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood  Quorums  (which  on  this  day  will 
utilize  the  regular  departmental  period  of 
one  hour  and  five  minutes  for  the  monthly 
Aaronic  Priesthood  Quorum  Meetings), 
should  reassemble  as  on  the  other  Sundays 
for  closing  exercises. 

While  the  brethren  of  the  Priesthood  are 
in  monthly  quorum  meetings  during  the  de- 
partmental period  on  the  last  Sunday,  the 
girls  of  Aaronic  Priesthood  ages,  and  the 
women  who  on  other  Sundays  meet  in  the 
Missionary  Training  and  Gospel  Doctrine 
sections  with  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood, 
will  meet  in  their  respective  Sunday  School 
classes  and  study  for  the  full  hour  and  five 
minute  class  period,  the  regular  Sunday 
School  lessons.  On  this  day,  however,  these 
lessons  will  be  treated  in  such  a  way  as  to 


stress  and  clarify  the  special  interests  and 
opportunities  of  girls  and  women.  In  view 
of  the  fact  that  a  portion  of  the  time  of 
the  Melchizedek  and  Aaronic  Priesthood 
Monthly  Quorum  Meetings  may  be  devoted 
to  a  consideration  of  the  Sunday  School 
lesson  for  the  day,  the  continuity  of  study 
of  these  lessons  need  not  be  broken  and  the 
fact  that  the  girls'  and  women's  classes  are 
studying  the  regular  lessons  on  the  last  Sun- 
day, separate  from  the  boys  and  men,  will 
keep  both  groups  on  the  same  lesson,  with 
the  result  that  when  the  classes  join  again 
on  the  following  Sunday,  they  will  be  on 
schedule.  In  the  event  that  the  lesson  for 
the  last  Sunday  is  not  considered  by  the 
Priesthood  classes  it  should  be  assigned  for 
home  reading  only,  and  the  next  lesson  taken 
up  the  following  Sunday. 

The  twenty-five  minute  period  in  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  classes  for  Priesthood 
work  will  be  conducted  under  the  direction 
of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  supervisors.  The 
remainder  of  the  class  period  will  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  Sunday  School  teachers 
of  these  classes.  During  this  latter  period 
the  Sunday  School  lessons  will,  of  course, 
be  taught.  The  Sunday  School  teachers 
will  be  present  in  these  classes  during  the 
entire-  period. 

Where  class  room  facilities  are  adequate, 
the  classes  of  Deacons,  Teachers  and 
Priests  may  each  be  assigned  to  occupy 
separate  rooms.  These  classes  may  also 
meet  for  the  entire  Priesthood  Sunday  School 
class  period  of  one  hour  and  five  minutes 
separate  from  the  girls  of  corresponding  ages. 
The  girls  in  this  event,  should  also  have  sep- 
arate class  rooms  for  each  class  of  the  A. 
B,  and  C  Departments.  In  these  separate 
girls'  classes,  the  Sunday  School  lessons  will 
be  taught  for  the  entire  period  of  one  hour 
and  five  minutes. 

In  some  schools  it  may  not  be  possible 
to  provide  six  rooms  for  the  three  Aaronic 
Priesthood  quorums  and  the  three  Sunday- 
School  classes  of  girls  of  corresponding  ages. 
Where  only  five  rooms  for  these  classes  are 
available,  the  B  and  C  department  girls 
should  meet  together  for  the  first  25  minute 
period  and  then  the  C  department  girls 
should  join  the  Priests  for  the  remaining  40 
minutes  of  Sunday  School  class.  The  B  de- 
partment girls  then  study  their  Sunday 
School  lesson  by  themselves  or  they,  too, 
may  join  the  Teachers  for  the  remaining  40 
minute  period  and  study  Sunday  School  les- 
sons in  a  co-educational  group. 

In  wards  where  only  four  rooms  are  avail- 
able for  boys  and  girls  of  the  Aaronic  Priest- 
hood ages,  it  will  be  necessary  to  group  the 
girls  from  12  to  18  years  of  age  in  one  group 
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for  the  first  25  minutes,  at  the  conclusion  of 
which  the  B  department  girls  will  j6in  the 
Teachers  and  the  C  department  girls  will 
join  the  Priests  for  a  study  of  their  respec- 
tive Sunday  School  lessons,  allowing  the  A 
department  girls  to  occupy  the  room  alone 
for  their  40  minute  Sunday  School  lesson 
period.  This  procedure  should  be  followed 
on  all  Sundays  of  the  month  to  safeguard 
the  girls  of  the  B  and  C  departments  from 
the  loss  of  one  Sunday  School  lesson  each 
month. 

In  rooms  where  it  is  necessary  to  use  cur- 
tains to  partition,  arrangements  should  be 
made  for  this  minimum  number  of  four 
groups  of  lesser  Priesthood  age. 

For  the  25  minute  special  class  for  girls, 
referred  to  above,  lessons  on  subjects  of 
vital  concern  to  the  girls  will  be  provided 
in  the  second  and  subsequent  quarterlies  with 
the  lesson  helps  for  teachers  in  The  Instruc- 
tor*.. A  teacher  should  be  provided  for  this 
special  class.  For  the  first  quarter  of  1937 
the  regular  women's  department  lessons  al- 
ready published  for  February  and  March, 
1937,  on  the  Standard  Works  of  the 
Church,  will  constitute  the  lessons  for  this 
special  class. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  provide  a  teacher 
for  the  women's  section  of  the  Gospel  Doc- 
trine class  which  meets  while  the  brethren 
of  the  Gospel  Doctrine  classes  are  in  their 
monthly  quorum  meetings  on  the  last  Sun- 
day of  the  month.  For  this  last  Sunday  for 
the  women,  a  special  adaptation  of  the  regu- 
lar Gospel  Doctrine  lesson  for  that  Sunday, 
with  special  emphasis  on  women's  interest 
will  be  provided,  in  a  special  women's  sec- 
tion of  the  Gospel  Doctrine  Quarterly  with 
helps  for  the  teachers  in  The  Instructor*  The 
young  women  of  the  Missionary  Training 
department  may  meet  with  the  women  of 
the  Gospel  Doctrine  department  on  the  last 
Sunday  or  they  may  meet  as  a  women's  sec- 
tion of  the  Missionary  Training  class. 

We  are  assured  by  the  General  Authori- 
ties that,  if  men  holding  the  Melchizedek 
Priesthood  serve  as  officers  or  teachers  in 
the    Sunday   School,   one   of  the    superin- 


tendency  and  the  teachers  may  remain  at 
their  posts  of  duty  in  the  Sunday  School 
on  the  last  Sunday,  the  monthly  Priesthood 
quorum  meeting  day,  and  that  they  will  be 
excused  from  attendance  at  the  monthly 
meetings  of  their  quorums  on  that  day,  except 
where  the  quorums  decide  not  to  hold  the 
monthly  quorum  meeting  during  the  Sunday 
School  hour,  but  to  continue  to  meet  at 
some  other  hour  as  at  present.  In  the  latter 
event,  the  Sunday  School  officers  and  teach- 
ers, who  hold  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood, 
should,  of  course,  attend  the  meetings  of 
their  quorums  faithfully. 

It  will  be  seen  that  as  a  result  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  foregoing  arrangement,  separate 
women's  department  classes  now  meeting 
during  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  weekly 
quorum  activity  period  will  be  discontinued. 
The  sisters  will,  under  the  foregoing  plan, 
hereafter  meet  with  the  brethren  for  the  en- 
tire departmental  period  of  one  hour  and 
five  minutes,  every  Sunday  but  the  last,  a 
few  minutes  in  the  fore  part  of  which  period 
may  be  devoted  to  necessary  Priesthood 
business. 

The  General  Superintendency  recommends 
that  the  meeting  of  ward  and  stake  Sunday 
School  officers,  and  teachers  at  the  conven- 
tions originally  scheduled  for  1  o'clock  be 
restored  to  give  opportunity  to  Sunday 
School  workers  to  discuss  with  representa- 
tives of  the  General  Board  various  aspects 
of  the  foregoing  recommendations. 

We  earnestly  appeal  to  Sunday  School 
workers  everywhere  to  devote  themselves 
with  characteristic  Sunday  School  loyalty, 
enthusiasm  and  good-will  to  the  perfection 
of  this  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Sunday  School  and  the  strengthening  of  the 
Priesthood. 

Sincerely  your  brethren, 

Deseret  Sunday  School  Union  Board, 

GEORGE  D.  PYPER, 
MILTON  BENNION, 
GEORGE  R.  HILL, 
General  Superintendency. 
A.  HAMER  REISER, 
General  Secretary. 
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FROM  THE  DESK  OF  THE 

GENERALSUPERINTENDENCY 


THE  NEW  PRIESTHOOD-SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  PLAN 

Presidents  and  Sunday  School  Superin- 
tendents of  the  stakes  have  already  received 
the  letters  from  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
and  General  Superintendency  published  in 
this  issue  of  The  Instructor,  concerning  the 
new  Priesthood-Sunday  School  plan.  This, 
however,  will  be  the  first  opportunity  afford- 
ed our  local  superintendents  to  study  the 
changes  proposed.  It  will  need  some  in- 
genious planning  in  many  wards,  to  meet 
the  housing  requirements  and  to  make  the 
necessary  adjustments.  We  suggest  that 
superintendents  carefully  study  the  letters 
and  take  ample  time  to  put  the  changes  in 
operation.  Do  not  be  in  too  great  a  hurry. 
Follow  the  advise  of  David  Crockett — "Be 
sure  you  are  right,  then  go  ahead." 

More  Teachers  Needed 

Since  the  regular  Gospel  Doctrine  teach- 
ers will  probably  be  teaching  the  Gospel 
Doctrine  class  lessons  to  their  quorums  on 
the  last  Sunday  of  the  month,  superintend- 
ents are  urged  to  see  that  one  or  more  as- 
sistant Gospel  Doctrine  class  teachers  are 
appointed  to  teach  the  women's  class  on 
that  Sunday  and  to  give  such  other  assist- 
ance as  the  class  shall  require. 

Teachers  for  the  Special  Girls'  Classes 

In  wards  in  which  fewer  than  six  rooms 
are  available  for  the  three  Aaronic  Priest- 
hood departments  and  the  three  correspond- 
ing  girls'   classes,   the   teacher  or  teachers 


of  the  former  women's  departments  should  be 
transferred  to  the  "girls'  "  department  or  de- 
partments, to  teach  the  "girls'  "  lessons  dur- 
ing the  time  the  boys  are  in  their  respective 
priesthood  activity  meetings. 

Board  Member  to  be  Transferred 

It  is  recommended  that  the  person  on  the 
Stake  Board  who  formerly  directed  the 
women's  department  for  the  board  be  now 
transferred  to  the  "girls'  "  department  of  the 
board. 


MORE  NAMES  FOR  THE  1936  DIME 
FUND  HONOR  ROLL 

San  Diego  District — California  Mission, 
North  Park,  Allen  J.  Greenig. 
National  City,  C.  Lynn  Willardson. 
East  San  Diego,  Ren  D.  Stewart. 
San  Diego,  Earl  Haws. 
Bramley,  Delbert  Lunceford. 
Yuma. 
Logan  Heights,  Le  Foy  Swain. 

South  Arizona  District* 

Bisbee. 

Emery  Stake* 

Lawrence,  Luther  Thomas. 

Salt  Lake  Stake* 

14th,  16th,  19th,  22nd,  24th,  Center  and 
Capitol  Hill  Wards. 

North  Sanpete* 

Salina. 


TWO-AND-A-HALF-MINUTE  TALKS 


II.  STAGE  FRIGHT 

I  suppose  that  every  person  suffers  from 
stage  fright  the  first  few  times  he  stands 
before  an  audience.  The  great  orators  of 
the  past — men  like  Webster — have  often 
declared  that  their  first  public  speaking  ef- 
forts were  handicapped  by  fear.  Every  per- 
son as  he  stands  before  his  first  audience 
must  decide  whether  he  will  master  the  feel- 
ing of  terror  which  grips  him  and  makes  his 
mind  blank,  or  whether  the  feeling  will 
master  him. 

Platform  fear  is  due  to  a  number  of  fac- 
tors. The  new  experience  of  standing  before 
an  audience  and  having  attention  centered  on 
one,  causes  it.  All  of  us  are  often  frightened 
of  unfamiliar  situations.  Concern  about  the 
impression  we  will  make  on  our  listeners 
sometimes  causes  it.  Knowledge  of  the  fact 
that  we  are  not  well  prepared  is  a  great 
contributing  factor.     An  inferiority  complex 


or  lack  of  self-confidence  is  often  responsi- 
ble. 

The  important  thing  for  us  to  remember 
about  platform  fear  is  that  it  is  all  mental 
and  can  be  abolished  at  least  to  a  point 
where  it  does  not  interfere  with  speaking 
if  we  so  will.  The  best  remedy  is  to  be 
well  prepared — to  know  your  message  and  be 
enthused  about  it.  When  one  is  sure  of 
what  he  is  saying  he  gets  self-confidence  and 
courage.  While  standing  before  your  audi- 
ence, relax.  Fear  and  stiff  muscles  usually 
always  go  together.  Relax  your  muscles  and 
inhale  to  a  capacity  a  few  times  before  going 
to  the  platform  and  much  composure  is  ob- 
tainable. Then  speak  with  fire  and  enthusi- 
asm. The  fearful  speaker  usually  uses  his 
body  very  little,  while  he  should  really  use  it 
a  lot  and  make  strong  gestures  until  he  has 
enough  self-confidence  to  be  unafraid  of  a 
speaking  situation. 


Lento.   (In  slow  motion.) 


Prelude 


Willy  Reske. 
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SACRAMENT  GEM  FOR  APRIL,  1937 

(Deseret  Sunday  School  Songs,  No,  107) 

"We'll  sing  all  hail  to  Jesus'  Name, 

And  praise  and  honor  give 
To  Him  who  bled  on  Calv'rys  hill, 

And  died  that  we  might  live, 
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ALONZO  A.  HINCKLEY 

AN  INCIDENT  AND  A  PROPHECY 


Millard  Stake  had  just  closed  its  quarterly 
conference.  It  was  the  first  one  since  the 
new  president,  Alonzo  A.  Hinckley  had  been 
installed.     That  was  back  in   1903,  thirty- 


Alonzo  A.  Hinckley 
Born  April  23,  1870.   Died  Dec.  26,  1936 

four  years  ago,  and  the  new  officer  was 
succeeding  his  father.  He  was  in  his  thirty- 
third  year. 

Elder  Hinckley  had  been  born  in  Cove, 
Utah.  He  had  lived  in  Millard  county  all 
his  life,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  in 
Holland,  where  he  was  a  missionary  for  the 
Church.  His  father,  Ira  N.  Hinckley,  had 
helped  to  build  Fort  Laramie  years  before 
Alonzo's  birth,  and  always  turned  his  best 
horses  and  cattle  in  as  tithing,  instead  of  the 
poorest.  Alonzo  had  graduated  in  the  priest- 
hood, having  missed  only  one  degree — that 
of  elder.  One  of  his  main  qualifications  for 
president  was  his  ability  to  settle  disputes. 
For  always,  if  he  could  get  two  disputants 
together,  he  could  bring  them  to  the  point 
where  they  would  shake  hands  and  be 
friends.  "Blessed  are  the  peacemakers,  for 
they  shall  see  God." 

It  happened  also  that,  in  Millard  Stake, 
there  lived  a  man  named  John  Ashman.  John 
Ashman  wore  a  beard,  had  come  from  Eng- 
land, and  usually  taught  one  of  the  classes 
in  the  lesser  priesthood,  where  he  told  stories 
up  to  the  most  interesting  point  and  then 
said,  "We  will  finish  the  story  next  time." 
Another  of  his  religious  duties  was  to  give 


patriarchal  blessings.  Usually  people  came 
to  him  for  this  purpose,  but  sometimes  he 
went  to  them.  He  earned  his  living  by  white- 
washing fences  and  houses  and  other  build- 
ings, when  they  needed  it. 

At  this  particular  quarterly  conference 
Patriarch  Ashman  was  present.  He  was 
more  than  present.  For,  while  President 
Hinckley  was  officiating  in  his  new  calling, 
Brother  Ashman's  patriarchal  spirit  mani- 
fested itself.  He  saw  more  than  met  the 
eye.  After  the  close  of  the  meeting  the 
Patriarch  asked  the  President  if  he  would 
not  stay  for  a  few  minutes.  "I  want  to  give 
you  a  blessing,"  he  explained.  Although 
Brother  Hinckley  thought  the  request  some- 
what odd,  and  although  he  was  in  a  hurry 
to  get  home,  yet  he  consented  to  stay.  This 
occurred  at  Fillmore,  and  the  President  lived 
at  Deseret,  some  miles  away.  President 
Hinckley,  Patriarch  Ashman,  and  George  A. 
Seaman,  one  of  the  counselors  in  the  Stake 
Presidency,  retired  to  a  room  by  themselves, 
where  they  would  not  be  disturbed.  And 
under  these  circumstances  a  blessing  was 
given  to  the  new  president. 

The  blessing  was  even  more  extraordinary 
than  the  request.  Said  the  patriarch,  among 
other  things:  "If  you  continue  to  labor  with 
the  zeal  you  have  started  in  with,  you  will  be 
numbered  with  the  Twelve  Apostles  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

That,  remember,  was  back  in  1903. 

Time  passed.  Elder  Hinckley  remained 
president  of  the  Millard  Stake  for  many 
years.  Then  he  moved  to  Salt  Lake  City, 
to  take  an  office  under  the  State  government. 
Finally  he  was  called  to  preside  over  the 
California  mission. 

Meantime,  he  paid  no  particular  attention 
to  the  blessing.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he 
was  inclined  to  believe  it  to  have  originated 
in  a  strong  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Patri- 
arch, rather  than  dictated  by  the  Spirit.  Patri- 
arch Ashman  had  taught  him  for  many  years 
in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood,  he  had  liked  him 
and  praised  him  as  one  of  the  good  boys  in 
the  ward,  and  it  was  only  natural  that  his 
teacher  should  desire  blessing  for  him  of  a 
signal  character.  Indeed,  at  the  time  the 
blessing  was  given  President  Hinckley  re- 
quested the  Patriarch  to  say  nothing  about 
the  matter  to  any  one.  President  Hinckley 
himself  never  mentioned  it  to  even  his  wife 
or  any  member  of  his  family. 
(Continued  on  page  56) 


SECRETARIES 


Albert  Hamer  Reiser,  General  Secretary 


STATEMENT   OF  INDEBTEDNESS 

For  the  purpose  of  discovering  whether 
your  Sunday  School  is  making  any  progress 
in  discharging  its  obligation  to  teach  the 
Gospel  to  all  Latter-day  Saints,  let's  adopt 
a  simple  bookkeeping  device. 

On  the  debit  or  "charge"  side  of  the 
ledger  let  us  show  the  full  extent  of  your 
obligation;  that  is,  the  entire  ward  popula- 
tion. 

Then  on  the  credit  side,  let  us  enter  the 
proper  items  to  be  subtracted  from  that  ob- 
ligation. First,  you  may  take  credit  for  the 
number  of  names  on  the  excused  roll.  Next, 
for  the  number  of  names  on  the  cradle  roll. 
Then  for  the  number  representing  the  aver- 
age attendance. 

Now  add  up  these  "credit"  items. 

Then  subtract  the  credit  side  from  the 
debit  side  and  you  have  a  figure  representing 
the  measure  of  your  present  obligation.  Do 
this  periodically;  weekly,  or  monthly  and 
chart  the  result.  Let  the  executive  officers 
see  by  this  means  whether  they  are  suc- 
ceeding or  failing  in  meeting  their  obliga- 
tions. 

Example*  Debit 

Ward  population 500 

500 
Credit 

Excused  Roll  20 

Cradle  Roll 30 

Average  Attendance  200 

Total  Debt  Paid  250 

Balance — Debt  Unpaid  250 

500 

A  CENTURY  OF  L.  D,  S-  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  HISTORY 

We  are  going  to  write  a  book.  "We" 
are  the  Sunday  School  workers  now  living 
who  will  be  alive  in  1949  and  our  associates 
at  that  time. 

The  book  we  shall  write,  whatever  its 
title,  will  tell  the  interesting  story  of  "A 
Century  of  Latter-day  Saint  Sunday  School 
History."  It  will  be  supremely  interesting 
because  it  will  reveal  the  unselfish  and  de- 
voted labors  of  tens  of  thousands  of  the  best 


people  who  ever  lived.  Among  them  will 
be  included  hundreds  of  musicians,  doctors, 
lawyers,  engineers,  teachers,  business  men, 
farmers,  scientists,  mothers,  young  men  and 
women.  Numbered  among  them  will  be 
poets,  authors,  composers,  judges,  governors, 
senators,  mayors,  public  officials  of  all  kinds, 
people  in  positions  of  trust  and  honor  in 
every  walk  of  life. 

As  you  read  this  story,  you  will  be  in- 
terested greatly  upon  finding  in  it  recogni- 
tion given  to  hundreds  of  your  relatives  and 
friends. 

This  history  is  now  being  assembled  by 
Sunday  School  secretaries  who  are  compiling 
Abridged  Histories  of  the  Sunday  Schools 
from  1900  to  1949. 

The  story  is  already  written  and  pub- 
lished for  the  period  1 849  to  1 899.  See  "The 
Jubilee  History  of  Latter-day  Saint  Sunday 
Schools." 

Please  everyone  help  the  Sunday  School 
secretaries  to  get  all  the  facts  about  your 
service  and  the  service  of  your  relatives 
and  friends  in  the  Sunday  Schools  of  the 
Church. 

If  you  have  any  information,  please  volun- 
teer to  give  it  to  the  secretary.  If  you  want 
to  learn  what  information  is  already  avail- 
able, ask  the  secretary. 

One  stake,  Salt  Lake,  the  stake  with  the 
biggest  task  in  the  Church,  has  already  com- 
pleted its  history  from  1849  to  date.  That 
record  includes  the  story  of  all  the  Sunday 
Schools  that  have  ever  been  in  Salt  Lake 
Stake  at  any  time,  even  when  Salt  Lake 
Stake  included  all  of  Salt  Lake  County.  The 
story  of  each  of  these  schools  covers  the 
period  during  which  each  was  a  Salt  Lake 
Stake  school.  Whenever  a  new  stake  was 
organized  and  certain  schools  were  taken 
into  the  new  stake  the  Salt  Lake  Stake  record 
for  that  school  ended  and  its  subsequent 
history  should  therefore  be  found  in  the 
Abridged  History  of  the  new  stake. 

Accordingly  the  following  stakes  will  con- 
tinue to  tell  the  story  for  the  schools  origin- 
ally included  in  Salt  Lake  Stake:  Ensign, 
Pioneer,  Liberty,  Bonneville,  Granite,  High- 
land, Grant,  Wells,  Cottonwood,  Oquirrh, 
East  Jordan  and  West  Jordan. 

Packed  into  the  Salt  Lake  Stake  history 
is  a  gripping  interest  which  combines  the 
fascination  of  an  old  family  album,  a  library 
of  telephone  books,  a  city  directory,  a  Who's 
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Who,  numerous  biographies,  the  daily  news- 
papers, magazines  and  an  authentic  history 
of  long-sustained,  enthusiastic,  unstinted  loy- 
alty to  the  glorious  cause  of  sharing  the  love 
of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  with  tens  of 
thousands. 

If  you  want  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the 


value  and  interest  of  the  story  to  be  told  in 
1949,  browse  through  the  "Jubilee  History 
of  the  Sunday  Schools"  published  in  1899 
and  read  what  it  has  to  say  about  your 
Sunday  School,  or  the  school  from  which 
yours  was  organized,  or  look  for  the  names 
of  your  relatives,  friends  and  ancestors. 


LIBRARIES 


General  Board  Committee:     A.  Hamer  Reiser,  Chairman; 
Horace  H.  Cummings  and  T.  Albert  Hooper 


The  Soul's  Fire,  by  Jeremiah  Stokes.  Sut- 
ton House,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  291  pp.  $2.75. 

Of  late  years  we  have  had  an  increasing 
number  of  stories  based  on  Mormonism.  Here 
is  another,  and  by  a  home  author. 

The  Northrops  are  a  married  couple  in 
England.  Roger  is  a  lawyer,  and  both  are 
educated.  They  have  four  children.  They 
are  happy  till  Ann  learns  of  Mormonism 
and  begins  to  investigate  it.  In  the  end  they 
separate,  she  taking  the  children.  With  some 
neighbors,  also  converts,  Ann  leaves  for 
Nauvoo,  Illinois,  just  as  the  Saints  are  about 
to  go  West.  On  the  Plains  one  of  the  chil- 
dren dies,  and  appears  to  Roger  in  a  dream. 
He  is  converted  to  the  Faith,  looks  up  his 
wife,  and  rejoins  her  in  Salt  Lake  City,  then 
just  settled. 

In  his  preface  the  author,  referring  to  the 


Mormon  pioneers  says:  "Tragic,  too,  were 
the  beginnings  of  these  valiant  pioneers,  full 
of  self-denial,  toils,  grief,  and  toll  of  death. 
But  they  lived  and  labored  not  in  vain,  for 
from  the  foundations  they  laid  in  faith  and 
love  for  all  mankind,  the  mighty  empire  of 
the  golden  west  arose.  It  is  of  these  immortal 
benefactors  of  the  race,  that  this,  my  story, 
tells.  No  point  is  made  of  what  they  taught 
or  how  they  worshiped;  but  only  of  how  they 
lived  and  loved,  of  what  they  accomplished, 
and  of  how  they  struggled  through  the  years 
against  the  odds  that  constantly  beset  their 
path.  .  .  .  The  historical  events  are  sub- 
stantially correct  without  exaggeration  and 
the  true  names  of  principals  are  used." 

It  is  a  good  story  and  well  told.  In  places 
it  becomes  very  dramatic.  Jeremiah  Stokes 
should  do  more  of  this  sort  of  thing. 


Books  are  the  true  levelers.    They  give  to  all  who  faithfully  use  them 
the  society,  the  spiritual  presence  of  the  best  and  greatest  of  our  race. 

— Channing. 


ALONZO  A.  HINCKLEY 

(Continued  from  page  54) 


In  the  year  1934,  thirty-one  years  after 
the  blessing,  Elder  Hinckley  was  called  to 
be  one  of  the  Twelve  Apostles. 

Says  Brother  Seaman,  who  took  down  the 
blessing:  "I  acted  as  scribe,  and  felt  the  in- 
spiration that  prompted  the  words  of  the 
blessing.  I  have  waited  patiently  for  their 
fulfilment,  knowing  that  you  [Elder  Hinck- 
ley] have  unceasingly  followed  the  admoni- 


tion therein  given,  and  by  your  labors  merited 
those  blessings,  and  even  greater  ones."  This 
was  said  in  a  letter  to  Elder  Hinckley  after 
he  was  made  an  Apostle. 

After  his  call  to  the  Apostleship  Elder 
Hinckley  said  to  one  of  his  sons,  "I  feel 
as  if  I  would  like  to  go  down  on  my  knees 
to  Brother  Ashman  and  ask  his  forgiveness 
for  doubting,  even  for  a  moment,  his  in- 
spiration as  he  gave  me  that  blessing." 
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PRACTICE  SONG,  NO.  41 

The  song,  "JosePn  Smith's  First  Pray- 
er," to  be  studied  in  the  March  Union 
Meetings  and  used  as  the  practice  song  in 
the  Sunday  Schools  during  April. 


Appropriate  Music  For  Special  Occasions. 

If  music  has  one  great  power  that  sur- 
passes all  others  it  is  the  fact  that  it  is  won- 
derfully stimulating  to  the  emotions,  and  is 
therefore  an  important  factor  in  giving  em- 
phasis to  programs  arranged  for  special  oc- 
casions. 

Ask  yourself  the  question,  Why  do  we 
have  special  occasions?  One  answer  might 
be  as  follows:  to  concentrate  on  events  and 
to  develop  us  emotionally  along  certain  lines. 
If  this  answer  is  reasonably  correct  and  if 
music  has  the  power  that  most  of  us  attribute 
to  it,  is  it  not  extremely  important  to  choose 
music  with  the  utmost  care  for  all  occasions? 

This'  month's  song  fits  in  equally  well  for 
several  occasions.  The  principal  ones  would 
be :  A  theme  on  the  restoration  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ;  prayer;  the  divinity  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  personality  of  God  the  Father 
and  the  Son;  Joseph  Smith  the  modern  proph- 
et who  saw  God,  the  Father  and  the  Son. 

Some  of  the  special  occasions  where  music 
can  play  a  very  important  part  with  a  few 
suggestions  as  to  appropriate  music  follow: 

Mother's  Day  can  be  glorified  by  using 
such  music  as  "O  My  Father"  with  special 
emphasis  on  the  third  verse;  Song  No.  184, 
"Oh  I  Had  Such  a  Pretty  Dream,  Mama." 
"Mother  Macree"  is  also  very  effective  as  a 
solo  or  quartette  number.  Antoin  Dvorak's 
"Songs  My  Mother  Taught  Me"  is  a  very 
lovely  number;  however,  it  requires  more 
than  ordinary  ability  to  do  it  effectively. 

Flag  Day  could  be  emphasized  by  using 
the  patriotic  songs  of  the  country  in  which 
your  school  is  located. 

Independence  Day  should  be  emphasized 
by  using  some  of  our  patriotic  songs.  One 
very  fine  hymn  that  could  be  used  more  than 
it  has  been  used  in  the  past  is  "The  American 
Hymn"  by  Matthias  Keller,  the  first  verse 
reads  as  follows: 
Speed  our  Republic  of  Father  on  High! 
Lead  us  in  pathways  of  justice  and  right! 
Rulers  as  well  as  the  ruled  one  and  all, 
Girdle  with  virtue  the  armor  of  might! 


Hail  three  times — hail  to  our  country  and 
flag! 

Pioneer  Day  could  be  emphasized  in  Utah 
by  using  our  own  song,  "Utah,  We  Love 
Thee,"  by  our  beloved  Evan  Stephens.  Also 
"Utah,  the  Queen  of  the  West,"  "Utah,  the 
Star  of  the  West."  In  other  states  and 
countries  appropriate  songs  should  be  used. 
Thanksgiving  Day  should  have  a  deeper 
meaning  than  filling  our  stomachs  with  turkey 
and  plum  puddings.  Here  are  some  songs 
that  would  help  to  give  a  deeper  and  fuller 
meaning  to  the  day.  "A  Song  of  Thanks- 
giving" by  Dr.  Thomas  Arne.  "A  Song  of 
Thanksgiving"  by  Francis  Allitson.  "The 
Joy  of  Harvest"  by  George  J.  Elvery,  the 
first  verse  reads  as  follows: 

"Come,  ye  thankful  people  come; 
Raise  the  song  of  harvest  home: 
All  is  safely  gathered  in 
Ere  the  winter  storms  begin 
God,  our  Maker,  doth  provide 
For  our  wants  to  be  supplied; 
Come  to  God's  own  temple,  come, 
Raise  the  song  of  harvest  home." 
Christmas  Day  should  be  a  day  for  singing 
carols  to  our  King.    There  is  no  end  to  the 
music  that  glorifies  this  day  of  days.     Our 
own  song  book  has  several  very  fine  Christ- 
mas songs.     Such  appropriate  carols  as  the 
following  should  not  be  overlooked.    "Hark 
the  Herald  Angels  Sing,"  "The  First  Noel," 
"Silent  Night,"  "O  Come  All  Ye  Faithful," 
"Joy  to  the  World."     Literally  dozens  of 
other  beautiful  carols  could  be  listed  if  space 
would  permit. 

It  is  true  that  the  foregoing  does  not  in- 
clude all  of  the  special  occasions.  Would 
it  not  be  a  capital  idea  to  make  each  Sunday 
a  special  occasion,  which  in  reality  is  the 
Lord's  Day,  to  worship  and  sinq  praises  to 
the  Most  High? 


CORRECTION 

In  the  arrangement  of  "I  Know  That  My  Re- 
deemer Lives,"  published  in  the  January  issue, 
credit  was  given  to  Lorenzo  D.  Edwards  for  words 
and  melody.  This  was  an  error.  The  hymn  was 
written  by  Samuel  Medley,  an  eminent  hymn- 
ologist,  and  the  melody  by  L.  D.  Edwards,  a 
home  composer.  Also,  the  word  "everlasting"  in 
the  fourth  line  of  the  first  stanza  should  read 
everhving,"  and  instead  of  "the  sweet  joy"  in 
the  last  verse  read  "sweet  the  joy," 
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YOUTHFUL  CHORUS  OF  CENTRAL   SCHOOL,    PORTLAND,    OREGON 

The  cantata,  "The  King  of  Christmas,"  was  presented  December  20th,  1936,  at  the  L.  D.  S. 
Central  Chapel,  Pordand,  Oregon,  and  broadcast  over  the  radio  station  KOIN  Christmas  Day.  The 
cantata  under  the  direction  of  William  T.  Geurts  Sunday  School  Chorister,  occupied  about  40  min- 
utes and  all  numbers  were  memorized  by  the  chorus  without  the  use  of  music  by  the  children  them- 
selves. The  rendition  was  very  successful  and  excellent  comments  were  forthcoming  from  the  general 
public  and  the  radio   station.     Newspapers  also  gave  generous  space  in  announcing  the  event. 

Superintendent  Thomas  Y.  Emmett  and  director  Geurts  are  to  be  congratulated  on  hte  success 
of  their  Christmas  service. 


"AS  LONG  AS  THERE  ARE  HOMES" 

By  Grace  Noll  Crowcll 
So  long  as  there  are  homes  to  which  men  turn 
At  the  close  of  day; 

So  long  as  there  are  homes  where  children  are, 
Where  women  stay — 
If  love  and  loyalty  and  faith  be  found 
Across  those  sills 

A  stricken  nation  can  recover  from 
Its  gravest  ills 

So  long  as  there  are  homes  where  fires  burn 

And  there  is  bread; 

So  long  as  there  are  homes  where  lamps  are  lit 

And  prayers  are  said; 

Although  a  people  falter  through  the  dark — 

And  nations  grope— 

With  God  himself  back  of  these  little  homes — 

We  have  sure  hope 

— Parents  Magazine,  1933, 
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COMMENCEMENT  EXERCISES 

One  of  the  Spring  Union  Meetings  (April 
or  May)  will  be  devoted  to  Teacher-Train- 
ing Commencement  Exercises,  depending 
upon  the  class  schedule.  Classes  started  and 
kept  at  schedule  will  ordinarily  have  their 
exercises  in  April.  Classes  started  late, 
classes  off  schedule,  and  classes  voluntarily 
expanding  the  last  topic  (Psychological  Con- 
siderations) should  utilize  the  May  Union 
Meeting,  or  the  June  session  where  abso- 
lutely necessary. 

A  Union  Meeting  affords  an  excellent  op- 
portunity for  dramatizing  the  importance  of 
teacher-training.  The  audience  should  in- 
clude Stake  Presidency,  High  Council,  Bish- 
oprics, Stake  Board,  Ward  Sunday  School 
Officers  and  Teachers,  parents  and  friends 
of  the  graduates.  If  care  is  taken  to  secure 
the  attendance  of  these  parties,  the  graduates 
will  be  assigned  immediately  to  teaching  po- 
sitions in  their  respective  wards. 

Objectives:  The  commencement  exercises 
should: 

( 1 )  Reward  the  graduates  of  the  teacher- 
training  class  for  their  devotion  to  this  work. 

(2)  Acquaint  members  of  ward  superin- 
tendencies  with  the  graduates  from  their 
wards. 

(3)  Appeal  to  teachers-in-service  as  a 
reminder  of  the  great  opportunity  to  respon- 
sibility of  the  Sunday  School  teacher. 

(4)  Invigorate  all  those  engaged  in  the 
great  Sunday  School  cause. 

Suggestion:  In  keeping  with  the  trends  in 
public  school  exercises,  it  is  suggested: 

( 1 )  That  the  program  be  centered  in  the 
members  of  the  graduating  class,  supple- 
mented occasionally  by  a  good  outside  speak- 
er and  outstanding  musicians. 

(2)  That  the  program  be  unified,  i.   e., 


centered  in  a  definite  theme.  Short  speeches, 
music,  and  tableau  should  express  this  cen- 
tral theme. 

Topics:  The  following  topics  are  suggest- 
ed. However,  class  members  should  not  be 
robbed  of  the  thrill  of  formulating  their  own 
program.  Avoid  long  speeches  by  outside 
speaker — "variety  is  the  spice  of  life." 

1.  Teaching  as  the  Direction  of  Activities. 

(a)  Self-activity  the  Key  to  Learning; 
Outcomes  of  Religious  Instruction; 
The  Wider  Problem  Method;  etc. 

( b )  An  elaboration  of  the  theme  by  a  suc- 
cessful teacher  serving  as  a  guest 
speaker. 

2.  The  Attributes  of  a  Successful  Sunday 
School  Teacher. 

'  (a)  Short  statements  by  representative 
boys  and  girls  from  various  wards 
and  departments,  to  be  selected  in 
advance;  their  own  talks,  not  some- 
thing they  have  memorized. 

(b)  Brief  talks  by  two  class  members,  a 
young  woman  and  a  young  man. 

(c)  An  elaboration  by  a  guest  speaker. 

3.  Sunday  School  Teaching  As  I  See  It. 

( a )  A  short  statement  by  the  stake  super- 
intendent or  representative. 

(b)  A  short  statement  by  a  ward  super 
intendent  or  representative. 

(c)  A  short  statement  by  an  experienced 
teacher. 

(d)  A  short  statement  by  a  member  of 
the  graduating  class. 

(e)  A  short  statement  by  a  boy  or  girl. 
Miscellaneous:  Each,  stake  must  deter- 
mine its  own  standards  for  graduation.  Such 
items  as  the  following  are  worthy  of  con- 
sideration: (1)  regular  attendance;  (2)  class 
participation;  (3)  voluntary  examination, 
oral  or  written;  (4)  special  aptitude  as  evi- 
denced by  actual  class  room  trial;  etc. 


CLASSICAL  AND  BIBLICAL  LITERATURE  AS  SOURCE 
OF  HIGHEST  CULTURE 

Our  school  and  college  curricula  will  not  have  shaken  off  their  medieval 
narrowness  and  renaissance  paganism  until  Classical  and  Biblical  literatures  stand 
side  by  side  as  a  source  of  our  highest  culture. — Professor  Richard  G.  Moulton, 

in  The  Literary  Study  of  the  Bible. 
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Direction  of  Teacher-Training  Committee 


The  1937  Three  Union  Meeting  Plan 

In  connection  with  the  1937  Annual  Con- 
vention the  General  Board  proposes  a  Three 
Union  Meeting  Plan.  The  convention  theme 
is  "Spiritual  Guidance  as  a  Major  Responsi- 
bility of  the  Sunday  School  Teacher."  The 
February  Union  Meeting  topic  is  "The 
Teacher  as  a  Spiritual  Guide"  (See  The 
Instructor  for  December,  1936).  The  March 
topic  is  "Lesson  Activities  as  Means  of 
Guidance"  (See  The  Instructor  for  January, 
1937).  Either  the  April  or  the  May  Union 
Meeting  is  to  be  devoted  to  a  summary  dis- 
cussion of  the  entire  topic:  "Spiritual  Guid- 
ance as  a  Major  Responsibility  of  the  Sunday 
School  Teacher"  (See  the  outline  below). 
In  either  April  or  May  the  regular  Union 
Meeting  will  be  utilized  as  the  "Teacher- 
Training  Commencement  Exercises"  (See 
The  Instructor  for  March,  1937).  Regard- 
less of  the  date  of  the  Convention,  these 
themes  are  to  be  discussed  in  the  months 
designated.  In  certain  instances  local  treat- 
ments will  precede  the  Annual  Convention 
(see  the  general  statement  in  the  December 
Instructor. ) 
Third  Session* 

"Spiritual  Guidance  as  a  Major  Responsi- 
bility of  the  Sunday  School"  (for  either 
April  or  May,  to  alternate  with  Teacher- 
Training  Commencement  Exercises. )  Note : 
This  session  is  the  final  follow-up  on  the  1937 
Convention.  However,  in  the  few  stakes 
holding  the  Annual  Convention  in  May,  the 
Convention  may  be  regarded  as  the  follow- 
up  on  the  three  1937  Union  Meetings  de- 
voted to  this  special  topic. 
The  General  Session. 
A  Panel  Discussion. 

For  this  session  an  informal  panel  dis- 
cussion of  the  theme  is  proposed. 
A»  Personnel  of  the  Panel. 

1 .  A  Sunday  School  superintendent  or  as- 
sistant familiar  with  the  panel  discussion 
technique,  possibly  a  teacher,  an  attorney, 
or  participant  in  adult  forum  programs. 

2.  A  Sunday  School  teacher,  also  with 
general  insight  into  the  panel  discussion 
technique.  (Inasmuch  as  the  Gospel  Mes- 
sages department  deals  directly  with  prob- 
lems, the  teacher  might  well  be  selected 
from  this  department.) 

3.  A  Sunday  School  Student — not  a  stu- 
dent under  the  above  teacher.    A  young  man 


or  woman  capable  of  entering  into  an  in- 
formal public  discussion  (possibly  from  the 
Gospel  Messages  department). 

4.  A  Latter-day  Saint  Parent,  with  chil- 
dren of  various  ages  enrolled  in  the  Sunday 
School  who  is  experienced  in  public  appear- 


ances. 


Undoubtedly,  every  stake  can  select  a 
satisfactory  panel  of  persons  qualified  to 
prepare  themselves  for  the  discussion  out- 
lined below. 

B.  The  Procedure* 

An  informal  panel  discussion  will  attract 
more  attention  and  possess  greater  holding 
power  than  short  discourses  on  the  same 
subjects.  Furthermore,  if  well  prepared,  it 
will  air  all  views  held  by  the  various  auditors; 
thus,  permitting  auditors  to  hear  the  reac- 
tions of  others  to  their  personal  viewpoints. 

As  indicated  below,  the  leader  of  the  panel 
(the  superintendent),  addressing  others  by 

name  (i.  e.,  Brother  or  Sister ), 

will  put  certain  questions  to  them.  Although 
the  answers  are  prepared  in  advance,  they 
are  given  in  extemporaneous  manner  (al- 
though notes  may  be  used,  they  must  not  be 
read. )  Ultimately,  the  point  will  be  reached 
when  questions  may  come  from  the  floor. 

A  rehearsal  is  absolutely  necessary. 
However,  speeches  should  not  be  memorized 
or  made  mechanical.  The  merit  of  the  panel 
is  its  spontaneity,  enhancing  interest  on 
the  part  of  the  spectators. 

C.  The  Questions: 

1.  Superintendent  to  the  Sunday  School 
Student: 

( 1 )  Has  the  Sunday  School  assisted  you 
in  solving  your  personal  problems? 

(2)  Wherein  has  it  succeeded? 

(3)  Wherein  has  it  failed? 

2.  Superintendent  to  the  Parent: 

( 1 )  Do  you  think  the  Sunday  School 
helps  your  children  to  solve  their  problems 
of  life? 

(2)  Do  you  think  it  should? 

(3)  How? 

3.  Superintendent  to  the  Sunday  School 
Teacher: 

( 1 )  Have  you  endeavored  to  be  a  spirit- 
ual guide  to  youth? 

( 2 )  What  procedures  have  you  followed? 

(3)  How  successful  have  you  been? 

4.  Superintendent  to  Student: 

(1)   Have  you  any  suggestions  for   the 
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Sunday   School   teacher,   which  will   make 
him  a  better  spiritual  guide? 

5.  Superintendent  to  Patent: 

( 1 )  Have  you  any  suggestions  for  the 
Sunday  School  teacher? 

6.  Superintendent  to  Teacher: 

( 1 )  How  practical  do  you  regard  these 
suggestions? 

7.  Superintendent  to  Audience: 

( 1 )  Have  you  suggestions  for  the  Sunday 
School  teacher? 

(2)  The  parent? 

(3)  The  student? 

(4)  The  Superintendent. 

8.  Superintendent: 

In  five  minutes  summary  this  topic:  Spirit- 
ual Guidance  as  a  Major  Responsibility  for 
the  teacher. 

Note:  Each  member  of  the  panel  should 
consider  these  questions  before  the  rehearsal. 
The  rehearsal  should  be  attended  by  the 
Stake  Board,  whose  members  may  make 
suggestions  to  the  participants.  Obviously, 
the  participants  should  know  in  advance  the 
points  of  view  to  be  exposed  in  the  final  dis- 
cussion. Upon  the  superintendent  rests  the 
responsibility  for  summarizing  the  discussion 


in  such  a  manner  that  each  Sunday  School 
teacher  will  sense  keenly  his  responsibility 
for  the  spiritual  guidance  of  his  pupils. 

The  Departmental  Session* 

Each  stake  board  member  should  continue 
the  informal  discussion  with  the  teachers  in 
his  department. 

a.  Suggestive  Questions: 

1.  What  specifically  do  our  pupils  de- 
mand in  the  way  of  spiritual  guidance?  i.  e. 
do  they  smoke,  gamble,  use  profanity,  break 
the  Sabbath,  pray,  pay  tithes,  keep  company 
with  non-members,  etc. 

2.  Are  they  getting  it? 

3.  Why,  or  why  not? 

4.  What  procedures  have  you  found  most 
helpful? 

5.  How  can  we  be  more  helpful? 

b.  Find  guidance  situations  in  one  or  more 
of  the  lessons  for  the  next  month. 

Discuss  or  demonstrate  methods  of  teach- 
ing it? 

c.  Discuss  the  methods  of  dealing  private- 
ly with  an  individual  pupil — the  inter- 
view, its  approach,  its  technique,  its 
follow-up. 


SPECI/U  GIRLS'  CI  ASSES 

Ages  12  to  18 


GENERAL  SUBJECT: 
WHY  DO  I  BELIEVE? 

LESSONS  FOR  APRIL,  1937  , 

WHY  DO  I   BELIEVE  THAT  LOVE   WILL 
MAKE  ME  HAPPY? 

Lesson  1.     For  Sunday,  April  4,  1937 

Outline  for  Teacher: 

I.  Love  of  God  for  His  Children. 

"For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  He  gave 
His  only  Begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  be- 
lieveth  in  Him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life."     (John  3:16.) 
II.  The  First  and  Great  Commandment. 

1.  "Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and 
with  all  thy  mind.  This  is  the  first  and 
great  Commandment."  (Matt.  22:37-40; 
Gal.  5:14.) 

2.  "Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither 
have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the 
things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them 
that  love  Him."     (I  Cor.  2:9.  ) 

3.  "He  that  loveth  me  shall  be  loved  of  my 
Father,  and  I  will  love  him."  (John  14: 
21.) 


III.  The  Second  Great  Commandment. 

— "And  the  second  is  like  unto-lt,  Thou  shalt 
love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself.  On  these  two 
Commandments  hang  all  the  law  and  the 
Prophets."      (Matt.  22:37-40.) 

1.  Who  is  my  neighbor?      (See  "Jesus  the 
Christ."     (Talmage.) 

2.  How  to  observe  this  Commandment. 

(a)  The  Savior  said:  "Love  one  another 
as  I  have  loved  you.  Greater  love 
hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man 
lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends. ' 
(John  15:12-13.) 

(b)  Ought  we  not  then  to  be  willing  to 
make  as  great  sacrifices  for  our  fel- 
lows?   Much  more  so  smaller  ones? 

(c)  If  so,  we  should  ever  be  willing  and 
ready  to: 

(1)  Open  wide  our  hands  to  the 
poor  and  destitute  and  see  that 
they  do  not  want.  (Deut.  15: 
2-8.) 

(2)  Search  out  the  poor  and  not 
wait  for  aid. 

(3)  Search  out  the  sick,  the  afflicted, 
those  who  mourn  and  need  com- 
fort, advice  and  exhortation,  and 
administer  to  their  several  wants. 


62 


THE  INSTRUCTOR 


February.  1937 


(4)  Be  the  good  Samaritan  in  every 
sense  of  the  word. 

(5)  And  do  it  now.  Don't  wait  un- 
til tomorrow.  That  may  be  too 
late.     (Prov.  3:28.) 


"I,  the  Lord,  will  forgive  whom  I  will  forgive, 
but  of  you  it  is  required  to  forgive  all  men." 


WHY  DO  I  BELIEVE  THAT  PRAYERS 
ARE  ANSWERED? 

Lesson  2.    For  April  11,  1937 

Outline  for  Teacher: 

I.  The  True  Spirit  of  Prayer. 

(1)  "Prayer  is  the  soul's  sincere  desire  ut- 
tered or  unexpressed." 

(2)  The  Lord's  Prayer  is  an  example.     (Re- 
peat. ) 

II.  Why  We  Need  to  Pray. 

( 1 )  Effect  on  individual's  own  heart. 

(2)  In   a   general  sense.     "The  prayer  of 
the  righteous  availeth  much." 

III,  Appropriate  Prayers. 

(1)  Time,    (2)    Place,    (3)    Position,    (4) 

Things  to  pray  for. 
(5)   Meetings,     (6)     Family     prayer,     (7) 

Sacrament,    (8)    Blessing   on  the  food, 

etc. 

IV.  Faith  in  Prayer. 

( 1 )  Instances    of    answer    to    prayer,    ( the 
Prophet's  prayer  as  an  example). 

(2)  Testimonies  of  individual  prayer. 


WHY  DO  I  BELIEVE  THAT  I  OUGHT  TO 
FORGIVE  EVERY  ONE? 

Lesson  3.    For  Sunday,  April  18,  1937 

Theme  for  reading: 

"Wherefore  I  say  unto  you,  that  ye  ought  to 
forgive  one  another,  for  he  that  forgiveth  not  his 
brother  his  trespasses,  standeth  condemned  be- 
fore the  Lord,  for  there  remaineth  in  him  the 
greater  sin." 


(See 


III 


b. 


Outline  for  Teacher: 

I.  We   Should   Forgive   One   Another. 
Mark  11:25;  Doc.  and  Gov.,  64:9,  10.) 
II.  Forgiveness  Should  Be  Sought. 

a.  If  our  brother  feels  that  we  have  offended 
him  we  should  seek  him  out  and  make  all 
things  right.     (Matt.  5:23-24.) 

b.  We  should  not  wait  for  him  to  come  to 
us.    (Matt.  5:25;  III  Nephi  12:23-26.) 

How  Granted. 

a.  We  should  voluntarily  extend  our  for- 
giveness, as  the  Savior  did  while  He  was 
upon  the  cross,  and  as  Stephen  did  while 
he  was  being  stoned  to  death.  (Luke 
23:34;  Acts  7:60.) 

We  are  required  to  love  our  enemies,  to 
bless  them  that  curse  us,  to  do  good  to 
them  that  hate  us,  and  to  pray  for  them 
that  despitefully  use  and  persecute  us. 
(Matt.  5:44.) 

How  Obtained  from  the  Lord. 

a.  By  forgiving  those  who  have  trespassed 
against  us.  (Matt.  6:14;  III  Nephi  13: 
14.) 

b.  By  confessing  our  sins  and  repenting.  (I 
John  1:9;  II  Cor.  7:10;  Isa.  55:7;  Doc. 
and  Cov.  1:32;  64:9.) 

V.  Punishment  for  Failure  to  Forgive  Others. 

a.  We  may  be  afflicted  and  chastened.  ( Doc. 
and  Cov.  64^8;  Matt.  18:35.) 

b.  The  Lord  will  not  forgive  us  our  sins 
and  trespasses.  (Mark  12:26;  III  Nephi 
13:15.) 

VI.  Testimonies. 


IV. 


Lesson  4.    For  Sunday  April  25,  1937 

For  Sunday,  April  25,  1937 

For  review  or  consideration  of  an  appropriate 
subject  desired  by  the  class  ascertained  by  budget 
box  ballot  two  weeks  ahead. 


SPECIAL  GIRLS'  CLASSES 
Important  Note* 

Under  the  new  Priesthood  Plan  the  Women's  Department,  as  such,  is  discontinued. 
The  regular  Sunday  School  lessons  for  all  departments,  will  be  taught  each  Sunday 
as  suggested  in  the  letter  of  the  General  Superintendency.  Where  housing  facilities 
are  inadequate  to  take  care  of  the  separate  classes  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  ages,  the 
special  lessons  for  girls  twelve  to  eighteen  years  of  age,  as  printed  above  should  be; 
given  during  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  period,  after  which  the  girls  of  the  "B"  and  "C" 
ages  should  join  the  young  men  for  forty  minutes  for  the  regular  Sunday  School  lessons 
(See  notes  in  Superintendents  Department), 
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LESSONS  FOR  APRIL,  1937 

THE  DISCOVERY  OF  AMERICA 

Lesson  11*   For  Sunday,  April  4,  1937 
Text* 

Sunday  School  Lesson  (Quarterly),  Num- 
ber 11. 

Objective: 

Columbus  was  guided  to  America  by  the 
hand  of  a  beneficent  and  all-seeing  Father. 

This  lesson  can  scarcely  be  taught  well 
without  the  aid  of  a  good  map.  Indeed,  this 
is  also  true  of  many  of  the  lessons  that  fol- 
low. The  teacher  is  therefore  urged  to  pro- 
vide himself  with  a  map,  of  fairly  large 
scale,  showing  both  Europe  and  North 
America.  Students  will  grasp  the  subject 
very  much  more  readily  when  they  know  the 
location  and  nature  of  the  places  they  are 
talking  about. 

This  lesson  will  result  in  far  the  greatest 
good  if  the  teacher  constantly  emphasizes  the 
fact  that  God  is  surely  bringing  about  his 
purposes.  The  guiding  hand  of  Providence 
is  plainly  visible  behind  every  detail  recited 
in  the  lesson.  Eliminate  almost  any  one  of 
the  preparatory  events,  and  the  discovery 
would  not  have  been  made. 

The  following  information  should  be  help- 
ful: 

Discovery  of  America  by  the  Northmen* 

As  early  as  the  ninth  century  the  people 
of  Norway,  Sweden,  and  Denmark — usual- 
ly known  in  historic  annals  as  the  Northmen 
— were  the  most  skilled  and  daring  sailors  in 
the  world.  In  A.  D.  874  they  settled  Ice- 
land, and  a  century  later  founded  a  colony 
on  the  southwest  coast  of  Greenland,  which 
endured  until  some  time  in  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury. Certain  of  the  seamen  sailing  from 
Iceland  to  this  colony  are  said  to  have  been 
driven  so  far  out  of  their  course  that  they 
caught  sight  of  the  coast  of  Labrador. 

In  the  year  A.  D.  1000,  Lief  Ericson  sailed 
from  Greenland  with  one  ship  and  a  crew  of 
thirty-five  men  to  explore  the  coast  of  this 
newly-discovered  land.  By  some  it  is 
thought  he  went  as  far  south  as  Massa- 
chusetts. He  called  the  country  Vineland,  be- 
cause of  the  abundance  of  wild  grapes  at 
that  place.  During  the  following  twelve 
years,  several  voyages  are  said  to  have  been 
made  to  Vineland  chiefly  for  timber,  which 


was  scarce  near  the  Greenland  settlement. 
An  effort  was  made  to  found  a  colony  in 
Vineland,  but  after  three  years  trouble  with 
the  Indians  the  project  was  abandoned. 

The  discovery  of  Vineland  and  the  sub- 
sequent voyages  to  it  attracted  little  atten- 
tion in  Europe,  and  in  consequence  were 
soon  forgotten.  While  much  credit  should 
be  given  to  Ericson  and  his  companions  for 
their  valorous  work,  yet  to  Columbus  be- 
longs the  honor  of  bringing  America  to  the 
attention  of  the  world. 

It  is  not  impossible,  in  fact,  that  others 
and  still  others  may  have  come  to  America 
before  Columbus,  perhaps  from  Siberia  by 
way  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  from  China 
across  the  Pacific,  or  from  Europe  across  the 
Atlantic.  This  however  is  largely  specu- 
lative; no  documentary  evidence  exists  in 
support  of  such  a  conclusion.  On  the  other 
hand,  nothing  would  be  known  of  the  visits 
of  the  Northmen  were  it  not  for  the  Icelandic 
manuscripts  that  have  been  preserved  to  tell 
the  story. 

How  America  Obtained  Its  Name* 

It  appears  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
1500,  slightly  less  than  eight  years  after  Co- 
lumbus discovered  the  Bahama  Islands,  a 
fleet  of  thirteen  Portuguese  ships  under  com- 
mand of  Cabral,  started  for  Hindustan,  by 
way  of  the  southern  cape  of  Africa,  but  in- 
stead of  keeping  close  to  the  coast  of  Africa 
went  out  to  sea,  and  accidentally  discovered 
the  coast  of  Brazil  near  Porto  Seguro.  Ca- 
bral sent  one  of  his  ships  back  to  Lisbon  with 
the  news,  whereupon,  in  May  of  1501,  the 
King  dispatched  three  ships  under  the  expe- 
rienced seaman  Americus  Vespucius,*  to 
make  further  exploration  of  the  newly  dis- 
covered land.  Americus  reached  the  Brazil- 
ian coast  near  Cape  San  Roque  and  explored 
it  southward  as  far  as  the  river  La  Plata. 

The  success  of  Americus  created  a  great 
sensation  in  Europe.  It  was  thought  that 
Columbus  had  reached  Asia,  and  that  Ameri- 
cus had  explored  the  shore  line  of  a  great 
continent  south  of  Asia,  which  geographers 
began  to  call  the  "Fourth  Part,"  Europe, 
Asia,  and  Africa  being  the  other  three  parts. 

*This  is  disputed.  See  "An  Introduction  to 
the  study  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  by  J.  M. 
Sjodahl,  pp.  185-192,  which  asserts  that  Amerigo 
was  not  the  captain  in  charge. 
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In  1507,  a  young  German  professor,  Martin 
Waltzemueller,  published  a  short  treatise  on 
geography,  and  in  it  called  the  Fourth  Part 
"America,"  in  honor  of  Americus  Vespucius, 
its  explorer.  Waltzemueller  intended  no  in- 
justice to  Columbus,  since  at  that  time  it  was 
thought  that  he  had  merely  discovere'd  a  new 
route  to  the  Orient.  The  name  America 
was  first  applied  to  the  coast  of  Brazil,  later 
to  South  America,  and  finally  to  the  North 
American  continent  also. 


REBELLION  AND  REFORMATION 

Lesson  12*   For  Sunday,  April  11,  1937 

Text: 

Sunday     School     Lessons      (Quarterly), 
Number  12. 
Objective: 

To  show  that  the  Lord  sometimes  "moves 
in  a  mysterious  way  his  wonders  to  perform." 

The  teacher  will  find  an  abundance  of  en- 
richment material  in  Roberts'  Outlines  of 
Ecclesiastical  History,  and  Talmage's  Great 
Apostasy,  also  in  any  good  encyclopedia, 
such  as  the  Britannica  or  the  Americana. 

About  three  two-and-one-half-minute  talks 
on  the  life  and  work  of  the  following  Re- 
formers will  be  of  great  interest  to  the  class : 
Melanchthon,  Calvin,  Knox,  Zwingle.  The 
assignments  should  be  made  at  least  one  week 
in  advance.  The  talks  should  be  confined  to 
the  allotted  time.  Source  material  can  be 
found  in  any  good  encyclopedia. 

If  physical  conditions  permit,  have  some 
member  of  the  class  sing,  "God  Moves  in  a 
Mysterious  Way  His  Wonders  to  Perform." 
(See  Era,  February,  1937,  p.  100.) 

Have  some  one  else  explain  the  signifi- 
cance of  this  song  as  applied  to  the  Great 
Preparation  made  by  the  Lord  preparatory 
to  the  Restoration  of  the  Gospel.  Explain, 
in  particular,  the  application  of  the  song  to 
the  Reformation. 

Have  some  one  locate  on  your  wall  map 
the  principal  places  mentioned  in  the  lesson. 

Have  some  one  learn  and  recite  Luther's 
reply  to  the  Diet  at  Worms. 

The    Christian    world    owes    to    Martin 
Luther   another   outstanding   debt   of   grati- 
tude, for  it  was  he  who  early  recognized  the 
necessity  of  church  singing  by  the  laity.    Be- 
fore that  time  all  singing  was  done  in  Latin 
by  the  Catholic  priests.    We  may  therefore 
well  believe  that  Martin  Luther  was  inspired 
to  write  what  is  now  widely  regarded  as  the 
oldest  Christian  hymn,  namely: 
"Away  in  the  manger, 
No  crib  for  his  bed, 
The  little  Lord  Jesus 
Lay  down  his  wee  head." 

(See  Sunday  School  Song 
Book,  No.  214.) 


The  teacher  will  do  well  to  have  this  song 
carefully  read  to  the  class,  and  then  sung  by 
the  members. 

The  Latter-day  Saints  are  staunch  believ- 
ers in  the  efficacy  of  soulful  singing.  They 
have  come  to  be  regarded,  the  world  over, 
as  a  singing  people,  and  latterly  the  great 
Tabernacle  Choir  has  been  heard  weekly 
over  the  radio  almost  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth. 

Very  early  in  the  history  of  the  Church 
the  Lord,  through  revelation,  said:  "For  my 
soul  delights  in  the  song  of  the  heart;  yea, 
the  song  of  the  righteous  is  a  prayer  unto  me, 
and  it  shall  be  answered  with  a  blessing  on 
their  heads."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  25: 
12.) 


\> 


HOW  WE  GOT  OUR  BIBLE 
Lesson  13*    For  Sunday,  April  18,  1937 

Text: 

Sunday  School  Lessons  (Quarterly), 
Number  13. 

Objective: 

Widespread  Knowledge  of  the  Bible  was 
prerequisite  to  the  Restoration  of  the  Gospel. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  has  accepted  the  Bible  as  one  of  its 
four  standard  works.  The  Church,  how- 
ever, has  not  committed  itself  to  any  particu- 
lar version,  although  the  Authorized  Ver- 
sion is  used  almost  exclusively  by  its  mem- 
bers. 

The  Church  accepts  the  Bible  as  the  word 
of  God  "as  far  as  it  is  translated  correctly." 
This  reservation  implies  that  inaccuracies  are 
present  in  the  Bible,  due  to  faulty  transla- 
tion. -^ 

Shortly  after  the  organization  of  the 
Church,  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  under- 
took a  revision  (sometimes  called  a  trans- 
lation) of  the  New  and  Old  Testaments.  The 
following  statement,  apropos  to  this  work, 
is  taken  from  Roberts'  "Comprehensive  His- 
tory of  the  Church,"  Vol.  1,  pp.  247-248. 

"This  was  a  work  that  occupied  the 
Prophet  for  a  number  of  years,  but  it  was 
never  published  in  his  lifetime,  excepting 
some  fragments  of  it,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  he 
ever  really  completed,  to  his  entire  satisfac- 
tion, the  stupendous  work  of  revision.  The 
evidences  that  might  be  quoted  in  favor  of 
his  having  completed  the  work  are,  first,  an 
entry  made  in  his  Journal — -'I  completed  the 
translation  and  review  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, on  the  2nd  of  February,  1833;  and 
sealed  it  up,  no  more  to  be  opened  till  it 
arrived  in  Zion'— Independence,  Missouri 
(History  of  the  Church,  Period  I,  Vol.  I,  p. 
324),  It  was  the  intention  to  have  this  re- 
vised version  of  the  New  Testament  printed 
at    Independence    in    connection    with    the 
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Book  of  Mormon,  hence  the  revision  of  the  ing  previous  expressions  about  'completing' 
New  Testament  was  completed  before  the  it,  'finishing'  it,  etc.,  that  he  did  not  at  this 
Old;  but  before  the  work  of  printing  could  date — June  18th,  1840, — regard  it  as  a  work 
even  be  commenced,  the  persecutions  arose  wholly  ended.  On  this  subject  George  Q. 
which  made  it  impossible.  Second:  In  a  Cannon  in  his  Life  of  Joseph  Smith,  (page 
letter  from  Kirtland  to  'The  Brethren  in  142)  says:  'We  have  heard  President  Brig- 
Zion,'  under  date  of  July  2nd,  1833,  the  ham  Young  state  that  the  Prophet,  before 
Prophet  writes:  "We  this  day  finished  the  his  death,  had  spoken  to  him  about  going 
translation  of  the  scriptures,  for  which  we  through  the  translation  of  the  scriptures  again 
return  our  gratitude  to  our  Heavenly  Father"  and  perfecting  it  upon  points  of  doctrine 
(History  of  the  Church,  Period  I,  Vol.  I,  p.  which  the  Lord  had  restrained  him  from  giv- 
368 ) .  This  must  have  reference  to  the  Old  ing  in  plainness  and  fulness  at  the  time  of 
Testament  since  the  New  Testament  had  which  we  write' — (Feb.  2nd,  1833). 
been  'completed'  on  the  2nd  of  February  "On  this  revised  version  of  the  Jewish 
preceding.  Yet  when  questioned  through  scriptures  the  Church  has  published  several 
letter  by  the  brethren  at  Independence  as  to  chapters  under  the  title,  The  Book  of  Moses, 
printing  the  revised  New  Testament,  the  and  also  the  24th  chapter  of  St.  Matthew, 
Prophet  answered:  'It  cannot  be  done  un-  including  in  it  the  last  verse  of  the  23rd 
til  we  can  attend  to  it  ourselves,  and  this  chapter.  These  extracts  are  found  in  a  col- 
we  will  do  as  soon  as  the  Lord  permits'  (His-  lection  of  sacred  writings  called  The  Pearl 
tory  of  the  Church,  Period  I,  Vol.  I,  p.  365).  of  Great  Price:  A  Selection  from  the  Rev- 
A  sense  of  incompletion  and  a  desire  to  re-  elations,  Translations  and  Narrations  of  Jo- 
view  the  work  again  may  have  been  the  mo-  seph  Smith,  first  published  by  Franklin  D. 
tive  for  having  it  printed  under  his  own  im-  Richards  in  England,  1851.  The  parts  of 
mediate  supervision.  In  a  'memorial'  of  the  the  inspired  revision  published  include  the 
Prophet's  to  the  high  council  at  Nauvoo,  uv.-  chapters  referred  to  and  analyzed  in  chap- 
der  date  of  13th  of  June,  1840,  he  asks  the  ter  xviii  of  this  writing,  and  thence  the  re- 
church  to  erect  an  office  in  which  he  might  vision  extends  to  the  commandment  to  Noah 
more  immediately  pursue  his  spiritual  call-  to  build  the  ark. 

ings,    among    other    things    'commence    the  "Some  of  the  sons  of  Joseph  Smith  through 

work  of  translating   the   Egyptian  records  the  authority  of  what  is  known  as  the  'Re- 

(some  records  from  Egypt  which  came  into  organized  Church'  had  published  what  pur- 

his  possession  in  Kirtland,   1835,  of  which  ports  to  be  the  entire  translation  of  the  Old 

more  later ),  the  Bible  and  wait  upon  the  Lord  and  New   Testament  from  the  manuscript 

for  such  revelations  as  may  be  suited  to  the  that  was  left  with  the  Prophet's  family,  but 

conditions  and  circumstances  of  the  church.'  lacking  that  final  revision  discussed  above, 

Including  'the  Bible'  in  the  translations  yet  which  the  Prophet  intended  to  give  it." 
to  be  done  clearly  indicates,  notwithstand-  April  25*    Open  Sunday 


THE  LATTER-DAY  SAINTS  AND  THE  BIBLE 

The  Latter-day  Saints  accept  the  Holy  Bible  for  just  what  it  purports  to  be,  nothing  less, 
nothing  more.  We  regard  this  volume  as  a  collection  of  sacred  historical  and  literary  writings, 
depicting,  though  incompletely,  the  divine  dealings  with  mankind  on  the  Eastern  Hemisphere 
from  the  Creation  down  to  about  the  close  of  the  first  century  after  Christ.  The  compilation  as 
it  now  stands  is  the  work  of  men,  and  our  modern  translations  from  the  original  Hebrew  of  the 
Old  Testament  and  Greek  of  the  New  have  been  made  by  linguists  and  theologians.  Recog- 
nition of  errors  in  translation  and  faulty  transcription  is  attested  by  the  many  revisions  and 
successive  versions  of  the  Bible,  and  we  make  reservations  accordingly.  We  acknowledge  the 
sanctity  due  to  divine  inspiration,  and  to  the  many  instances  of  direct  revelation  which  character- 
ize the  Holy  Bible  in  its  entirety. 

We  recognize  the  Old  Testament  prophets  as  men  of  God,  individually  commissioned  to 
impart  the  divine  mind  and  will  to  the  people;  and  therefore  we  accept  the  record  of  their  inspired 
utterances  and  deeds  as  Holy  Scripture. 

We  hold  the  New  Testament  to  be  a  true  account  of  the  birth,  ministry,  atoning  death,  and 
literal  resurrection  of  the  world's'Tiedeemer  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ,  the  actual  son  of  God  the 
Eternal  Father  in  both  spirit  and  body.  Our  Lord's  ministry  was  immediately  followed  by  the 
authorized  service  of  Apostles  and  others  who  had  been  ordained  to  the  Holy  Priesthood,  and 
the  words  of  these  were  and  are  the  veritable  word  of  God  unto  mankind. 

We  place  the  Holy  Bible  first  among  the  Scriptures  which  constitute  our  written  guides  in 
faith  and  doctrine. —  (From  The  First  Hundred  Years,  written  by  Dr.  James  E.  Talmage  for 
distribution  at  "The  Century  of  Progress  Exposition.") 


CONCERT  RECITATION 
(Isaiah  1:2) 

"Hear,  O  heavens,  and  give  ear,  O 
earth:  for  the  Lord  hath  spoken*" 


MISSIONARY   TI>AI HI HCi 

COURSE  D— GOSPEL  RESTORATION  THEMES 

For  Elders  and  Other  Young  Men  and  Women  of  19  and  20  Years  of  Age 

General  Board  Committee:     Robert  L.  Judd,  Chairman;  James  L.  Barker,  Vice-Chairman; 

Carl  F.  Eyring 

LESSONS  FOR  APRIL,   1937  Why  is  crime  prevalent  in  Christian  United 

States?  What  evidence  have  we  that  too 
many  so-called  Christians  do  not  heed  the 
word  of  God?  Account  for  the  fact  that 
members  of  our  own  Church  sometimes  fail 
to  follow  the  teachings  of  our  modern  proph- 
ets? As  the  Lord  speaks,  what  is  the  part 
we  play?  Discuss  the  statement,  "To  be 
effective,  the  word  of  the  Lord  must  be 
THE  LORD  HATH  SPOKEN  espoused  by  men  and  women  who  are  de- 

t  i«    r?      c     j        *   _.i  a.    *M„         termined  to  follow  the  high-road  leading  to 

Lesson  10.  For  Sunday,  April  4,  1937         the  Christ-like  character." 
Text 

Gospel  Restoration  Themes,*  Lesson  10.  . IL  Watfon  «jf  this  Generation  Let  a 
n, .      .  class  member,  following  the  subject-matter 

Ubjective*  ^  0£  fae  iessoIlt  reacj  a  few  passages  of  scrip- 

Man  needs  God's  help  today  as  much  as  ture  which  give  evidence  that  Jesus  and  the 
he  did  in  the  past  when  the  so-called  Chris-  Prophets  had  no  thought  that  revelations 
tian  scriptures  were  in  the  making.  Man  should  cease  and  that  the  volume  of  scrip- 
would  do  well  to  follow  God's  word — both  tures  should  be  closed.  Then  let  the  teacher 
ancient  and  modern,  summarize  the  whole  lesson  under  the  topic, 

Suggested  Method  Outline.  "Revelation  to  this  generation,"  centering  his 

Man  needs  help  from  God.  In  this  lesson,  conclusions  in  this  statement:  "In  and 
let  the  need  for  help  be  clearly  shown  by  through  his  creations,  as  of  old,  with  powers 
following  the  material  presented  by  Elder  unabated;  with  glory  undimmed;  with  attri- 
Roberts.  Then  let  the  Mormon  point  of  bute,s  unchanged,  the  God  of  heaven  and 
view— continued  revelation— be  clearly  set  earth  rei9ns  supreme  in  his  universe;  but 
forth.  This  lesson  might  be  taught  in  the  He  wiU  no*  take  £rom  m1an  his  freedom  of 
following  manner*  choice,  and  must  await  the  time  when  men 

I.  Great  Need  of  God  Speaking,  (a)  Let  a      ™lllisten  to  his  words  and  follow  in  his 
member  read  to  the  class  the  quotation  from      *^a    s* 
Bishop  Nicholia  of  Serbia.     Following  this      Assignment 

reading  the  teacher  could  ask  these  ques-  0  . -    ,  '  ,  ,  .  ,  . 

tions:  Should  America  have  but  one  Chris-      ,    Suggest  that   each   member  might   enjoy 

tian  Church,  recognized  as  the  true  church  °okm9  °.ver  £e  ^Ji8  h,e  ^  by'-  -and 
by  all  Americans?  Explain.  How  should  then  tracin9  thes£  trut!{?  uto  ftheir,  ?n?n_ 
such  a  single  Church  be  established  in  the      a  v.er>"  large  number  will  be  found  to  have 

United  States?  What  stands  in  the  way  of  their  J1?™  m  the  .  ™ord  of,^od     as  ex~ 

such  an  establishment?    What  would  be  your  Piessfd  b^  Je,sus  and  the,  ProPh|ts-    Encour- 

answer  to  Bishop  Nicholia  when  he  asks;  a9e  the  members  to  read  next  Sundays  ks- 

"Cannot  America  give  birth  to  that  Church  son1and  come  prepared  to  express  opinions 

which  will  be  so  broad  that  all  humanity  on  the  toPlc-    Wh^  1S  a  rell9lon  needed? 

can  hear  its  promises,  find  its  comfort,  real-  —,  .  ,-      ,   -.  --. ,    »,  ., 

ize  its  perfect,  Christ-like  reasonableness?"  Two  and  One-half  Minute  Talk. 
As  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  If  your  class  is  called  upon  to  give  such  a 

of  Latter-day  Saints  how  can  we  help  keep  talk  you  might  choose  the  subject,  "Why  is 

Christianity  alive  in  the  world?  a  Religion  Needed?",  the  subject  to  be  studied 

(b)   Let   another   member   read   extracts  next  Sunday. 

from  the  other  quotations  listed  in  the  lesson  ™,      t.    »    /-i    •      mr- *^ 

material.     This  reading  could  be  followed  Teacher  s  Closing  Mmute, 
with  a  socialized  discussion  centered  in  these  In  closing  the  teacher  might  say;  "We  all 

questions;  How  is  it  that  wars  can  be  fought  need  guidance.    Words  which  'the  Lord  hath 

among  nations  calling  themselves  Christian?  spoken'  will  guide  us  to  everlasting  life." 
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WHY  IS  RELIGION  NEEDED? 
lesson  It.  For  Sunday,  April  II,  1937 

Text. 

Gospel  Restoration  Themes,  Lesson  11. 

Objective. 

A  person  who  is  truly  religious  will  strive 
for  physical  and  mental  health;  economic 
stability;  social  security;  intellectual  freedom, 
honesty,  and  enlightenment;  and  spiritual  in- 
sight  and  understanding. 

Suggested  Method  Outline. 

New  inventions,  new  conditions,  new  out- 
looks, have  come  to  the  world.  It  is  the 
business  of  a  missionary  to  present  the  gospel 
in  the  language  of  the  day  in  which  he  labors, 
and  to  draw  his  illustrations  as  far  as  possible 
from  contemporary  and  relevant  events  and 
conditions.  The  series  of  tracts,  "Centennial 
Series  of  Tracts,"  by  Elder  John  A.  Widtsoe, 
were  prepared  with  this  point  of  view  in 
mind.  Five  of  the  series  has  been  used  in 
"Gospel  Restoration  Themes,"  one  of  which 
we  are  now  studying.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
teacher,  by  means  of  a  socialized  discussion 
of  the  problems  listed  below,  may  lead  each 
class  member  to  the  correct  answer  of  the 
question,  "Why  is  religion  needed?" 

I.  Why  do  people  act  as  they  do?  How 
do  habits  and  beliefs  enter  into  our  acts? 
Of  what  value  is  a  philosophy  of  life?  Do 
all  persons  have  such  a  philosophy?  Re- 
ligion has  been  called  a  way  of  life;  how  does 
a  way  of  life  differ  from  a  philosophy  of 
life?  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  statement, 
"The  concern  of  religion  is  to  induce  men  to 
seek  all  truth  and  to  put  truth  into  action." 

II.  Being  religious,  some  think,  is  the  pro- 
cess (a)  of  searching  for  elements  which  are 
thought  to  be  of  value  in  all  the  fields  of 
human  endeavor,  use  being  made  of  the 
standards  set  up  by  Jesus  and  all  the  proph- 
ets— both  ancient  and  modern;  (b)  of  placing 
these  values  with  divine  help  in  their  proper 
relative  positions  so  that  they  form  a  round- 
ed-out whole;  (c)  of  adjusting  one's  life  to 
the  new  vision.  With  this  view  of  being 
religiousr  what  attitude  should  a  religious 
person  take  toward  a  social  security  pregram, 
any  human  welfare  program,  disease,  pover- 
ty, science,  empty  religious  forms,  the  broth- 
erhood of  man  and  the  fatherhood  of  God? 
"What  is  the  meaning  of  the  statement, 
"Religion  should  come  down  from  the  skies, 
to  live  with  men  on  earth?" 

III.  The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  has  power 
to  serve  the  many  needs  of  mankind.  Ask 
class  members  to  name  the  various  ways  in 


which  the  Gospel  serves  mankind,  and  as 
the  answers  come  in  list  the  elements  on  the 
blackboard.  At  the  close  the  teacher  will 
have  excellent  material  on  which  to  base  a 
summary  of  the  lesson,  "Why  is  Religion 
Needed?" 

Assignment. 

Suggest  that  each  member  attempt  to  think 
through  this  problem:  Can  one  be  truly  re- 
ligious as  a  "solitary  wanderer"  without  a 
Church  membership.  Ask  each  to  read  next 
Sunday's  lesson,  "Need  of  a  Church  Organ- 
ization," and  come  prepared  to  tell  why  a 
Church  is  needed  by  the  religious  person. 

Teacher's  Closing  Minute. 

In  closing  the  teacher  might  say:  "Being 
truly  religious  is  a  person's  greatest  oppor- 
tunity; the  abundant  and  good  life  is  achieved 
through  no  other  process.  Let  us  sense  fully 
the  need  of  a  true  religion." 

NEED  OF  CHURCH  ORGANIZATION 

Lesson  12.  For  Sunday,  April  18,  1937 

Text. 

Gospel  Restoration  Themes,  Lesson  12. 

Objective. 

"The  solitary  wanderer,  however  virtuous, 
lives  but  a  fraction  of  his  possible  life  unless 
he  enters  the  Church,  the  true  Church,  to 
be  helped  by  it,  and  through  it,  to  help 
others." 

Suggested  Method  Outline. 

Many  a  person,  convinced  that  being  re- 
ligious is  desirable,  hesitates  to  accept  the 
doctrine  that  a  church,  an  organization  of 
believers,  is  necessary.  This  may  be  a  reac- 
tion from  a  failure  of  the  churches  to  help 
mankind  in  their  deep,  spiritual  difficulties. 
Whatever  the  cause  may  be,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  persons  are  separating  them- 
selves, either  actually  or  by  non-attendance, 
from  the  church.  "The  Need  of  Church 
Organization"  is  one  of  the  important  prob- 
lems of  the  day — one  that  the  missionary  at 
home  and  in  the  field  will  meet  frequently. 

This  lesson  might  be  presented  as  a  "Cot- 
tage Meeting"  in  which  the  need  of  a  church 
organization  is  the  topic  for  discussion.  The 
program  would  be  as  follows: 

Opening  song:  "High  on  the  Mountain 
Top. 

Prayer : 

A  short  talk  by  the  Elder  in  charge  (a 
class  member  or  teacher  who  introduces  the 
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topic  and  later  conducts  an  informal  dis- 
cussion. ) 

An  informal  discussion  centered  in  these 
questions: 

Why  do  clubs  and  societies  often  seem 
more  attractive  than  churches? 

What  is  a  church?  What  are  its  legitimate 
activities? 

Explain  why  "strength  comes  when  many 
men  labor  together  for  a  common  cause." 

Discuss  the  statement,  "A  church  accept- 
able to  modern,  thinking  man,  must  offer  to 
its  members  a  body  of  doctrine  which  squares 
with  all  truth." 

Why  can  not  an  isolated  man  accept  the 
responsibility  of  being  the  "conservator  of 
truth,  especially  those  phases  of  it  that  ex- 
plain the  meaning  of  life  and  direct  the  con- 
duct of  men."  Why  should  this  be  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  Church? 

Discuss  the  statement,  "To  endure  the 
tests  of  this  enlightened  day,  a  church  must 
enter  into  every  activity  of  life." 

Why  should  the  acceptable  and  true 
Church  have  a  world  vision? 

Why  should  there  be  a  need  of  divine 
authority? 

What  relationship  does  the  Church  have 
with  God? 

Should  this  authority  be  centralized  in  the 


Church  or  be  borne  separately  by  many 
members?    Why? 

As  a  summary,  explain  in  what  respect  the 
Church  is  more  than  a  club  or  a  society. 

How  may  one  know  the  true  Church? 

Closing  Song:  "Zion  Stands  with  Hills 
Surrounded." 

Assignment. 

Suggest  that  each  member  might  test  out 
the  value  of  his  Church  by  becoming  active 
in  its  organizations.  Also  select  two  class 
members  to  prepare  talks  ior  May  2nd  on 
these  subjects:  "Evidences  for  God,"  and 
"The  Nature  of  God."  (See  Lesson  13). 

Teacher's  Closing  Minute, 

The  teacher  might  make  this  statement 
as  a  closing  contribution:  "Let  us  make  full 
use  of  our  Church  Organization  and  thus 
sense  the  strength  of  cooperative  effort  in 
the  cause  of  righteousness." 

For  Sunday,  April  25,  1937 

Note:  While  the  young  men  are  meeting 
in  monthly  Priesthood  capacity,  the  young 
women  could  present  a  special  program  cen- 
tered in  the  unique  service  rendered  by  wom- 
en missionaries. 


"We  are  all  of  us  distinctly  marked  to  get  back  what  we  give,  even  the  thing 
named  inanimate  nature/* — George  Meredith. 


L.  D.  S.  JAPANESE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  AT  HONOLULU,  HAWAII 

At  right,  Apostle  George  Albert  Smith;  left  front  with  books.  Dr.  T.  Katsunuma;  third  from  left, 
partly  hidden,  K.  Ikegami;  center  front  standing,  Tsune  Nachie;  third  from  right,  E.  L.  Christen- 

sen,   President   Japanese  Branch 


GOSPEL  MESSAGES* 


COURSE  C— THE  PROBLEMS  OF  LATTER-DAY  SAINT  YOUTH 

For  Priests  and  Young  Men  and  Women  of  17  and  18  Years  of  Age 

General  Board  Committee:   Adam  S.  Bennion,  Chairman;  John  T.  Wahlquist,  Vice-Chairman; 

Lynn  S.  Richards,  Earl  J.  Glade 

LESSONS  FOR  APRIL/ 1937 


UNITH 

PERSONAL  PROBLEMS  FROM  THE 

MORMON  VIEWPOINT 


YOUR  RELATION  TO  OTHERS 
Lesson  10*   For  April  4*  1937 

Problem* 

To  What  Extent  Does  My  Life  Belong 
to  Others? 
Text 

Lesson  Quarterly.    Lesson  10. 
References* 

Jos.  F.  Smith,  Gospel  Doctrine,  Chapter 
XV;  M.  Bennion,  Moral  Teachings  of  the 
New  Testament  Chapter  IV. 
Objective* 

To  lead  Latter-day  Saint  youth  to  sense  a 
deep,  religious  obligation  to  mankind. 
Methodology* 

It  is  doubtful  whether  any  discussion 
should  take  place  until  most  students  have 
read  the  Lesson  Quarterly.  Consequently, 
the  teacher  should  make  every  effort  in  this 
direction.  On  the  previous  week,  the  teacher 
might  raise  the  Personal  Problems  (see  the 
Lesson  Quarterly),  have  a  short  class  dis- 
cussion and  then  read  a  few  interesting  ex- 
cerpts from  the  Quarterly.  Once  the  stu- 
dents sample  the  Quarterly,  it  is  believed  that 
it  will  hold  their  interest.  If  few  have  read 
it  before  this  morning  (April  4),  let  them 
read  it  in  class  before  discussing  the  prob- 
lems. If  not  enough  copies  are  available, 
read  the  lesson  aloud,  interspersing  some 
discussion. 

The  following  pivotal  questions  cover  the 
Lesson  Quarterly  for  the  preliminary  recita- 
tion-discussion: 

1.  Why  is  youth  the  most  challenging 
period  in  the  whole  life  span? 

2.  Explain:  "Nature  is  the  perfect  archi- 
tect. 

3.  How  do  we  weave  "the  fabric"  of  our 
lives? 

4.  To  what  extent  is  character  a  personal 
affair?  to  what  extent  is  it  a  social  affair? 
(See  Brigg's  adjectives). 

5.  What  is  an  honorable  life?  Who  de- 
cides whether  it  is  honorable  or  not? 


6.  What  safe  protective  rule  is  proposed 
by  President  Eliot? 

7.  Who  is  the  truly  religious  man? 
Now,  seriously,  but  freely  consider  the 

personal  problems  given  in  the  Lesson  Quar- 
terly. Obviously,  in  this  general  discus- 
sion answers  must  be  in  the  abstract.  How- 
ever, leave  the  impression  that  these  are 
personal  problems  we  are  answering  in  our 
daily  lives. 

Enrichment  Materials* 

1.  Contrast  with  Eliot's  proposal: 
"Rebuke  not  an  elder,  but  entreat  him  as 

a  father;  and  the  younger  men  as  brethren; 
"The  elder  women  as  mothers;  the  young- 
er as  sisters,  with  all  purity."   (I  Timothy 
V:l,2.) 

2.  Scriptures:  Proverbs  3:1-12;  Proverbs 
4:1-27. 

3.  Poetry:  Abou  Ben  Adhem  (have  this 
rendered  by  a  student  immediately  before  the 
close  of  the  hour). 

4.  Songs:  No.  239— Let's  Be  Kind  to  One 
Another.  No.  207 — Have  I  Done  Any 
Good.  No.  159— I'll  Serve  the  Lord  While 
I  am  Young.  No.  146 — Let  Us  Treat  Each 
Other  Kindly. 

(Follow  previous  suggestions:  sing  in  class 
or  use  as  opening,  closing,  or  practice  selec- 
tions in  the  general  assembly). 


YOUR  MARRIAGE 


Lesson  11*  For  April  11*  1937 

Problem* 

Why  and  How  Does  the  Latter-day  Saint 
Marry? 
Text* 

Lesson  Quarterly,  Lesson  11. 

References* 

Joseph  F.  Smith,  Gospel  Doctrine,  Chapter 
XVI;  Popenoe,  Modern  Marriage  (The 
Macmillan  Company,  1926);  M.  Bennion, 
Moral  Teachings  of  the  New  Testament, 
Chapter  XXVI, 

Objective. 

To  lead  youth  to  anticipate  normal  mar- 
riages under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Church. 
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Methodology ♦  to  take  part  in  that  decision,  which  is  quite 

Strive  to  have  the  Lesson  Quarterly  read  as  important  for  her  future  as  it  is  for  his." 

by  each  student  before  the  discussion  begins;  3.  Song:  No.  S3 — O  My  Father.  (Discuss 

preferably  outside  of  class,  but  failing  in  this,  especially  the  third  stanza) . 

in  the  classroom.  

The  following  pivotal  questions  cover  the 

Lesson  Quarterly:  YOUR  MATE 

1.  Why  is  marriage  said  to  be  "the  most 

precious  thing  in  life?"  Explain.  Lesson  12.  For  April  18,  1937 

2.  Explain:    President  Smith  said,  "Mar- 
riage is  the  preserver  of  the  human  race."  Problem: 

3.  What  is  "the  truest  greatness"?  Ex-  What  Personal  Attributes  Should  I  Seek 
plain.       ,  in  a  Mate? 

4.  Explain:   President  Eliot  said,  "People  Text* 

who  marry  get  *  *  *  satisfaction  from  three  Lesson  Quarterly,  Lesson  12. 

successive  generations.  * 

5.  What  are  the  arguments  for  early  mar-  References} 

riages?  Late  marriages?  *Popenoe,  Modern  Marriage,  Golloway, 

6.  What  are  the  dangers  in  marriages  late  Love  and  Marriage;  M.  Bennion,  Moral 
in  life?  Teachings  of  the  New  Testament  Chapter 

7.  Why  do  the  Mormons  practice  temple  XXVI;  Jordan,  The  Strength  of  Being  Clean. 
marriages?  q,.     ,. 

to  think  about  them  until    the  crises  of  life  *tl«„„i,  +t„*  u™,  „,sii  „  *      n     i     ?,  e      it- 
overtake  them  though  the  boy  will  naturally  look  for  the 

attributes  of  the  bride,  his  attention  should 

Enrichment  Material.  also  be  centered  upon  himself  as  a  prospec- 

1.  If  the  discussion  strays  into  the  subject  tive  9room)- 
of  divorce,  fortify  yourself  by  studying  Ben-  ,,  iL   j  , 
nion,  Chapter  XXVI,  and  see:  Matthew  V:  Methodology. 

21-32;  Matthew  XIX:3-10;  Mark  X: 2-22;  In  the  sma11  ,claf  fn  intljnate  socialized 

Luke  XVI:  18;  I  Corinthians  VII:10-16  and  recitation  is  probably  best.    However,  there 

39  may  be  situations  where  noticeably  success- 

2.  If  the  question  of  economic  independ-  £ul  husbands  and  wives  can  be  asked  to  come 
ence  arises,  the  following  quotations  may  to  £ ass  and  lead  in,  difcVssion  of  certain 
prove  of  value*  problems  (see  asterisks  below).     In  certain 

Popenoe:  "The  right  girl  always  prefers  communities  there  may  be  outstanding  lead- 
to  marry  the  right  man  and  make  the  neces-  f rs  wh°  have  made, a  hobb7  of  this  Pr?b- 
sary  sacrifices  for  a  few  years  (if  she  is  1fm-  U.  so'  jnvite,  ™em  to  be  Present,  but 
confident  of  his  ultimate  success) ,  rather  than  do  ,not  let  a  formal  lecture  take  all  the  time 
to  postpone  marriage  indefinitely  waitinq  for  ~ discuss  the  problems.  This  list  of  pivotal 
him  to  make  a  fortune."  questions  is  merely  suggestive: 

Eliot:  "The  scale  on  which  housekeeping  1.  How  important  in  determining  success 

shall  be  begun  is  one  of  the  least  important  or  failure  in  life  is  the  choice  of  a  mate? 

of  the  arrangements  to  be  made  by  a  pair  2.  Do  you  believe  in  "love  at  first  sight?" 

of  lovers  before  marriage.  *  *  *    The  young  Or,  should  we  prepare  for  "love,"  i.  e.  have 

farmer,  mechanic,  or  operative  is  fully  justi-  an  ideal  in  mind  and  await  her  appearance? 

fied  in   marrying,   if  he   has   saved   a   few  3.  How  important  is  religious  affiliations  in 

hundred  dollars,  and  is  competent  to  earn  marriaqe? 

reasonable  wages  in  his  trade  or  occupation.  *4.  Upon  what  factors  does  compatability 

Young  men  without  capital,  particularly  men  depend7 

who  have  received  a  good  education,   and  5.  Why  do  you  favor  the  single  standard? 

mean  to  enter  a  profession  or  the  higher  how  does  this  relate  to  success  in  marriage? 

department  of  corporation    service,    some-  6.  Is  physical  attraction  of  primary  im- 

tunes   defer   offering   themselves   to   young  portance  in  selecting  mates? 

women  whose  parents  are  well-to-do,  on  the     

ground  that  they  are  not  sure  of  an  income  *The  L.  D.  S.  Church  would  not  approve 

which  would  give  the  girls  they  love  all  the  of  all  material  included  in  these  books.  Quote 

comforts   and  luxuries   to  which   they  are  only  those  portions  in  harmony  with   the 

accustomed.    The  young  woman  is  entitled  Gospel. 
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7.  How  long  should  bride  and  groom  be 
acquainted  before  marriage? 

*8.  From  what  circles  should  we  select  our 
mates? 

*9.  What  should  we  look  for  in  prospective 
brides? 

*10.  What  should  we  look  for  in  prospec- 
tive grooms? 

See  also  the  personal  questions  in  the  Les- 
son Quarterly.  Again,  do  not  force  students 
to  answer  these  publicly;  lead  them  to  con- 

*  Advanced  assignments, 
sider  them  seriously  in  private.     If  you  are 


a  successful  teacher,  students  will  come  to 
you  with  their  personal  problems. 

Enrichment  Material* 

See  Proverbs  31 :  10-31  (the  ideal  wife) . 


OPEN  SUNDAY 
April  25,  1937 

To  enable  class  members  to  attend  Stake 
Conferences,  to  make  up  lessons,  and  to 
expand  topics. 

(See  special  Girls'  Classes,  page  62.) 


oOo 


GOING  UP  TOGETHER' 


OLD  TESTAMENT 


COURSE  B— FIRST  QUARTER— LOVE,  COURTSHIP  AND  MARRIAGE 

IN  ANCIENT  ISRAEL 

For  Ordained  Teachers  and  Other  Boys  and  Girls  15  and  16  Years  of  Age 

General  Board  Committee:     David  A.  Smith,  Chairman;  M.  Lynn  Bennion,  Vice-Chairman 


LESSONS  FOR  SECOND  QUARTER 
1937 

Genera]  Objectives. 

1.  To  present  the  stories  and  lessons  of 
the  Old  Testament  in  such  a  way  as  to  stim-v 
ulate  an  interest  in  and  create  a  respect  for 
our  heritage  of  the  past. 

2.  To  find  from  the  pages  of  the  Old  Tes- 
tament some  of  the  contributions  which  may 
enrich  and  promote  spiritual  leadership 
today. 

Old  Testament  Values* 

The  Old  Testament  is  more  than  a  book 
of  historical  facts  and  religious  dogmas;  it 
is  a  book  of  life.  It  is  not  a  dead  book  of 
the  past,  but  a  guide  for  the  present  and 
future.  The  careful  student  soon  concludes 
that  problems  of  life  remain  forever  much 
the  same.  The  prophets  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment denounced  exactly  the  same  social  and 
religious  evils  that  we  find  so  rampant  to- 
day. History  repeats  itself.  The  rulers  of 
the  Old  Testament  faced  the  problems  of 
taxation  and  armament  as  rulers  do  today, 
and  rulers  then  had  the  same  tendencies  as 
they  do  today.  The  true  leaders  of  the  Old 
Testament  possessed  the  same  qualities  and 
characteristics  as  do  the  true  leaders  of  to- 
day. The  solutions  to  the  problems  of  the 
people  who  lived  in  Old  Testament  days  are 
in  many  instances  the  solutions  to  our  present 
problems  if  we  could  only  remove  the  veil 
from  our  eyes  and  see  the  truth. 

"Here  is  a  book  whose  wondrous  pages 
Guards  the  wisdom  of  the  ages; 
Here,  posed  in  azure  deep,  divine, 
The   stars   of  Truth  forever   shine." 
From  The  Master  Bible. 

This  unit  on  leadership  uses  the  above- 
known  facts  and  attempts  to  interpret  in 
an  interesting  and  stimulating  way  the  Old 
Testament  material  and  stories  for  the  pur- 
pose of  pointing  the  way  and  illustrating  our 
problems  and  interests  today. 

With  such  a  textbook,  every  teacher  can 
make  the  lessons  live  and  become  guideposts 
to  his  every  pupil.  May  every  pupil  and 
teacher  at  the  close  of  this  study  stand  and 
repeat  with  the  poet: 


"Book  of  the  ages — I  love  thy  pages! 
Bathed  with  the  tears  of  those  who  sorrow — - 
Bleached  with  the  sweat  of  those  who  labor 
Scorched  by  the  fires  of  persecution — ■ 
Worn  by  the  fingers  of  meditation — 
Cut  and  cursed  by  those  who  abhor  thee — 
Kissed  and   caressed  by  those  who  adore 

thee — 
Book  of  the  ages — I  love  thy  pages:" 

From  The  Master  Bible. 

Matters  of  Importance* 

Every  attempt  will  be  made  to  make  these 
lessons  simple  and  direct  and  easy  to  handle 
for  both  teacher  and  pupil.  There  will  be 
but  few  references  and  sources  aside  from 
the  Old  Testament,  the  Quarterly,  and  The 
Instructor. 

The  pupil  must  have  a  quarterly!  This 
means  each  puipl.  Conduct  a  class  project 
and  secure  a  sufficient  number  of  leaets  so 
that  every  person  in  the  class  may  have  one. 
Secure  several  extras  that  visitors  can  use 
when  they  come  to  the  class.  To  insure  that 
quarterlies  do  not  become  lost,  left  at  home  or 
abused,  the  teacher  should  make  some  ar- 
rangements whereby  the  quarterlies  remain 
under  his  direction  and  are  not  taken  home 
by  pupils.  The  pupil  has  his  own  leaflet 
with  his  name  on  it  and  uses  it  each  class 
period,  but  he  does  not  take  it  home  until 
the  end  of  each  quarter.  If  he  has  missed 
any  of  the  work  he  may  then  complete  it. 

The  Teacher  Must  Have  The  Instructor. 

This  is  most  important!  There  is  no  other 
place  where  the  teacher  may  secure  the 
"suggestions  for  giving  the  lessons,"  adap- 
tations," "interesting  supplementary  materi- 
als," and  "important  instructions."  No 
teacher  should  so  lightly  sense  the  responsi- 
bility of  his  position  as  a  leader  of  the  youth 
of  the  Church  as  to  attempt  to  teach  Sun- 
day School  without  The  Instructor.  It  is 
like  a  missionary  without  a  Bible;  like  a 
football  coach  without  a  book  of  rules. 

In  this  unit  of  work  a  wide  variety  of  ac- 
tivities will  be  used.  Careful  directions  and 
suggestions  for  each  lesson  will  appear  in 
The  Instructor. 

The  Old  Testament  must  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  teacher.    It  is  not  necessary  for  each 
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pupil  to  have  an  Old  Testament,  but  it  is 
desirable  as  far  as  possible. 

Other  reference  books  will  be  easy  to  se- 
cure locally  for  each  time  used.  They  will 
be  listed  in  The  Instructor. 

Teachers:  Use  every  means  available  to 
make  your  classes  faith-promoting,  stimulat- 
ing and  worthwhile.  The  key  is  you:  Are  you 
sufficiently  interested  to  radiate  enthusiasm? 
Your  call  is  an  important  one;  do  you  feel 
your  responsibility  to  the  extent  where  you 
always  prepare  your  lessons  adequately?  Do 
you  use  your  initiative  and  create  lesson 
surprises?    Your  pupils  detest  monotony. 


LEADERSHIP  IN  ANCIENT  ISRAEL 
LESSONS  FOR  APRIL,   1937 

WHAT  IT  MEANS  TO  BE  A  LEADER 
Lesson  10*    For  Sunday,  April  4,  1937 


CONCERT  RECITATION 

(Matthew  20*27) 
"Whosoever  will  be  chief  among  youj 
let  him  be  your  servant/* 


Text* 

Quarterly,  Lesson  10. 

Objective: 

jo  stimulate  thinking  in  regard  to  leaders 
and  leadership  to  the  end  that  pupils  may 
be  motivated  towards  better  preparation  for 
spiritual  leadership. 

Supplementing  References. 

Kent  and  Fenkins,  The  Testimony  of  a 
Nation's  Ideals;  Dalby,  Land  and  Leaders 
of  Israel;  Washburn,  The  Story  of  the  Old 
Testament. 

The  Approach*  - 

The  objective  is  the  teacher's  guide  to 
what  he  hopes  to  accomplish  through  the 
lesson  and  as  such  is  of  great  value  and 
importance  in  giving  direction  to  the  lesson 
procedure  and  content.  The  objective,  how- 
ever, can  usually  be  more  fully  realized  if 
it  is  not  placed  directly  before  the  students. 
It  is  essential  to  the  success  of  your  lesson 
to  establish  a  point  of  contact  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  class  period.  A  brief  story  or 
incident  depicting  true  leadership  may  ac- 
complish it.  Where  can  you  find  thrilling 
stories  of  spiritual  leadership?  Newspapers, 
magazines,  and  particularly  Biographies  are 
excellent  sources. 

Suggestions  For  Teaching*     - 

1.  Pass  the  Quarterly  to  members  of  the 
class  and  lead  them  in  a  preliminary  discus- 


sion of  the  seven  questions  found  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  lesson.  Allow  pupils  free 
rein  to  discuss.  Their  answers  may  not 
always  agree  with  what  you  think  is  right, 
but  don't  worry  about  that;  this  is  a  period 
to  start  the  thinking  mechanism.  Don't  be 
too  insistent  upon  definite  conclusions. 

2.  Next  have  pupils  read  the  lesson  text 
material.  Ask  them  to  pause  and  think  care- 
fully about  each  question  which  appears  in 
the  body  of  the  text.  If  pupils  need  help 
have  them  raise  hands;  give  individual  help. 
(This  is  a  period  of  Directed  Study.) 

3.  When  the  reading  has  been  finished, 
ask  for  further  questions  and  responses  from 
the  class.  If  there  are  none,  spend  a  little 
time  bringing  out  the  answers  to  the  prob- 
lems in  the  body  of  the  text. 

4.  In  the  space  for  question  answers  at 
the  end  of  the  lesson,  the  pupil  should  write 
very  brief,  but  pointed  answers  to  the  ques- 
tions at  the  beginning  of  the  lesson.  (The 
teacher  must  be  prepared  to  furnish  pencils 
for  this  writing.  They  should  be  collected 
and  may  last  the  whole  year.  Ask  the  Su- 
perintendent, and  you  will  be  supplied  with 
sufficient  number   for  your  needs.) 

If  the  time  expires  before  you  have  op- 
portunity to  write  the  answers,  do  so  at  the 
beginning  of  the  next  period;  it  will  serve 
as  a  good  review. 

If  you  still  have  class  time  remaining,  the 
pupils  may  be  depended  upon  to  tell  inci- 
dents revealing  true  leadership,  which  have 
come  to  their  attention. 

6.  Gather  leaflets  and  pencils  to  retain 
until  the  next  lesson  period. 

Supplementary* 

Every  student  must  search  deep  into  the 
resources  of  his  own  soul  to  discover  those 
spiritual  endowments  out  of  which  he  may 
develop  the  capabilities  of  leadership.  There 
is  an  old  Hindu  legend,  that  at  one  time  all 
men  on  earth  were  Gods  but  that  men  so 
sinned  and  abused  the  divine,  that  Brahma, 
the  God  of  all  Gods,  decided  that  the  god- 
head should  be  taken  away  from  man  and 
hid  some  place  where  they  would  never 
again  find  it  to  abuse  it.  "We  will  bury  it 
deep  in  the  earth,"  said  the  other  gods. 
"No,"  said  Brahma,  "because  man  will  dig 
down  in  the  earth  and  find  it."  "Then  we 
will  sink  it  in  the  deepest  ocean,"  they  said. 
"No,"  said  Brahma,  "because  man  will  learn 
to  dive  and  find  it  there,  too."  "We  will 
hide  it  on  the  highest  mountain,"  they  said. 
"No,"  said  Brahma,  "because  man  will  some 
day  climb  every  mountain  on  the  earth  and 
again  capture  the  godhead."    "Then  we  do 
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not  know  where  to  hide  it  where  he  cannot 
find  it,"  said  the  lesser  gods.  "I  will  tell 
you,"  said  Brahma.  "Hide  it  down  in  man 
himself.  He  will  never  think  to  look  there." 
And  that  is  what  they  did.  Hidden  down 
in  every  man  is  some  of  the  divine.  Ever 
since  then,  he  has  gone  over  the  earth,  dig- 
ging, diving,  and  climbing,  looking  for  that 
god-like  quality,  which  all  the  time  is  hid- 
den down  within  himself.  It  is  this  spark 
of  the  divine  that  we  hope  to  stimulate 
through  the  story  of  Old  Testament  leader- 
ship. 

LEADERS  OF  THE  PAST  POINT  THE 
WAY 

Lesson  11*  For  Sunday*  April  11,  1937 

Text* 

The  Quarterly,  lesson  11. 

Objective. 

To  preview  briefly  the  outstanding  lead- 
ers of  the  Old  Testament  to  create  interest 
in  and  enthusiasm  for  the  quarter  s  work  on 
leadership. 

Lesson  Approach. 

In  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  London,  on  a 
tablet  to  the  memory  of  General  Charles 
"Chinese"  Gordon  these  immortal  words  are 
written:  "Who  at  all  times  and  everywhere 
gave  his  strength  to  the  weak,  his  substance 
to  the  poor,  his  sympathy  to  the  suffering, 
his  heart  to  God."  Dr.  Wilford  Grenfell 
said:  "Real  religion  makes  one  do  things — 
a  power  beyond  my  own  to  win  out."  Re- 
ligion was  central  in  the  lives  of  Old  Testa- 
ment leaders.  It  is  true  of  great  leaders  of 
all  time. 

Suggestions  For  Teaching. 

1.  A  direct  question  such  as:  "Why  do 
you  attend  school?"  may  serve  as  an  excel- 
lent point  of  contact  for  this  lesson.  Be 
careful  not  to  chide  pupils  for  answers  which 
may  evidence  immature  thinking.  Discuss 
freely  for  a  few  moments.  Arrive  at  no 
definite  answer  for  the  present. 

2.  Pass  out  quarterlies  to  pupils  of  class 
and  have  them  read  the  textual  material  look- 
ing carefully  for  the  answers  to  the  following 
questions  which  have  previously  been  placed 
on  the  blackboard: 

1 .  Of  what  value  is  the  study  of  leaders  of 
former  generations? 

2.  What  was  wrong  with  John's  statement 
to  Bill? 

3.  What  did  Bill  believe  in  regard  to  a 
person's  success  in  life? 

4.  What  are  the  facts  given  in  the  lesson 
about  each  character  listed? 


3.  After  a  given  time  of  reading  call  for 
any  questions  or  responses  from  the  class. 
Discuss  freely  any  problems  which  arise  and 
also  comment  on  the  four  problems  above. 

4.  Discuss  the  ten  questions  at  the  end  of 
the  lesson.  There  are  sufficient  problems 
there  to  promote  a  thoroughly  interesting  and 
stimulating  discussion. 

5.  Gather  leaflets. 

Should  there  remain  any  time,  the  teacher 
may  discuss  the  following  related  topics: 

1.  Ancestor  worship  in  Japan  and  China 
has  retarded  progress  in  those  places. 

2.  Education  plays  an  important  part  in 
the  training  for  leadership. 

3.  Many  real  leaders  have  had  no  formal 
schooling.    Explain. 

4.  Vicarious  living  is  important  and  in- 
teresting. (To  really  appreciate  the  experi- 
ences of  others  we  must  participate  in  our 
imagination.  How  best  develop  this  ability?) 
Supplementary  Material. 

Dr.  Grenfell  says  in  his  book,  What  Christ 
Means  to  Me,  "If  the  hardest  thing  in  the 
world  to  resist  is  temptation  we  should  pre- 
sent a  vision  of  Christ  that  tempts  men  the 
right  way.  Real  religion  dreams  dreams  and 
sees  visions  that  intoxicate  every  bit  as  much 
as  liquor.  Only  it  intoxicates  with  deeds  of 
kindness,  justice,  chivalry,  and  love.  It  an- 
swers the  insatiate  demands  of  youth,  that 
high  spirit  for  freedom  from  boredom  and 
the  pettiness  of  daily  routine,  every  whit  as 
naturally  and  undeniable  as  drinking,  petting 
parties,  gambling  tables  or  the  self -pollution 
of  lust  and  license,  which  surely,  if  slowly, 
evokes  the  loathsome  Hyde  out  of  the 
knightly  Jekyll,  which  is  in  us.  St.  Paul's  life 
was  as  full  of  thrills  as  Herod  Agrippa's, 
Abraham  Lincoln's,  or  Napoleon's. 


DANIEL:  LEADERSHIP  AND  IDEALS 

Lesson  12.    For  Sunday  April  18,  1937 

Text: 

The  Quarterly,  Lesson  12. 

Objective: 

Leadership  comes  by  adherence  to  worthy 
ideals. 

Additional  Reference. 

Dalby,  Ezra  C,  Land  and  Leaders  of 
Israel  pp.  445-449.  (This  book  should  be 
readily  available  in  most  localities.  It  has 
been  used  as  a  text-book  for  Seminaries  for 
a  number  of  years. ) 

The  Bible,  Daniel  1 :3-20. 

Lesson  Approach. 

Either  teacher  or  a  pupil  might  relate  a 
stirring  incident  of  a  Mormon  boy  or  group 
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of  boys  winning  high  honors  in  athletics  and 
the  part  that  clean  living  played  in  their  suc- 
cess. The  story  of  Creed  Haymond  winning 
the  220  yard  dash  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  is  especially  stimulating.  All 
the  other  runners  took  a  little  wine  the  night 
before  the  meet  on  the  advice  of  the  coach, 
Haymond  refused  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
against  his  religion.  The  other  runners  were 
all  sick  on  the  morning  of  the  contest  and 
Haymond  won  for  his  school  almost  single- 
handed. 

Suggestions  For  Teaching* 

1 .  Present  a  challenge  to  the  pupils  of  the 
class.  The  statements  and  questions  at  the 
first  of  the  Quarterly  material  should  be  used, 
as  well  as  any  additional  material  you  may 
think  of. 

2.  Supply  the  pupils  with  pencils  where 
needed  so  that  as  soon  as  the  reading  of  the 
body  of  textual  material  is  completed  they 
may  begin  working  on  the  "completion  ex- 
ercise." Instruct  the  pupils  to  read  care- 
fully and  without  referring  to  the  "comple- 
tion exercise"  or  the  final  questions.  The 
blanks  should  be  filled  as  nearly  as  possible 
without  re-reading.  When  the  pupil  has 
done  his  best,  permit  him  to  re-read,  find 
the  answers  he  didn't  know  before,  and  re- 
check  all  the  filled  spaces  so  that  all  spaces 
may  be  filled  correctly. 

3.  Correct  the  "completion  exercise"  and 
discuss  with  them  any  problems  and  ques- 
tions which  might  arise.  Be  careful  to  not 
emphasize  this  exercise  as  a  test.  It  is  a 
"work  exercise,"  not  a  test.  Honor  all 
sensible  answers  whether  they  agree  with 
the  answers  given  here  or  not.  It  is  more 
important  that  pupils  think  than  that  they 
all  have  identical  answers. 

Answers  to  "completion  exercise." 
1.  Climb  up,  boost. 
1.  Babylon. 

3.  Jerusalem,  Judah. 

4.  Jerusalem,  Babylonians,  597,  100,000, 
exiled,  Babylon. 

5.  Aristocratic,  Jerusalem. 

6.  Four,  Judah,  training,  counselor,  Baby- 
lon. 

7.  Pulse,  water,  meat,  wine. 

8.  Melzar,  companions,  10,  Hebrew, 
iairer,  fatter. 

9.  Three  years,  companions,  wisdom,  un- 
derstanding. 

10.  Magicians,  astrologers. 


4.  The  pupils  will  be  interested  in  dis- 
cussing the  problems  at  the  end  of  the  lesson. 
Be  sure  that  you  as  teacher  have  done  ade- 
quate thinking  on  the  problems  so  you  may 
be  a  real  guide  to  the  pupils.  It  is  not  the 
proper  attitude  for  you  to  dictate  what  is 
correct  and  false  in  regard  to  answers  but 
you  must  lead  pupils  to  right  conclusions. 
You  are  the  light.  "Don't  ever  lead  a  pupil 
into  a  dark  hole  and  then  blow  out  the 
candle." 

5.  Gather  leaflets  and  pencils. 

Supplementary  Material. 

1.  Refrain  from  making  this  lesson  a  neg- 
ative discussion  of  the  Word  of  Wisdom; 
you  may  emphasize  the  positive  teachings  of 
the  revelation. 

2.  The  young  man  who,  a  few  years  ago, 
was  chosen  to  study  in  Edison's  laboratories; 
or  the  boy  from  Portland  who  won  the 
$5000  four-year  college  scholarship  given  by 
Eddie  Cantor  must  have  felt  much  as  Daniel 
did  when  he  was  chosen  for  special  training, 

3.  Most  authorities  agree  that  "pulse" 
means  more  than  peas  and  beans  (members 
of  the  pulse  family  of  plants,)  but  is  a  general 
term  meaning  edible  herbs  and  grains. 

4.  The  story  of  the  conquests  against 
Canaan  can  be  "flavored  up"  to  teach  a  les- 
son in  leadership.  Why  was  it  necessary  for 
the  leading  power  of  the  ancient  world  to 
control  Canaan? 

5.  Daniel  had  the  right  to  believe  he  could 
become  a  leader;  he  was  one  of  the  "prom- 
ised children."  Do  Latter-day  Saints  have 
the  same  promise? 

6.  Every  community  has  its  leaders  who 
are  successful  because  they  "stood  by"  the 
ideals  they  knew  to  be  correct.  Find  some 
of  these  examples  and  tell  about  them. 

7.  "How  prudently  most  men  sink  into 
nameless  graves,  while  now  and  then  a  few 
forget  themselves  into  immortality." — Wen- 
dell Phillips.  Phillips'  language  is  a  para- 
phrase of  the  Savior's  words:  "For  whoso- 
ever will  save  his  life  shall  lose  it:  but  who- 
soever will  lose  his  life  for  my  sake,  the  same 
shall  find  it."  Daniel  forgot  himself  into  im- 
mortality, just  as  others  have  done  who  have 
followed  in  his  steps  and  obeyed  God  with- 
out thought  of  consequence  to  themselves. 


For  Sunday,  April  25,  1937 
Open  Sunday 
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LESSONS  FOR  APRIL,  1937 


CONCERT  RECITATION 

(Book  of  Mormon,  Mosiah  2:17) 
"♦  ♦  ♦  When  ye  are  in  the  service  o£  your 
fellow  beings  ye  are  only  in  the  service 
of  your  God/* 


INTRODUCTION   TO   THE   SECOND 

PART  OF  THE  BOOK  OF  MORMON, 

BY  THE  AUTHOR  OF  THE  BOOK 

Lesson  12*    For  Sunday,  April  4,  1937 

Text* 

The  Words  of  Mormon;  Sunday  School 
Lessons   ( Quarterly ) ,  No.  1 2. 

Specific  Objective* 

To  familiarize  the  children  with  the  inter- 
esting structural  details  of  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon, and  their  significance. 
Discussion* 

( 1 )  The  autobiographical  writings  of  the 
prophets — beginning  with  Nephi  and  ending 
with  Amaleki.  These  interesting  documents, 
which  we  have  studied  in  miniature  for  the 
first  quarter's  work,  comprise  the  "small 
plates"  that  Mormon  found  among  his  source 
materials  when  he  was  midway  through  his 
enterprise  of  making  an  abridgment  of  the 
large  plates. 

(2)  "The  Words  of  Mormon"- — a  single 
chapter,  pp.  132-133  of  our  present  ZJooA: 
of  Mormon,  tells  of  Mormon's  finding  the 
small  plates,  about  385  A.  D„  and  that  he 
was  inspired  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  to 
include  them  with  the  remainder  of  his  rec- 
ord. The  reason  for  this  inspiration  became 
clear  when  Martin  Harris  lost  the  first  part 
of  Joseph  Smith's  translation  of  Mormon's 
own  record,  and  the  prophet  was  directed  to 
substitute  for  it  a  translation  of  the  small 
plates.  Through  this  occurrence,  the  first 
part  of  Mormon's  abridged  history  of  his 
people  is  not  printed  in  the  Book  of  Mormon 
today. 

( 3 )  The  second  part  of  Mormon's  abridg- 
ment (pp.  134-459)  covers  all  that  period 
from  about  B.  C.  130  to  A.  D.  321,  when 
the  custodian  of  the  plates,  Ammaron,  fin- 
ished his  writing  and  hid  up  the  records. 

(4)  The  third  part  of  Mormon's  work: 
Ammaron  entrusts  Mormon,  at  the  tender  age 
of  ten,  with  the  secret  of  the  sacred  records, 


and  instructs  him  to  finish  the  record  of  his 
people  when  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  he 
is  to  go  and  uncover  the  plates.  Mormon 
writes  seven  chapters  relating  to  his  own 
times,  pp.  460-472,  called  "The  Book  of 
Mormon" — a  small  book  within  the  large 
book,  and  both  of  the  same  name. 

(5)  The  remainder  of  the  work,  pp.  472- 
522,  written  by  Moroni  subsequent  to  the 
destruction  of  his  people,  includes  the  Book 
of  Ether,  which  is  an  abridgment  of  the 
Jaredite  record  —  the  twenty-four  plates 
which  were  found  by  the  people  of  Limhi. 

Activities* 

(a)  A  dramatized  inquiry  into  the  reason 
for  the  complication  in  the  structure  of  the 
BooA:  of  Mormon  which  arises  with  the  in- 
troduction of  "The  Words  of  Mormon,"  is 
presented  so  that  there  will  be  pupil  par- 
ticipation in  a  lesson  which  might  otherwise 
take  the  form  of  a  lecture.  The  teacher 
may  increase  the  effectiveness  of  this  drama- 
tization by  interjecting  points  of  his  own 
and  reading  some  of  the  passages  which  im- 
press him. 

Suggestions  on  the  Preparation  and 
Presentation  of  Activities* 

Special  assignments  may  be  made  a  ground 
for  approaching  the  pupil  in  such  a  way  that 
he  can  be  made  to  feel  the  personal  interest 
of  the  teacher.  Interesting  types  of  pupil 
activity  such  as  oral  reading,  story-telling, 
and  dramatization,  stimulate  pupils  to  extra- 
ordinary effort.  This  effort  should  be  re- 
warded with  the  immediate  recognition  and 
approval  of  the  teacher,  for  if  the  teacher 
fails  to  see  that  a  pupil  has  made  a  real 
effort,  the  edge  of  enthusiasm  is  very  quickly 
dulled,  and  not  only  the  pupil  but  the  class 
may  slip  back  to  an  unsatisfied  and  apathetic 
attitude.  There  must  be  real  community  of 
spirit  between  teacher  and  pupil. 

One  of  the  most  satisfactory  mediums  for 
cordial  cooperation  is  on  projects  such  as 
tiny  bits  of  research  or  in  presenting  a  drama- 
tization. Several  such  projects  are  outlined 
for  the  special  assignments  for  this  month. 

(a)  As  a  special  assignment  for  this  les- 
son, two  children  may  go  over  the  Chrono- 
logical Chart  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  by 
George  Reynolds  _  (Deseret  Book  Store, 
$2,00  postpaid) ,  and  examine  the  chart  care- 
fully up  to  t  the  end  of  the  reign  of  King 
Benjamin. 

Teach  one  of  the  pupils  to  explain  clearly 
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the  significance  on  the  chart  o£  the  three 
bands  of  color  representing  Lamanites,  Ne- 
phites,  and  the  people  of  Zarahemla;  to  point 
out  that  the  people  of  Zarahemla  had  had 
practically  as  long  a  history  in  the  promised 
land  as  the  colony  of  Lehi,  though  their 
history  was  not  written;  the  significance  of 
the  green  band  for  the  united  people  of  Lehi 
and  Zarahemla.  Both  pupils  should  read 
with  you  the  last  paragraphs  of  Lesson  11 
( The  Book  of  Omni )  as  a  hint  of  the  history 
to  be  following  this  month  and  particularly 
in  May  of  the  colony  of  Zeniff. 

Have  the  second  pupil  point  out  the  date 
lines,  12^  years  apart;  the  year  600  B.  C; 
125  B.  C.  (end  of  King  Benjamin's  reign); 
the  comparative  length  of  time  covered  by 
the  writings  of  Nephi,  Jacob,  Enos,  and  the 
other  writers  summarized  in  last  month's 
review;  that  the  chapter  we  read  last  (The 
Book  of  Omni ) ,  covers  a  period  of  time 
slightly  longer  than  the  entire  history  of  the 
United  States  from  1776  to  1928;  that  the 
small  plates  of  Nephi  cover  a  period  almost 
as  long  as  the  history  of  America  from 
Columbus  (1492)  to  the  present  (1937). 

You  yourself  may  call  attention  to  some 
of  the  most  prominent  happenings  of  this 
period  of  almost  400  years,  which  are  keyed 
1,  2,  8,  12,  13,  14.  If  one  of  the  children 
undertakes  to  do  this,  it  will  demand  practice 
with  the  chart,  since  it  must  be  done  without 
hesitation  or  there  will  be  a  loss  of  interest 
in  the  class. 

Pupils  should  practice  using  a  pointer  or 
ruler,  and  the  chart  can  be  hung  slightly 
higher  than  their  heads,  for  showing  to  the 
class.  If  strong  pins  or  light  nails  at  the 
right  distance  apart  are  driven  into  the  wall, 
as  much  or  as  little  of  the  length  of  the  chart 
can  be  displayed  at  once  as  you  may  desire. 

The  second  pupil  may  point  out  on  the 
chart  the  indication  of  the  return  of  the 
people  of  Zeniff — a  hint  of  the  trend  of  events 
in  the  next  Sunday's  lesson. 

You  will  need  to  order  the  chart  a  few 
weeks  ahead. 

With  the  oral  reading  of  the  first  para- 
graphs of  "The  Words  of  Mormon"  unroll 
the  chart  to  its  full  length  and  point  out  the 
period  of  the  historian  Mormon  and  his  son 
Moroni. 


THE  MARVELOUS  EFFECT  OF  AN 
OLD  KINGS  SPEECH 

Lesson  13*  For  Sunday,  April  11,  1937 

Text 

Mosiah     1-6;     Sunday    §chool    Lessons 
(Quarterly),  Lesson  13, 


Objective* 

To  teach  ideas  of  public  service. 
Discussion* 

Just  as  the  lack  of  radio  and  other  modern 
facilities  in  King  Benjamin's  day  kept  the 
ancient  king  from  communicating  with  his 
people  frequently,  and  this  speech  therefore 
required  a  unique  setting  and  brought  such 
unusual  results;  so  also  the  isolation  and  lack 
of  facilities  for  world-wide  communication 
gave  opportunity  for  the  New  World  com- 
munity to  be  given  a  full  preview  of  the  life 
and  mission  of  Jesus  Christ  over  100  years 
before  the  event.  Men  in  the  New  World 
would  be  required  to  walk  by  faith,  even 
with  this  clear  picture;  while  if  King  Ben- 
jamin's speech  had  been  broadcast  to  Jeru- 
salem, the  Jews  might  have  acted  toward 
Jesus  with  full  knowledge  of  his  mission. 
It  is  not  strange  that  Mosiah's  people  were 
permitted  to  be  called  the  Children  of  Christ 
as  early  as  125  B.  C,  but  it  is  nevertheless 
a  wonderful  and  to  many  a  very  new  thought. 
Activities. 

Each  activity  item  should  be  made  the  op- 
portunity for  a  personal  contact  between 
teacher  and  student.  Mere  perfunctory  oral 
assignment  of  an  activity  a  week  ahead,  with 
an  implied  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  teacher 
that  the  fulfillment  of  the  assignment  is  a 
duty  rather  than  a  privilege,  can  do  little 
toward  building  an  understanding  of  public 
service. 

The  stories  in  the  lessons  of  the  first  quar- 
ter lend  themselves  to  arousing  an  under- 
standing of  the  alertness  and  unselfishness 
required  to  cultivate  leadership  and  service 
in  a  family  and  small  group.  This  quarter's 
lessons  lend  themselves  admirably  to  giving 
an  insight  into  the  wider  service  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Children  who  in  the  course  of  preparing 
their  lessons  have  marked  their  lesson  text 
with  plus  marks  for  recognitions  of  commun- 
ity service  and  leadership  should  be  encour- 
agd  to  report  by  reading  the  passages  so 
marked.  The  teacher  should  also  be  alert 
to  inquire  for  further  items  prepared  or 
looked  up  during  the  week,  and  give  careful 
recognition  for  them. 


AMMON'S  EXPEDITION.  TWO  LOST 
PEOPLE'S— ONE  OF  THEM  EXTINCT 

Lesson  14.   For  Sunday,  April  18,  1937 

Text. 

Mosiah    7-8;     Sunday    School    Lessons 
(Quarterly),  No.  14. 

Objective* 

To  trace  in  further  new  circumstances  the 
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demonstration    of    community    service    and 
leadership. 

Activities* 

The  reference  researches  indicated  in  the 
lesson  should  become  the  basis  for  short 
talks  and  readings.  As  some  children 
make  a  negative  response  to  assignments  of 
talks  or  readings,  the  idea  of  the  research 
and  means  of  reporting  it  should  precede 
the  idea  of  "giving  a  talk,"  and  a  report 
should  actually  be  planned  and  grow  out 
of  the  situation  before  such  a  child  realizes 
that  it  means  a  floor  talk.  Of  course,  to 
children  who  have  already  learned  to  enjoy 
the  exhilaration  of  giving  a  talk,  the  assign- 
ment may  be  made  as  an  assignment  to  give 
a  talk. 

The  dialogue  in  this  lesson,  and  the  panto- 
mime, which  are  suggested  as  dramatizations, 
will  enrich  the  class  exercise  time  to  the 
extent  that  the  children  can  live  the  char- 
acters and  feel  the  life  lessons  of  the  individ- 
uals they  represent.  This  does  not  require 
loud  or  oratorical  speaking.  It  certainly  does 
not  require  display  gestures  or  acting.  It  is 
introduced  here  simply  to  enhance  apprecia- 
tion of  the  lesson. 


Notes  on  February  Lessons:  The  oral 
readings  referred  to  in  the  February  Lessons 
(Quarterly)  are  given  below. 

A  WORD  PICTURE  OF  BABYLON 

Students  of  the  era  of  Jewish  history  be- 
tween 600  and  500  B.  C,  when  Jerusalem 
was  destroyed  according  to  prophecy,  and 
her  people  carried  off  into  captivity  in  Baby- 
lon, are  interested  not  merely  in  the  cruelties 
imposed  upon  the  prisoners  by  the  conquer- 
ing chieftains  of  the  Syrian  army,  but  in  the 
stage  of  civilization  in  which  the  captive 
Jews  were  to  remain  until  Babylon  herself 
should  fall  before  the  invading  armies  of 
Darius  the  Persian. 

The  hanging  gardens  of  Babylon  were 
listed  by  the  traveled  Greeks  as  one  of  the 
seven  wonders  of  the  world,  and  the  splendor 
of  the  now  ruined  palaces  and  temples  is  an 
indication  of  the  inspiration  that  this  civiliza- 
tion could  pass  on  to  the  Jews,  who  from 
century  to  century  absorbed  from  their 
neighbors  and  passed  on  to  posterity,  even  to 
the  present  generation,  much  of  the  good  that 
each  passing  empire  had  to  give. 

However,  among  its  good  contributions, 
each  of  the  conquering  nations  displayed  a 
capacity  for  wickedness  and  savage  brutality, 
as  is  amply  evidenced  in  Ezekiel,  Daniel, 
and  other  documents  of  the  historic  past. 


A  word  picture  of  the  mixture  of  splendor 
and  of  moral  debauchery  of  Babylon  at  its 
height  was  drawn  by  the  eminent  preacher, 
T.  DeWitt  Talmage,  in  a  sermon  many 
years  ago.  A  shortened  selection  has  excel- 
lent possibilities  for  an  oral  reading. 

THE  FALL  OF  BABYLON 

Night  was  about  to  come  down  on  Baby- 
lon. The  shadows  of  her  two  hundred  and 
fifty  towers  began  to  lengthen.  The  Eu- 
phrates rolled  on,  touched  by  the  fiery  splen- 
dors of  the  setting  sun;  and  gates  of  brass, 
burnished  and  glittering,  opened  and  shut 
like  doors  of  flame.  The  hanging  gardens 
of  Babylon,  wet  with  the  heavy  dew,  began 
to  pour,  from  starlit  flower  and  dripping 
leaf,  a  fragrance  for  many  miles  around. 
The  streets  and  squares  were  lighted  for 
dance,  and  frolic,  and  promenade.  The  the- 
atres and  galleries  of  art  invited  the  wealth, 
and  pomp,  and  grandeur  of  the  city  to  rare 
entertainments.  Scenes  of  riot  and  drinking 
were  mingled  in  every  street;  and  godless 
mirth,  and  outrageous  excess,  and  splendid 
wickedness  came  to  the  king's  palace,  to  do 
their  mightiest  deeds  of  darkness. 

A  royal  feast  tonight  at  the  king's  palace! 
Rushing  up  to  the  gates  are  chariots,  up- 
holstered with  precious  cloth  and  drawn  by 
fire-eyed  horses,  that  rear  and  neigh  in  the 
grasp  of  the  charioteers;  while  a  thousand 
lords  dismount,  and  women,  dressed  in  all 
the  splendors  of  emerald,  coral,  and  purple, 
and  princely  embroideries  brought  from  afar 
by  camels  across  the  desert,  and  by  ships 
across  the  sea. 

Open  wide  the  gates,  and  let  the  guests 
come  in.  The  chamberlains  and  cup-bearers 
are  all  ready.  Hark  to  the  rustle  of  the 
silks,  and  to  the  carol  of  the  music!  See 
the  blaze  of  the  jewels!  Lift  the  banners.  Fill 
the  cups.  Clap  the  cymbals.  Blow  the 
trumpets.  Let  the  night  go  by  with  song, 
and  dance;  and  let  that  Babylonish  tongue 
be  palsied  that  will  not  say,  "O  King  Bel- 
shazzar,  live  forever!" 

All  parts  of  the  earth  had  sent  their  richest 
foods  to  that  table.  Fruits,  in  baskets  of 
silver,  entwined  with  leaves,  plucked  from 
royal  conservatories.  Vases,  filled  with  nuts 
from  forests  of  distant  lands.  Wine  from 
the  royal  cellars.  Statues  of  mighty  men  look 
down.  Idols  stand  on  pedestals  of  precious 
stones.  Music  and  the  blast  of  trumpets 
ripples  along  the  wall  and  down  the  cor- 
ridors, thrilling  the  souls  of  a  thousand  ban- 
queters. The  signal  is  given,  and  the  lords 
and  ladies,  the  mighty  men  and  women  of 
the  land,  come  around  the  table.     Pour  out 
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the  wine.  Let  foam  and  bubble  kiss  the 
rim!  Hoist  every  one  his  cup  and  drink  to 
the  sentiment:  "O  King  Belshazzar,  live  for- 
ever!" Away  with  care  from  the  palace!  Tear 
royal  dignity  to  tatters!  Pour  out  more  wine! 
Give  us  more  light,  wilder  music,  sweeter 
perfume! 

What  is  that  on  the  plastering  of  the  wall? 
Is  it  a  spirit?  Is  it  a  phantom?  Is  it  God? 
The  music  stops.  The  goblets  fall  from 
the  nerveless  grasp.  There  is  a  thrill.  There 
is  a  start.  There  is  a  thousand-voiced  shriek 
of  horror.  Let  Daniel  be  brought  in  to  read 
that  writing.  He  comes  in  He  reads  it: 
"Weighed  in  the  balance  and  found  want- 
ing." 

Meanwhile  the  Assyrians,  who  for  two 
years  had  been  laying  a  siege  to  that  city, 
took  advantage  of  that  carousal  and  came 
in.  I  hear  the  feet  of  the  conquerors  on 
the  palace  stairs.  Massacre  rushes,  in  with 
a  thousand  gleaming  knives.  Death  bursts 
upon  the  scene;  and  I  shut  the  door  of  that 
banqueting-hall,  for  I  do  not  want  to  look. 
There  is  nothing  there  but  torn  banners,  and 
broken  wreaths,  and  the  slush  of  upset  cups, 
and  the  blood  of  murdered  women,  and  the 
kicked  and  tumbled  carcass  of  a  dead  king. 
For  "in  that  night  was  Belshazzar,  the  king 
of  the  Chaldeans,  slain." 

— T.  De  Witt  Talmage. 


CHINESE  VILLAGE  RECORDS 

Alfred  Radcliffe-Brown,  head  of  the  soci- 
ology department  at  the  University  of  Chi- 
cago, is  authority  for  the  statement  that 
until  1600  A.  D.,  the  Chinese  were  ahead  of 
Europe  in  almost  all  cultural  respects. 

In  some  of  the  Chinese  villages  of  today 
we  may  trace  the  pattern  of  Chinese  insti- 
tutions in  their  purest  form. 

One  of  the  Chinese  institutions  is  the 
preservation   of  genealogy,   with  reverence 


for  achievement  in  great  men,  especially  if 
they  be  friends,  or  ancestors. 

In  a  Chinese  village  there  is  an  ancestral 
hall,  in  which  there  are  tablets  commemor- 
ating the  names  of  those  who  have  been 
especially  worthy.  This  is  a  clan,  or  family 
hall,  because  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village  belong  to  this  clan.  It  may  be  used 
also  for  a  school,  or  for* a  temple,  or  other 
meeting  place,  but  it  is  primarily  a  hall  for 
the  respect  of  those  who  have  gone  before. 
The  highest  and  central  tablet  will  be  that 
of  the  man  who  founded  the  village.  On  its 
right  side  will  be  the  tablet  of  his  eldest  son, 
and  on  its  left  the  tablets  of  his  grandsons. 
And  on  certain  occasions  food  will  be 
brought  to  the  hall  and  there  will  be  a 
family  celebration,  in  which  both  living  and 
dead  are  supposed  to  be  very  happy.  There 
is  gaity  and  feasting. 

And  once  a  year  there  will  be  a  ceremony 
of  the  whole  clan.  And  once  every  fifty 
years  there  will  be  a  still  more  important 
ceremony,  in  which  there  will  be  installed  in 
the  ancestral  hall  the  tablets  of  the  important 
people  who  have  died  during  the  last  fifty 
years.  In  some  villages  there  is  even  a  two- 
hundredth  anniversary,  which  is  very  special, 
and  when  tablets  for  honoring  very  famous 
people  of  the  clan  or  village  family  are  put 
in  place. 

In  one's  own  home,  in  China,  the  humble 
member  of  the  clan  places  the  tablet  of  his 
father  in  a  place  of  honor,  hoping  that  some 
day  it  may  achieve  a  place  of  greater  honor 
in  the  ancestral  hall,  but  always  sure  that 
the  man  who  has  helped  one  most  and  loved 
one  best  will  be  remembered  in  one  place 
at  least,  his  home. 


Sunday,  April  25,  1937 
Open  Sunday 


AN  EPIC  STORY 

To  my  own  thinking  there  is  no  more  ideal  example  of  epic  story  anywhere 
to  be  found  than  the  account  of  Joseph  and  his  brethren,  with  its  varied  interest 
of  character,  of  incident,  of  picture,  and  of  story  movement. — Professor  Moulton, 

in  The  Modern  Reader  s  Bible. 
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CONCERT  RECITATION 

FOR  APRIL 

(Doctrine  and  Covenants  93:24,  26) 

"Truth  is  knowledge  of  things  as  they 

are,  as  they  were,  and  as  they  are  to  coflie. 

The  spirit  of  truth  is  of  God/' 


right  actions;  and  right  actions  help  one  to 
a  high  level  o£  spirituality. 


BACKWARD  IN  TIME,  FROM  TODAY 

TO  A  YESTERDAY  OF  A  HUNDRED 

YEARS  AND  MORE 

GUIDANCE  PRINCIPLES 

If  we  are  to  guide  the  behavior  of  an 
individual  we  must  keep  in  mind  that  it  is 
necessary  to  influence  his  thinking  and  feel- 
ing and  help  him  to  keep  them  on  desirable 
levels. 

We  must  realize  that  the  level  of  one's 
spiritual  development  depends  upon  a  well- 
balanced  growth  of  his  physical,  intellectual, 
social,  moral  and  aesthetic  natures.  There- 
fore we  must  appreciate  that  the  food  which 
gives  normal  physical  growth,  the  informa- 
tion and  knowledge  which  satisfies  the  in- 
tellect, the  experiences  which  makes  one  a 
useful  instrument  in  society,  the  ideals  which 
influence  one's  moral  character,  and  the  sensi- 
tiveness for  the  beautiful  and  lovely  things 
of  life,  mingled  with  faith  in  God,  are  funda- 
mental for  spiritual  development 

Since  we  are  attempting  to  increase  spirit- 
ual growth  through  guidance  we  must  help 
our  students  to  think  and  feel  and  behave 
on  high  levels. 

One  must  give  proper  food  and  exercise 
to  his  physical  body;  he  must  study  and  learn 
the  "truth"  as  our  gospel  defines  it;  he  must 
find  out  what  society  needs  and  seek  to 
carry  his  share  of  responsibility;  he  must 
know  the  highest  moral  standards  and  have 
strength  enough  to  choose  and  live  the  right 
ones;  and  he  must  learn  to  see,  hear  and  feel 
all  the  beautiful  and  desirable  things  in  life. 

If  we  can  guide  his  thinking  and  feeling 
into  any  of  these  channels,  and  help  him  to 
develop  desirable  attitudes  and  behavior 
habits  we  shall  contribute  to  his  spiritual 
growth. 

Right  thinking  and  feeling  will  help  one 
to  make  right  choices;  right  choices  lead  to 


LESSONS  FOR  APRIL,  1937 
HOW  WE  GO  BACKWARD  IN  TIME 

Lesson  12,    For  Sunday,  April  4,  1937 

Text 

Sunday  School  Lesson  (Quarterly),  No. 
12. 

Objective* 

A  study  of  past  history  will  furnish  us 
with  guide  posts  for  our  future. 

Helps  For  You*  * 

The  point  of  contact  in  the  Quarterly  is 
suggestive  only.  If  you  do  not  wish  to  use 
it,  and  if  you  can  find  one  that  is  more 
applicable  to  your  class,  do  not  hesitate  to 
make  the  change.  A  good  point  of  contact 
will  help  you  to  get  the  attention  of  the 
children  to  begin  with  and  will  assist  greatly 
in  holding  that  interest  throughout  the  lesson. 
Make  use  of  the  idea  that  this  lesson  and 
subsequent  lessons  are  going  to  be  like  tak- 
ing an  excursion  into  the  past.  This  idea 
should  stimulate  their  minds,  for  there  is  no 
reason  why  religion  cannot  be  taught  to 
children  in  an  interesting  way.  Of  course 
their  interest  must  be  aroused  in  the  subject 
with  tact  and  skill.  A  prepared  teacher  with 
the  right  attitude  can  always  accomplish 
the  desired  results. 

As  you  probably  know,  the  general  theme 
for  all  stake  Sunday  School  conventions  is 
"Spiritual  Guidance,"  and  it  would  be  well 
to  keep  this  thought  in  mind  while  preparing 
every  lesson,  deciding  on  definite  points  that 
can  be  worked  into  the  lessons  that  will 
carry  a  message  into  the  very  lives  of  your 
students,  creating  and  establishing  guide- 
posts  for  their  thoughts  and  actions  all 
through  their  lives.  The  objective  of  this 
guidance  theme  is  to  increase  spiritual 
growth  through  proper  guidance,  as  will  be 
brought  out  in  your  Stake  convention.  A 
few  suggestive  hints  will  be  given  for  each 
lesson  as  to  how  spiritual  guidance  might  be 
applied  to  the  lesson  being  taught  each  Sun- 
day. For  this  lesson,  you  might  take  this 
quotation;  "In  every  man  there  is  a  spirit 
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and  the  spirit  of  God  giveth  it  understand-  the   specific   lesson,    the    spiritual    growth 

ing."     Why  not   work   on   this   principle?  theme,  and  also  the  spiritual  guidance  theme. 

Find  out  through  careful  questioning  what  The  first  of  the  three  is  specific  as  to  a  par- 

the  pupils  are  thinking;  what  their  ambitions  ticular  lesson,  but  the  latter  two  are  vital 

are;  what  they  would  like  to  do  when  they  to  the  lives  of  your  pupils.    They  are  placed 

are  grown;  what  occupations  they  wish  to  in  our  care  to  be  taught,  not  only  facts,  but 

follow.    We  should  be  careful  to  point  out  how  to  mould  and  shape  their  lives,  and  this 

the  possibilities  to  obtain  the  highest  ideals,  teaching  is  the  important  part  of  our  work, 

especially  if  their  thinking  seems  to  fall  short  The  lessons  are  tools  in  our  hands  to  ac- 

of  these.     Point  out  that  our  real  growth  complish  this. 

comes  from  within  us.    We  are  what  we  are  With  this  lesson  we  begin  a  new  Quarter- 
by  our  own  thoughts  and  actions.    Likewise  ly«  ^n  an  effort  to  get  one  of  these  Quarterlies 
what  we  become  is  by  the  same  token.  Our  into  the  hands  of  each  of  your  pupils,  it  is 
present  situation  is  largely  due  to  the  efforts  suggested  that  you  make  use   of  them  in 
of  our  parents  and  grandparents.    They  have  your  assignments.     If  it  is  used  as  a  text 
been  our  guides.    They  overcame  difficulties,  book,  and  if  you  arouse  an  interest  in  the 
made  advances  along  every  line,  and  made  minds  of  the  pupils  in  the  subject  matter  con- 
it  possible  for  us  to  enjoy  not  only  more  tained  therein,  they  will  have  a  desire  to 
physical  comforts  but  have  brought  the  realm  possess  it.    If  your  difficulty  in  getting  them 
of  intellectual  and  spiritual  things  within  our  for  all  members  of  your  class  is  a  question 
grasp.    A  study  of  the  history  of  our  own  of  finances,  your  Superintendent  will  prob- 
parents,  as  well  as  the  history  of  our  coun-  ably  cooperate  with  you. 
try,  will  increase  our  understanding  and  ap- 
preciation of  those  who  have  gone  before  Project  For  April* 
us. 

m        x-x-.«-*_  A  preview  of  the  lessons  for  this  month 

Class  Activity*  wiU  reveal  the  fact  that  we  are  going  tQ  fcake 

From  our  1936  convention  theme,  "Spirit-  the  b°ys  and  9irls> in  imagination,  to  different 
ual  Growth  Through  Lesson  Enrichment,"  (f?ttS  °{th£  wo?Id  ,For  y°ur  class  P£- 
we  have  learned  how  to  make  our  lessons  nod ,whlle , the  Priesthood  is  in  session,  if  you 
rich  and  interesting  through  the  use  of  music  wo™  °n  this  plan  you  might  outline  sketches 
and  art,  literature,  music,  different  kinds  of  on }hf  blackboard  of  the  different  continents 
equipment,  and  pupil  participating.  There  a"d  locate  j*f  different  countries,  oceans, 
are  ample  opportunities  afforded  in  this  les-  J?  s'  S*  ,  l  create  in  the  minds  of 
son  on  the  past  for  pupil  participation.  ™e  PuPlls.  a  clear,  concise  picture  of  the 
Through  the  use  of  assignment  this  can  be  Plac,es  fem9  discussed,  in  their  relation  to 
accomplished.  Questions  will  also  help  to  f ach  °{her  ^d  to  the  country  in  which  they 
direct  the  activity.  You  can  think  of  numer-  ilve>  Let  the  PUP_YS  draw  the  sketches,  so 
ous  questions  to  be  asked  the  children  on  tar  as  xt  1S  possible,  as  well  as  locate  the 
this  lesson  in  addition  to  those  at  the  end  of  P'aces  mentioned  above.  Or  you  may  ask 
the  material  in  the  Quarterly.  Here  are  a  the  children  to  bring  pictures,  stories,  or  any- 
few  topics  for  two-and-a-half-minute  talks:  thin9  thaJ  tfaey  may  be  able  to  obtain  pertain- 

,    ~,  „            it;.       .,    .  ,               •  ln9  to  the  particular  country  or  countries 

1.  Tell  something  that  happened  in  your  studied  in  each  lesson.     If  you  are  making 

pa?'  -n  ,,            A,  .                 ,    ,                   ,  scrapbooks,  you  can  work  these  thinqs  into 

2.  Tell  something  your  father  or  mother  them.  Here  is  an  interesting  project:  It  is 
told  you  about  their  early  life.  April,  and  still  rather  cool.    Assign  the  pupils 

Relate   an   incident   from   the    early   life  to  stand  for  five  minutes  in  the  shade  of  a 

of  7Tii9f?ndPa5!nt!'   ,      \  \,  .             ,  buildin9  and  then  stand  in  the  sun  during 

4.  Te    the  incident  about  Mohammed.  some  bright  day  during  the  week.    Ask  one 

5.  Tell  about  the  ways  in  which  we  learn  Qr  two  to  relate  the  experience  in  the  class 
about  the  past  You  might  bring  out  the  desired  results  by 

6.  Tell  the  class  some  of  the  things  about  asking  some  questions,  such  as  you  will  be 
our  church  that  you  would  like  to  under-  able  to  formulate  from  reading  the  rest  of 

St™m?t      %cY'              a  *t*                    i  this  suggestion.     Then  ask  others  to  look 

(We  take  it  for  granted  that  you  make  about  for  a  flower,  a  plant  or  a  blade  of 

your   assignments  at  least   a  week   in   ad-  grasS(  or  to  watch  a  flower  growing  in  a 

Iatnce;'  ,  „        .«     ;,         *  *  *  dark  or  shaded  window  and  the  same  kind 

This  to  follow  the  three  o£  flower  out  in  the  sunshine>     Note  the 

In  each  lesson  during  the  year  we  have  sickly,  pale  little  flower  in  the  shade  and  the 

three  things  to  keep  in  mind  in  the  presenta-  bright,  healthy  one  in  the  sun,  and  how  the 

tion  of  the  subject  matter:  the  objective  of  one  in  the  shaded  window  seeks  after  the 
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sunlight.  From  these  experiences,  teach  the 
members  of  the  class  the  lesson  that  the 
missionaries  take  the  "sun  light,"  the  Gospel, 
into  the  homes  of  the  people  of  the  missions 
whereby  they  might  be  taken  from  the  sha- 
dows of  doubt  out  into  the  warmth  of  a 
knowledge  of  God  and  the  true  Gospel. 

SOME  RECENT  MISSIONS 
Lesson  13.  For  Sunday,  April  11,  1937 

Text. 

Sunday  School  Lesson  (Quarterly),  No. 
13. 

Supplementary  References. 

Objective. 

Missionaries  are  sent  into  the  world  to 
teach  the  Gospel  Every  Latter-day  Saint 
is  a  potential  missionary. 

This  lesson  aims  to  go  back  in  time  only 
a  little  way — last  year  and  the  year  before. 
The  only  exception  to  this  is  where  work 
before  was  done  in  the  missions.  The  next 
lesson  will  go  farther  back. 

Only  a  brief  sketch  of  missionary  work 
in  the   countries  mentioned  is   given  here. 

A  suggestive  point  of  contact  would  be 
found  in  mentioning  some  missionaries  in  the 
pupils'  own  family,  the  place  where  they 
went,  and  how  long  they  were  gone.  It 
may  be  that,  in  certain  cases,  something 
might  be  requested  as  to  the  habits  and  cus- 
toms of  the  people  of  certain  missions. 

Guidance  Suggestions. 

Where  can  we  look  for  spiritual  guidance 
in  this  lesson?  First  there  are  the  examples 
of  what  others  have  done  by  going  on  mis- 
sions, particularly  relatives  or  close  friends 
of  the  students.  If  the  boys  and  girls  knew 
them  intimately  before  they  went  on  their 
missions,  they  will  have  noted  the  change 
that  took  place  while  out  in  the  world  teach- 
ing the  people  about  our  church.  Bring  out 
the  spiritual  growth  that  took  place  in  these 
missionaries  while  they  were  away,  and  how 
it  affected  their  lives.  Jesus  taught  that  the 
gospel  should  be  preached  unto  all  nations, 
kindreds,  tongues  and  peoples,  and  He  set 
the  example  by  traveling  to  many  places 
and  His  disciples  followed  his  example.  If 
we  are  to  bring  the  gospel  to  other  nations, 
we  must  maintain  the  present  missions  and 
establish  new  ones.  A  recently  returned 
missionary  can  do  much  to  inspire  the  pupils 
with  a  desire  to  go  on  a  mission.  Invite 
some  one  to  talk  to  your  class,  and  watch  for 
results. 


Class  Activity. 

Well  chosen  questions  are  always  helpful 
in  promoting  class  activity.  Special  assign- 
ments might  include  the  following: 

1.  The  people  included  in  the  Spanish- 
American  mission. 

2.  The  people,  the  products,  the  popula- 
tion, etc.,  of  Brazil. 

3.  The  same  for  Argentine. 

These  topics  can  be  used  for  short  talks 
before  the  class. 

It  may  be,  too,  that  some  members  of  the 
class  can  find  some  good  missionary  stories. 
There  are  plenty  of  them  in  almost  every 
community.  These  stories  would  also  fur- 
nish material  for  short  talks. 

Could  any  of  the  class  bring  pictures  of 
Spanish-Americans?  Of  Brazilians?  Of 
Germans?  Of  Argentineans?  This  will  be 
good  enrichment  material  for  your  lesson. 

No  mention  has  been  made  for  some  time 
now  of  that  correspondence  which  was  sug- 
gested between  your  class  and  some  other 
class  in  a  foreign  land,  or  mission.  Could 
some  of  your  pupils  send  a  letter  to  one 
of  the  above  missions?  It  may  have  to  be 
translated  for  them,  and  their  reply  may 
have  to  be  translated  or  interpreted  for  you 
to  read.  This  would  give  the  children  some 
idea  of  the  other  languages  that  the  mis- 
sionaries have  to  learn.  Your  bishop  or 
stake  president  will  have  the  addresses  of 
the  mission  headquarters,  which  will  enable 
you  to  write  to  the  places  you  wish. 


HOW  THE  GOSPEL  WAS  CARRIED 

TO  SCANDINAVIA,  HOLLAND, 

AND  GERMANY 

Lesson  14.  For  Sunday,  April  18,  1937 

Text. 

Sunday  School  Lesson  (Quarterly),  No. 

Supplementary  References. 

Objective. 

The  Gospel  establishes  a  kinship  among 
the  people  o/  the  different  nations,  and  causes 
us  to  realize  that  we  are  all  children  of  our 
Heavenly  Father. 

Helps  For  You. 

Remind  yourself  once  in  a  while  of  the  fact 
that  we  are  going  back  in  time.  We  began, 
you  may  recall,  with  the  time  of  the  pupils 
in  this  class.     In  this  lesson  we  are  back 
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in  the  time  of  their  great-grandparents.  Per- 
haps it  is  well  to  think  of  the  matter  in 
terms  of  parents  and  grandparents. 

To  what  nationality  do  the  members  of 
the  class  belong?  This  would  be  as  good  a 
point  of  contact  as  you  could  get.  It  may 
be,  then,  that  they  would  like  to  know  when 
the  Gospel  was  first  introduced  into  the 
countries  from  which  their  parents,  grand- 
parents, or  great-grandparents  came  to 
America.  Show  how  their  accepting  the 
Gospel,  in  many  cases,  changed  the  lives 
of  many  people  in  those  and  other  countries, 
bringing  them  to  this  country;  otherwise  these 
boys  and  girls  and  perhaps  their  parents 
might  never  have  seen  America!  Or,  if  you 
are  teaching  a  class  in  one  of  these  coun- 
tries, it  should  be  interesting  to  them  to 
find  out  the  same  facts. 

Class  Activity* 

There  are  some  questions  at  the  end  of 
the  lesson  in  the  Quarterly.  You  can  think 
of  others  to  ask,  in  addition  to  assignments, 
such  as:  have  some  boy  or  girl  either  draw 
a  map  on  the  blackboard  of  the  countries 
mentioned,  or  bring  a  large  map  of  each 
country,  or  a  small  one  if  he  cannot  get  a 
large  one;  ask  pupils  whose  parents  are  of 
Scandinavia,  German  or  Holland  descent  to 
do  a  little  research  work  on  these  countries, 
one  student  to  each  country,  telling  the  rest 
of  the  class  interesting  and  pertinent  facts 
about  these  countries.  Also  to  bring  pictures 
of  these  people,  their  clothes,  their  social 
activities,  etc.  Use  your  blackboard  for 
sketching  the  maps  or  pinning  the  pictures  up 
for  the  class  to  see.  Can  you  get  pictures 
of  the  early  missionaries  mentioned?  Also, 
could  you  have  read  to  the  class,  in  transla- 
tion, some  songs  from  the  nations  men- 
tioned? If  you  have  not  done  so  already, 
would  you  like  to  have  some  of  your  class 
write  letters  to  the  pupils  in  Church  History 
classes  in  one  or  more  of  the  countries  men- 
tioned? You  can  procure  addresses  of  the 
mission  headquarters  by  writing  to  the 
Church  Offices  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

Application* 

Perhaps  the  best  application  we  can  make 
of  this  lesson  is  to  inspire  our  children  to  be 
more  considerate  of  boys  and  girls  from  other 
nations  who  may  come  here  and  who  may 
attend  their  schools.  Sometimes  we  all  treat 
people  from  other  lands  badly  just  because 
they  speak  or  dress  differently  from  that 
which  we  are  accustomed  to.  We  should 
remember  that  we  are  all  brothers  and  sisters. 

Spiritual  Guidance  Suggestions* 

The  hints  given  on  Spiritual  Guidance  in 
the  last  lesson  apply  here,  especially  if  you 


were  not  able  to  complete  them  last  time  and 
can  continue  this  Sunday.  Inquire  in  ad- 
vance about  the  ancestry  of  some  of  the 
families  in  your  own  ward.  It  is  probable 
that  some  of  your  most  prominent  members 
are  from  Scandinavia,  Holland  or  Germany. 
Contact  some  of  them,  and  when  you  find 
a  gripping,  inspirational  story  about  how, 
why  and  when  they  or  their  parents  joined 
our  Church,  invite  them  to  tell  it  to  the  class. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  some  of  our 
most  capable,  industrious  and  successful  peo- 
ple in  the  valleys  of  the  mountains  came 
from  these  missions. 

Remember  that  Holland  is  the  country 
where  much  of  the  land  is  below  sea  level, 
where  the  great  dikes  hold  back  miles  and 
miles  of  a  part  of  the  great  Atlantic  ocean. 
If  one  of  these  dikes  should  break,  the 
mighty  waters  of  the  Atlantic  would  flow 
into  the  towns  and  destroy  the  buildings  and 
drown  many  people.  Holland  is  a  beautiful 
country,  yet  it  is  dangerous  to  live  there. 

When  we  think  of  "down,"  we  think  of 
dirty  things  thrown  into  the  gutters  of  the 
streets.  We  think  of  the  darkness  down 
below  the  buildings  or  houses  where  every- 
thing is  black  and  ugly.  Let  us  look  at  the 
bird  on  the  topmost  branch  of  the  tree.  The 
highest  bird  sings  the  sweetest  song.  The 
flower  on  the  top  of  the  highest  cliff  is  the 
brightest  and  lifts  its  head  proudest  to  the 
sun.  How  natural  it  is  for  the  Lord  to 
gather  His  people,  His  saints,  to  the  tops  of 
the  "everlasting  hills"  where  the  mountains 
shout  for  joy  and  the  people  sing  "High 
on  the  Mountain  Top."  We  can  only  say, 
as  Jesus  said,  "I  must  be  about  my  Father's 
business."  To  do  this,  we  must  be  mission- 
aries and  follow  Him. 


Lesson  15*  For  Sunday*  April  25*  1937 

(Lesson  helps  will  be  published  in  The  In* 
structor  for  March.) 


FOR  CORRESPONDENCE 


The  following  named  boys  and  girls  would  like  to  cor- 
respond with  members  of  this  class  residing  in  other  coun- 
tries as  suggested  in  lesson  4,  "A  Trip  Around  the  World." 

Tremonton,  Utah:  Lola  Mortensen,  Route  1;  Leola  Romer, 
Route  1;  Rholand  Munns,  Route  3;  Edward  Hunsaker,  Route 
3. 

Martha   Elaine   Hansen,    Council,    Idaho,    Box    303. 

Brooklyn,  New  York:  Sylvia  Skjefte  {Norwegian  girl), 
757  56th  St.;  Betty  Dingsor,  520  52nd  St.;  Dorothy  Johnsen, 
427  54th  St.;  Pernilla  Parris,  220  72nd  St.;  Howard  Parris, 
220  72nd  St.;  William  Quale,  5707  Third  Ave.:  Holger 
Andreason,    1849  East  36th  St. 

Bountiful,  Utah:  Joyce  Smith,  Wilma  Wood,  Jane  Davis, 
Robert  Christensen,  Margie  Barlow,  Gwen  Goodfellow,  Arleen 
Collings,  Dean  Stahle,  Kenneth  Zwahlem,  Merle  Sessions, 
Bessie  Reynolds,  Celella  Clark,  Eleanore  Holbrook,  Loraine 
Wiseman,    Margert   Putman,    Reva  Jean   Riley. 

Woods  Cross,  Utah:     Jean  Boulton  and  Beth  Boulton. 

Susannah   Brandley,   76  B   Street,   Salt  Lake  City,   Utah. 

Burtis  Evans,  266  6th  Ave.,   Salt  Lake  City,   Utah. 

Anita  Phelps,  Rt.  I,  c/o  V.  F.  Menhennett,  Mesa,  Ariz. 


PR  I  MARYftl 


NEW  TESTAMENT  STORIES 

For  Children  7,  8  and  9  Years  of  Age 

General  Board  Committee:     Frank  K.  Seegmiller,  Chairman;  Lucy  G.  Sperry 


LESSONS  FOR  APRIL,  1937 

JESUS  RAISES  LAZARUS 
Story  11.   For  April  4,  1937 

Text* 

John  9:1-55;  Sunday  School  Lessons 
(Quarterly),  Story  11. 

References* 

Hurlbut's  Story  of  the  Bible,  p.  604;  Pater- 
son-Smyth,  A  People's  Life  of  Christ,  p.  388; 
Bible  and  Church  History  Stories,  p.  81;  Tal- 
mage,  Jesus  the  Christ. 

Objective, 

Jesus  has  power  over  death. 

Outline  of  Materials* 

I.  The  Great  Sorrow  of  Mary  and  Martha. 
II.  The  Message  to  Jesus. 

a.  Nature  of  it. 

b.  Jesus'  reply. 

c.  His  conversation  with  the  disciples. 

III.  Jesus  and  Martha. 

a.  Martha's  words  of  sorrow. 

b.  Reply  of  Jesus. 

IV.  Jesus  and  Mary. 

a.  Mary's  faith. 

b.  Jesus'  sorrow. 

V.  The  raising  of  Lazarus. 

a.  The  grave. 

b.  The  prayer. 

c.  The  command. 

d.  Lazarus  restored  to  life. 

Lesson  Facts, 

This  incident  occurred  just  a  short  time 
before  the  death  of  Jesus.  At  the  time  of 
Lazarus's  death  He  was  east  of  Jordan 
preaching  to  the  people  of  Perea.  There  are 
various  reasons  why  He  waited  there  so 
long  after  the  messengers  came.  One  reason 
was  that  He  probably  had  work  to  do  there. 
Another  reason  was  to  make  His  power 
more  convincing.  The  Jews  thought  that  if  a 
man's  spirit  were  out  of  his  body  three  days, 
it  could  never  come  back  to  it  again. 

Lesson  Enrichment. 

Song* 

"He  Cares  for  Me,"  Songs  for  Little  Peo- 
ple, Danielson  and  Conant. 


Picture* 

Kindergarten  Picture  Set.  No.  21. 

Memory  Gem* 

Jesus  said,  "I  am  the  resurrection  and  the 
life;  he  that  belie veth  in  me  though  he  were 
dead,  yet  shall  he  live." 

Point  of  Contact* 

Has  any  of  you  little  children  seen  any- 
thing during  the  week  that  is  getting  ready 
for  spring?  Have  you  seen  any  of  the  trees 
or  flowers  that  look  as  if  something  were 
going  to  happen?  I  have  something  here  for 
you  to  look  at,  and  you  look  very  closely. 
( Pass  twigs  round  the  class,  giving  each  child 
an  opportunity  to  observe  them ) .  What  was 
peeping  out  of  some  of  the  little  buds?  Yes, 
something  green,  a  tiny  leaf.  For  such  a  long 
time  the  flowers,  trees  and  grass  have  looked 
as  if  they  were  dead,  but  were  they?  No, 
they  were  asleep,  waiting  for  the  time  they 
could  awake  and  again  make  the  earth  beau- 
tiful. Heavenly  Father  has  made  it  possible 
for  our  lives  to  be  like  this  twig — while  we 
are  alive,  we  are  as  the  flowers  and  green 
leaves,  then,  when  we  get  old,  or  when 
Heavenly  Father  wants  us  in  Heaven,  our 
bodies  die,  just  like  the  petals  of  a  flower  or 
the  leaves  of  the  tree,  but  our  spirits  are 
alive  and  we  live  in  Heaven.  When  our 
bodies  die,  is  it  possible  for  someone  to  make 
it  come  back  to  life?  Listen  closely  to  what 
I  shall  tell  you  and  then  you  answer  that 
question. 

Application* 

Don't  you  think  bringing  Lazarus  back  to 
life  was  wonderful?  When  our  bodies  die,  we 
too  shall  have  them  brought  back  to  life  just 
as  Lazarus  did,  but  we  might  have  to  wait  a 
long  time.  (Bring  in  memory  gem  here.) 
Jesus  has  done  so  many  kind  things  for  us. 
What  can  we  do  to  show  Him  we  appreciate 
and  love  Him? 

Activity* 

To  make  clearer  the  idea  of  a  resurrection, 
plant  some  wheat  this  Sunday  and  bring 
it  to  class  next  Sunday.  Place  some  soil 
in  a  small  nut  cup,  a  strawberry  box,  etc., 
let  the  children  each  place  two  or  three 
kernels  of  wheat  just  under  the  surface.  Men- 
tion the  fact  that  to  all  appearances  the  wheat 
kernels  look  dead.     If  it  is  taken  care  of 
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properly  and  kept  fairly  moist,  green  sprouts 
show  within  a  few  days. 

Guidance  Hints, 

Every  child  if  not  interfered  with  has  a 
natural  religion  that  makes  him  believe  in 
immortality.  He  talks  of  his  dead  pets  and 
his  dead  relatives  as  if  they  were  alive.  He 
never  suspects  that  they  have  ceased  to  exist 
because  of  death.  One  of  the  prime  purposes 
of  a  lesson  like  this  is  to  sustain  'the  child 
in  this  natural  belief  of  his.  The  teacher 
who  keeps  skepticism  as  to  the  life  hereafter 
far  from  the  child  is  doing  him  a  real  service. 

Read  Wordsworth's  "We  Are  Seven." 


THE  FIRST  EASTER  MORNING 

Story  12*   For  Sunday,  April  11,  1937 

Text 

Matt.  28:1-10;  Mark  16:1-13;  Luke  24:1- 
12;  John  20:1-18;  Sunday  School  Lessons 
(Quarterly),  Story  12. 

References. 

Hurlbut,  Story  of  the  Bible,  p.  658;  Pater- 
son-Smyth,  A  People's  Life  of  Christ,  p.  481; 
Bible  and  Church  History  Stories,  p.  149; 
Talmage,  Jesus  the  Christ, 

Objective* 

Jesus  who  rose  from  the  dead  has  power 
to  bring  us  all  back  to  life  after  death. 

Outline  of  Materials* 

I.  The  Empty  Sepulchre. 

a.  Visited  by  Mary  and  the  women. 

1.  Purpose  of  visit. 

2.  The  stone  taken  away. 

b.  The  angels. 

1 .  Seen  by  Mary. 

2.  Their  message. 

c.  Sepulchre  visited  by  Peter  and  John. 

II.  Appearances  of  Jesus. 

a.  To  the  women. 

b.  To  Mary  Magdalene. 

1.  She  mistakes  Him   for  the  gar- 
dener. 

2.  The  recognition — her  great  joy. 

c.  To  Peter. 

Lesson  Facts* 

Teachers  should  be  very  clear  as  to  the 
happenings  of  the  first  Easter  morning.  You 
would  do  well  to  read  Talmage,  Jesus  the 
Christ.  From  the  facts  given  Jesus  appeared 
on  this  morning  to  the  women,  to  Mary 
Magdalene  alone  and  also  to  Peter.  The 
appearance  to  Mary  Magdalene  is  given  in 


greater  detail;  it  may  well  be  given  great 
emphasis. 


Lesson  Enrichment* 

Song* 

"Easter  Song,"  Kindergarten  and  Primary 
Songs,  Francis  K.  Taylor. 

Picture* 

Kindergarten  Picture  Set  No.  69 — Perry 
Pictures,  "Easter  Morning,"  No.  798. 

Memory  Gem* 

"Jesus  has  risen  from  the  dead." 

Point  of  Contact* 

Use  point  of  contact  given  in  Quarterly. 

Application. 

What  do  we  call  bringing  our  bodies  back 
to  life?  Resurrection  is  a  big  word,  let's 
say  it  again.  Just  imagine  how  it  would  be 
if,  when  we  died,  we  remained  dead  forever 
and  ever  and  never  could  again  have  a  beau- 
tiful body  and  live  as  we  do  now.  Jesus, 
however,  made  it  possible  for  all  of  us  to 
be  resurrected,  just  as  He  was.  What  did 
Jesus  say  about  those  who  believe  in  Him 
even  though  they  were  dead?  (Monthly 
Memory  Gem. ) 

Activity* 

Show  the  children  the  planted  wheat.  Ex- 
plain that  although  the  kernels  of  wheat 
appeared  dead,  they  were  very  much  alive; 
all  they  needed  was  a  bit  of  food  from  the 
soil,  water  and  sunshine,  to  make  them  prove 
they  were  alive. 

Write  the  following  on  pieces  of  paper 
(one  for  each  child)  and  let  them  fill  in  the 
empty  spaces.  Teachers  get  answers  from 
children  and  write  them  on  a  blackboard. 

1.  Jesus  said,  "I  am  the  

and  the 

2.  This  means  that  although  our  bodies 

may our will  live  in 

and  some  day  we  will  again  live' 

in  our 

3.  This  was  made  possible  by  

Guidance  Hints* 

Teachers  should  by  all  means  make  this 
lesson  emphasize  two  things.  First,  Jesus 
lived  after  death.  Therefore  He  is  different 
from  other  men.  He  is  the  Son  of  God. 
Secondly,  If  Jesus  rose  from  the  dead,  then 
surely  we  may  also  rise  after  death.  This 
is  the  concept  of  immortality  which,  as  al- 
ready noted,  is  a  part  of  the  child's  natural 
religion. 
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AN  EASTER  WALK 
Story  13.  For  Sunday,  April  18,  1937 

Text 

Luke  24:13-34;   Sunday   School  Lessons 
( Quarterly) ,  Story  13. 

References. 

Hurlbut,  Story  of  the  Bible,  p.  661;  Tal- 
mage,  Jesus  the  Christ. 

Objective* 

Life  after  death  is  assured  through  the 
resurrection  of  Christ. 

Outline  of  Materials. 

I.  Two  men  go  on  a  walk. 

a.  To  Emmaus — seven  miles  away. 

b.  Time — Easter  morning. 

c.  Sights  along  the  way. 

II.  The  Wonderful  Visitor. 

a.  The  conversation. 

b.  Their  feelings. 

III.  Jesus  Reveals  Himself. 

a.  The  invitation. 

b.  At  supper. 

c.  Jesus  recognized. 

Lesson  Facts. 

One  of  the  men  whom  Jesus  walked  with 
was  named  Cleopas.  The  little  town  they 
were  going  to  was  Emmaus  ( accent  a  which 
is  long).  It  was  supposedly  northwest  of 
Jerusalem  about  seven  miles.  Ordinarily  it 
would  take  about  two  hours  to  make  the 
journey.  Jesus  may  have  been  with  them 
a  good  part  of  the  way.  Note  Jesus'  great 
faith  in  the  prophets.  He  is  talking  to  two 
Jews.  They  will  believe  their  prophets,  He 
feels,  so  they  must  believe  in  the  resurrection, 
for  the  prophets  foretold  it. 

Lesson  Enrichment. 

Song. 

^  "God's  Care  of  All  Things,"  Patty  Hill 
Song  Book. 

Picture. 

Kindergarten  Picture  Set  No.  71. 

Memory  Gem. 

Life  after  death  is  assured  through  the 
resurrection  of  Christ. 


Point  of  Contact. 

How  many  of  you  went  for  a  walk  last 
Easter  Sunday?  What  did  you  see?  Per- 
haps we  did  not  see  flowers  and  green  leaves 
on  Easter  morning  because  it  was  so  early 
in  the  year,  but  if  we  were  to  go  for  a  walk 
today,  what  would  we  see?  Isn't  this  a  beau- 
tiful world,  especially  in  the  springtime,  when 


everything  seems  to  come  back  to  life  after 
the  long  winter  months.  When  you  walk 
home  from  Sunday  School  today,  look 
around  and  see  how  many  beautiful  things 
you  can  see  to  thank  Heavenly  Father  for. 

Application. 

On  Decoration  Day  we  take  flowers  to 
the  cemetery  to  place  over  the  graves  of 
our  loved  ones  who  are  dead.  Although 
their  bodies  are  dead,  their  spirits  are  in 
Heaven,  and  when  the  time  comes  they  will 
be  able  to  take  their  bodies  from  the  graves 
and  have  them  again,  just  as  Jesus  took  His 
from  the  tomb. 

Activity. 

Discuss  the  awakening  in  the  springtime. 
Show  a  picture  of  a  tree  in  the  winter  time 
(leafless).  Let  the  children  draw  it.  Show 
a  picture  of  a  tree  in  the  springtime  with  all 
its  leaves  out.  Let  the  children  draw  it. 
Compare  the  two  pictures  to  death  and  the 
resurrection. 

Guidance  Hints. 

Again  let  this  story  impress  upon  the  chil- 
dren the  two  ideas,  the  divine  sonship  of 
Jesus  and  immortality.  At  an  early  age  the 
child's  attitude  toward  death  should  be  one 
of  hope,  not  fear.  Let  the  child  really  feel 
that  in  the  future  life  we  shall  know  our 
friends,  talk  with  them,  and  teach  them  as 
Jesus  did. 


A  FEAST  ON  THE  LAKE  SHORE 
Story  14.   For  Sunday,  April  25,  1937 

Text, 

John  21:1-17;  Sunday  School  Lessons 
(Quarterly),  Story  14. 

References. 

Hurlbut,  Story  of  the  Bible,  p.  665;  Pat- 
erson-Smyth,  A  People's  Life  of  Christ,  p, 
488;  Talmage,  Jesus  the  Christ. 

Objective. 

Life  after  death  is  assured  through  the 
resurrection  of  Christ. 

Outline  of  Materials, 

I.  The  Apostles  Return  to  Galilee. 

a.  To  wait  for  Christ. 

b.  They  start  fishing  again. 
II.  Jesus  Appears  to  Them. 

a.  Their  ill  luck. 

b.  The  stranger. 

c.  Peter  goes  to  Him. 

d.  The  breakfast. 

III.  Jesus  Assigns  Them  Their  Work. 
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Lseson  Facts. 

When  Jesus  appeared  to  Mary  Magdalene 
on  Easter  morning  He  told  her  to  tell  the 
apostles  to  go  into  Galilee,  where  He  would 
meet  them.  Apparently  she  did  so,  for  after 
being  in  Jerusalem  about  a  week,  we  read 
of  them  next  in  Galilee.  Apparently  they 
must  have  waited  for  some  time  for  Jesus 
to  visit  them.  Probably  they  lost  faith  in 
His  coming.  At  any  rate,  they  went  back 
again  to  their  work.  Peter  apparently  led 
them  in  this.  He  said,  "I  go  fishing."  The 
others  then  followed  Him. 

Lesson  Enrichment, 

"  Story  14.  "A  Feast  on  the  Lake  Shore." 
Song* 

Jesus  Wants  Me  for  a  Sunbeam — Deseret 
S.  S.  Song  Book, 

Picture. 

Kindergarten  Picture  Set  No.  72. 

Memory  Gem. 

"If  you  love  me,  feed  my  sheep." 

Point  of  Contact* 

Have  you  ever  been  fishing  with  your 
daddies?  Have  you  ever  caught  a  fish?  Tell 
us  how  you  caught  it.  We  go  fishing  because 
we  like  to,  not  because  we  have  to.  There 
are  some  people  who  have  to  fish  all  day  and 
all  night  so  they  can  get  enough  fish  to  sell 
and  then  buy  things  to  wear  and  to  eat  with 
the  money.  If  they  fail  to  catch  any  fish, 
sometimes  their  friends  help  them  catch  some 
so  they  can  make  money.  Most  of  Jesus' 
apostles  were  fishermen;  they  fished  for  a 
living  just  as  our  daddies  work  for  a  living. 
When  Jesus  asked  them  to  help  Him,  they 


left  their  work  and  followed  Him.     They 
were  with  Him  when  He  died  on  the  cross. 

Application. 

What  were  some  of  the  kind,  friendly 
things  Jesus  did  while  He  was  alive?  Every 
day  He  taught  the  people,  told  them  how  to 
live  so  they  would  be  happier — feeding  them 
the  bread  of  life.  Even  now  Jesus  helps 
His  friends,  the  friends  who  live  with  Him 
and  the  friends  who  are  still  alive  on  this 
earth.  But  Jesus  can't  be  everywhere.  He 
needs  helpers.  Would  you  like  to  be  one 
of  His  helpers?  Grown  people  help  Jesus 
feed  His  sheep  by  going  on  missions,  going 
block  teaching,  teaching  Sunday  School, 
Primary,  etc.     How  can  we  help? 

Activity. 

Dramatize  missionary  work.  Develop  the 
theme  first  by  asking  what  our  Church  be- 
lieves in  (Godhead,  baptism,  tithing,  word 
of  wisdom,  etc. )  what  books  we  teach  from, 
what  we  learn  in  Sunday  School,  etc.  Have 
one  or  two  youngsters  be  missionaries,  have 
them  call  on  the  youngsters  in  the  group 
and  present  their  message.  Boys  and  girls 
of  Primary  age  are  not  too  young  to  realize, 
to  a  certain  extent,  what  our  Gospel  has  for 
them,  and  if  properly  directed  by  the  teacher, 
this  little  exercise  will  help  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  a  well-grounded  testimony. 

Guidance  Hints. 

In  this  lesson  you  will  notice  that  the 
objective  is  precisely  the  same  as  in  last 
week's  lesson.  It  could  scarcely  be  different. 
This  lesson  reveals  vividly  Jesus  the  com- 
rade, friend  and  guide,  after  His  resurrection. 
It  should  make  children  feel  that  in  our 
future  life  we  too  shall  have  our  comrades, 
friends  and  guides. 


IBemrae-pilay  y&fenfimi 


By  Lula  Greene  Richards 


Little  Child: 

"Dear  Mother,  I  have  tried  and  tried 
To  make  a  picture  fine 
Of  baby  when  he  laughed  or  cried 
To  be  your  valentine. 
But  lines  would  get  too  big  or  small, 
Or  baby's  head  would  jerk — 
I  couldn't  get  it  right  at  all — 
The  pencil  wouldn't  work! 
Now  please  hold  baby  on  your  knee, 
And  put  his  hands  in  mine. 


No  picture  needed — we're  it — See! 
Our  home-play  valentine!" 

Mother: 

"Sweet  child,  this  play  contains  not  half 
Your  happy  hint  outlines. 
Father  will  rested  be,  and  laugh 
At  your  home-play  valentines. 
We'll  think,  and  make  up  quite  a  few 
Where  love  with  fun  combines. 
And  father  dear  will  join  us,  too, 
In  our  home-play  valentines." 
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LESSONS  FOR  APRIL,  1937 


CONCERT  RECITATION 

"My  heart  is  God's  little  garden, 
And  the  plants  growing  there  each  day 
Are  the  deeds  He  shall  see  me  doing 
And  the  words  He  shall  hear  me  say/' 


Note:  Lesson  121 — The  special  review  pe- 
riod will  not  be  given  this  month. 


THE  DIVISION  IN  FATHER  LEHI'S 
FAMILY 

Lesson  122.  For  Sunday,  April  4,  1937 

Text* 

//  Nephi  4:13-14;  5;  Life  Lessons  For  Lit- 
tle Ones,  Third  Year. 

Objective* 

Those  who  love  and  obey  God,  will  re- 
ceive His  care  and  blessing. 

Content  Outline, 

I.  Lehi's  Family  Is  Divided. 

a.  Laman   and  Lemuel   refuse  to   ac- 
nowledge  Nephi  as  their  leader. 

b.  Nephi  seeks  help  from  God. 

c.  Nephi's  prayer  is  answered. 

II.  Nephi  And  His  Followers  Leave. 

a.  Travel  many  days. 

b.  Build  new  homes. 

c.  Call  themselves  "Nephites." 

d.  Are  happy  and  prosperous. 

III.  Nephi,  A  Noble  Leader. 

a.  Praises  God  for  his  blessings. 

b.  Sees  temples  built. 

c.  Chooses  Jacob  to  be  a  counselor. 

IV.  Laman  And  Lemuel  Are  Punished. 

a.  Become  lazy  and  discontented. 

b.  Become  wanderers. 

c.  Their  skins  are  made  dark. 

Lesson  Approach. 

What  was  it  that  made  it  possible  for 
Nephi  to  do  all  the  wonderful  things  he 
did?  Why  did  Heavenly  Father  especially 
bless  him?  While  on  the  ocean  some  of  the 
people  forgot  to  honor  God  and  obey  His 
commandments.  Who  were  they?  How 
did  God  show  that  He  was  displeased?  Be- 
fore they  could  be  blessed  what  did  these 


people  have  to  do.  Happiness  and  pros- 
perity are  the  rewards  of  those  who  faith- 
fully serve  the  Lord. 

Lesson  Story. 

Lesson  Enrichment, 

How  many  of  you  have  seen  this  temple? 
(Show  a  picture  of  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.) 
This  beautiful  building  was  built  in  Salt  Lake 
City  soon  after  the  Pioneers  arrived  in  the 
valley.  It  took  a  long  time  to  finish  it,  but 
day  after  day  the  men  and  boys  worked  to 
make  the  building  stronger  and  more  beau- 
tiful so  that  our  Heavenly  Father  would  be 
pleased  with  it.  While  this  building  was  going 
on  the  large  Salt- Lake  Tabernacle  was  also 
built.  ( Show  picture  of  Tabernacle. )  In  this 
building  is  a  large,  beautiful  organ  upon 
which  the  sweetest  of  music  has  often  been 
played. 

Heavenly  Father  directed  the  pioneers  in 
their  work  and  he  blessed  them  because  of 
their  willingness  to  follow  Him.  So  it  was 
with  those  of  Lehi's  family  who  served  Him 
faithfully. 

What  Song  To  Practice, 

"The  Heart  Garden"  or  "The  Song  Birds," 
Kindergarten  and  Primary  Songs,  Frances  K. 
Taylor. 

Teach  one  of  these  songs  every  Sunday 
during  the  song  practice  period  in  your  class 
program. 

What  Gem  To  Learn. 

( See  Concert  recitation. ) 

What  To  Pray  About. 

Give  thanks  again  for  the  family. 

Ask  for  Heavenly  Father's  help  in  keeping 
peace  and  willingness  to  serve,  in  the  home. 

Give  thanks  for  the  brave  leaders  we  have 
had,  such  as  Lehi  and  Nephi  and  our  leader 
today,  President  Grant. 

Ask  that  God  will  bless  us  to  be  good  fol- 
lowers of  President  Grant. 

What  To  Sing  About. 

"Love  At  Home,"  Deseret  Sunday  School 
Song  Book;  "Don't  You  Know,"  "Song  Of 
Prayer,"  Kindergarten  and  Primary  Songs, 
Frances  K.  Taylor. 

What  To  Do  For  A  Rest  Exercise, 

Play  "Follow  The  Leader."  Choose  one 
child  to  be  leader.    Let  him  pretend  at  doing 
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something  that  is  wise  and  the  other  children 
imitate  him  and  guess  what  he  is  doing.  He 
may  brush  his  teeth — -saw  boards — rake  the 
garden,  etc. 

What  To  Do  During  The  Priesthood 
Activity  Period* 

Provide  a  large  paper  bag  of  wooden 
blocks  and  in  the  center  of  the  circle  build 
a  temple,  the  teacher  suggesting  while  the 
children  work. 

Cradle  Class* 

One  of  God's  most  blessed  gifts  is  Rain. 
How  does  it  help  Nature's  Awakening? 

Lesson  30 — The  Rainbow  Cradle  Roll  Les- 
sons— Louise  M.  Oglevee. 
"From  big,  black  clouds  the  raindrops  fell, 
Drip,  drip,  drip,  drip,  one  day, 
Until  a  sunbeam  changed  them  all 
Into  a  rainbow  gay." 

— Louise  M.  Oglevee. 

Imitate  the  dripping  of  the  rain  by  tapping 
on  the  floor  or  table  and  make  the  rainbow 
with  the  upraised  hands,  fingers  touching 
above  the  head. 

With  a  box  of  colored  crayon  and  a 
smooth  piece  of  white  paper  about  3  ft. 
long  color  a  rainbow.  Have  the  paper 
thumb  tacked  to  a  board  or  the  blackboard. 

The  rainbow  is  a  promise  that  the  sun 
will  shine  again.    Who's  promise? 
"Rain,  rain,  go  away, 
Come   again  another   day." 

Betty  and  Bobby  wanted  to  play  in  the 
swing  and  it  was  raining.  "Mother,  we 
don't  like  the  rain,  what  good  is  it  anyway?" 
said  they. 

"Were  you  ever  thirsty  for  a  drink  of 
water?  What  did  you  do?  You  went  to 
find  some  water,  didn't  you?  Suppose  you 
could  not  have  got  a  drink.  Soon  you 
would  be  suffering  for  it.  Heavenly  Father 
gives  us  the  water  we  drink.  The  rain 
soaks  into  the  ground  and  creeps  along  till 
at  last  it  comes  out  in  nice  cool  springs,  all 
fresh  and  clean  from  under  the  ground. 
Sometimes  the  raindrops  turn  into  snow- 
flakes  and  they  pile  up  in  the  mountains  until 
summer  time  when  they  melt  and  run  into 
our  water  pipes.  Oh,  how  thankful  we 
should  be  for  the  rain,"  said  mother. 

The  Weather 

When  the  weather  is  wet 
We  must  not  fret; 

When  the  weather  is  dry 
We  must  not  cry; 

When  the  weather  is  cold, 
We  must  not  scold; 


When  the  weather  is  warm, 
We  must  not  storm; 

But  be  thankful  together, 
Whatever  the  weather. 

— Selected. 


THE  KING  WHO  WORKED  FOR 
HIS  LIVING 

Lesson  123*   For  Sunday,  April  11,  1937 

Text* 

Words  of  Mormon  12-18;  Mosiah  1:1-8; 
2;  3;  4;  5;  6:1-13;  Life  Lessons  For  Little 
Ones,  Third  Year. 

Objective* 

God  counts  our  service  to  Him  greater 
if  we  serve  well  our  fellowmen. 

Content  Outline* 

I.  King  Benjamin — A  Wise  Ruler. 

a.  Seeks  help  from  Heaven  at  all  times. 

b.  Is  kind  and  unselfish. 

c.  Helps  the  needy. 

d.  Teaches  righteousness. 

II.  King  Benjamin — A  Loving  Father. 

a.  Had  three  fine  sons. 

b.  Taught  them  obedience  to  God. 

c.  Taught  them  to  serve  their  fellow- 

men. 

III.  Benjamin  Speaks  To  His  People. 

a.  Teaches  God's  rule  for  happiness. 

b.  Tells   them   of   Christ's    coming   of 
His  mission. 

c.  The  people  pray  for  strength  to  obey 
these  teachings. 

d.  Mosiah  becomes  the  next  king. 

Lesson  Approach* 

There  was  once  a  kind  woman  who  lived 
at  the  time  of  our  Savior  and  loved  Him 
dearly.  She  had  heard  that  on  a  certain  day 
the  Master,  as  Jesus  was  sometimes  called, 
was  going  to  pass  her  way.  "Perhaps,"  she 
thought,  "He  will  stop  at  my  home  to  rest 
and  I  can  give  Him  something  to  eat  to 
refresh  Him  while  He  is  here."  As  she 
thought  of  this  kindness  for  His  sake  her 
heart  warmed  with  happiness. 

-As  the  kind  woman  was  hurrying  about 
to  make  preparations  for  the  Master's  visit, 
a  tired,  ragged  old  man  knocked  at  the 
door.  He  desired  rest  and  shelter.  The  kind 
woman  gave  him  these  and  also  some  cloth- 
ing which  was  whole  and  would  better  warm 
him.  Not  long  after,  a  child,  thin  and  hun- 
gry asked  her  for  food.  This  request,  too, 
was  gladly  granted.  The  day  wore  on  and 
of  all  who  asked  her  help  none  were  disap- 
pointed. 

That  night  as  the  dear  woman  lay  upon 
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her  pillow  she  wondered  why  it  was  that  the 
Master  had  not  come.  Suddenly  she  saw  a 
bright  light.  In  it  she  seemed  to  see  the 
Savior  and  He  said,  "Inasmuch  as  ye  have 
done  it  unto  the  least  of  these  ye  have  done 
it  unto  me."  He  meant  that  in  helping  all 
those  who  needed  her  help  that  day,  she  had 
pleased  Him  more  than  if  she  had  done 
these  kind  deeds  for  Him. 

As  with  this  kind  woman  so  it  is  with  us. 
Father  in  Heaven  is  happiest  when  we  are 
thoughtful  of  those  around  us. 

Our  lesson  today  is  about  a  wonderful 
king  who  loved  our  Heavenly  Father  and 
served  well  his  fellow  men. 

Lesson  Story* 

Repeat  the  memory  gem. 

What  To  Sing. 

"The  Sabbath  Day,"  "For  This  I  Pray," 
Kindergarten  and  Primary  Songs,  Frances 
K.  Thomassen  Taylor. 

What  To  Pray  About* 

Thank  Heavenly  Father  for  those  who 
do  kind  deeds  for  us. 

Ask  Him  to  help  us  to  "do  unto  others  as 
we  would  that  they  should  do  unto  us." 
Begin  the  prayer  with  this  little  rhyme: 
"I  raise  my  eyes  to  the  blue,  blue  skies 
I  bow  my  head  and  close  my  eyes 
And  pray  to  God  on  high." 

What  To  Do  For  A  Rest  Exercise* 

Pretend  at  doing  a  kind  deed  for  a  neigh- 
bor. At  this  time  of  the  year  yards  need  to 
be  cleaned  and  the  ground  prepared  for 
garden  planting.  A  raking  motion  will  rest 
the  tired  muscles  that  have  been  sitting.  A 
fast  sweeping  motion  from  side  to  side  with 
long  sweeps  is  restful  also.  Then  stooping 
to  pick  up  rubbish  to  be  put  into  piles  may 
complete  the  exercise. 

A  FATHER'S  LOVE  REWARDED 
Lesson  124*  For  Sunday.  April  18,  1937 

Text. 

Mosiah  26-27;  Alma  8-14;  Life  Lessons 
For  Little  Ones,  Third  Year. 

• 

Objective. 

God  is  pleased  with  those  who  repent  of 
their  sins  and  honor  Him  in  word  and  deed. 

Content  Outline. 

I.  Alma  Baptizes  At  Waters  Of  Mormon. 
II.  Alma  Escapes  From  Wicked  King. 

a.  The  King  is  jealous  of  Alma's  good 
work. 

b.  Alma  takes  his  people  into  the  forest. 

c.  They  find  a  haven  of  peace. 


III.  Alma  Is  Made  A  Leader. 

a.  Prosperity  prevails. 

b.  They  move  again  to  Zarahemla. 

IV.  Alma's  Heart  Made  Sad. 

a.  His  son  Alma  is  a  disbeliever. 

b.  Alma  prays  for  his  son. 

c.  An  angel  appears  to  the  son. 

d.  His  health  is  restored. 

e.  Faith  and  prayer  causes  the  son  to 
repent. 

V.  Alma  The  Younger — A  Missionary  of 
Christ. 

a.  An  angel  directs  his  labors. 

b.  He  finds  a  faithful  companion. 

c.  Earthquake     releases     them     from 
prison. 

d.  God's  power  is  manifest. 

Lesson  Enrichment. 

The  Courageous  Little  Dandelion. 

A  little  yellow  Dandelion  lived  on  the 
lawn  in  a  park.  She  was  proud  of  her  beau- 
tiful golden  head  and  she  loved  to  grow  up 
tall,  nodding  and  shaking  it  in  the  wind  and 
sunshine.  When  the  storm  comes  she  draws 
her  green  waterproof  cloak  up  over  her 
head — gay  little  Dandelion. 

But  the  Dandelion  cannot  always  have  her 
own  way,  sweet  as  it  is,  for  there  is  the  gard- 
ner  who  comes  cutting  her  down  with  the 
lawnmower  again  and  again.  She  is  not 
discouraged,  however,  for  the  next  day  she 
comes  up  as  light  and  friendly  as  ever,  only 
with  a  snorter  stem.  Again  she  is  cut  down, 
and  again  she  springs  up  bravely  with  a  still 
shorter  stem. 

One  day  the  Dandelion  found  herself 
crushed  under  the  large  shoe  of  a  man  walk- 
ing by;  but  the  brightness  and  gladness  and 
beauty  are  still  there  in  her  faithful  brown 
heart,  and  gazing  into  heaven  she  sends  up 
one  trustful  little  bud  without  a  stem.  Her 
sister  Dandelions  do  the  same,  and  they 
bloom  and  bloom  and  bloom  until  the  green 
lawn  looks  as  if  it  were  buttoned  down  all 
over  with  pieces  of  brightest  gold. — Adapted. 

What  To  Sing. 

"The  Song  Birds,"  "Song  Of  Prayer," 
Kindergarten  and  Primary  Songs,  Frances  K. 
Taylor. 

What  To  Pray  About. 

Give  thanks  for  a  father's  love.  For  the 
missionaries  who  tell  all  the  world  of  Heav- 
enly Father's  work. 

Ask  for  blessings  upon  the  father  in  the 
home;  for  his  health,  for  courage  to  do  right 
so  that  he  may  help  his  children  to  do  God's 
will. 

Ask  for  blessings  upon  the  missionaries 
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whom   the   children  know.      "Bless   Betty's 
brother,  Allen,  who  is  in  far  away  Germany." 

What  To  Do  For  A  Rest  Exercise* 

Let  the  children  suggest  activities  which 
will  be  helpful  to  father.  Dramatize  their 
suggestions. 

What  To  Do  During  The  Priesthood 
Activity  Period* 

Cut  from  magazines  or  newspapers  pic- 
tures of  men  working  at  different  occupa- 
tions, such  as  fliers,  carpenters,  railroad 
workers,  farmers,  office  men,  etc. — paste  the 
pictures  upon  sheets  of  plain  paper  and  tie 
the  sheets  together  to  make  a  booklet.  Name 
the  book,  "How  Father  Works." 


Cradle  Class* 

Lesson  31.  The  Baby  Jesus  In  The  Temple. 
Cradle  Roll  Lessons — Louise  M.  Oglevee. 

Show  many  pictures  of  babies  (from  mag- 
azines), as  many  as  possible  with  other  chil- 
dren around  them.     Talk  of  the  babies  in 
their  homes  and  in  the  neighborhood  and 
say  this  little  prayer  for  them. 
"Dear  Jesus,  bless  the  babies 
And  help  us  every  day 
To  keep  them  safe  and  happy 
By  what  we  do  and  say." 
What  can  we  do  to  make  the  baby  happy? 
To  keep  it  safe  from  harm? 


MOSIAH'S  MISSIONARY  SON 
Lesson  129*  For  Sunday*  April  25,  1937 

Text* 

Mosiah  28;  Alma  17:26;  Life  Lessons  For 
Little  Ones,  Third  Year. 

Objective* 

Sincere  and  faithful  service  is  rewarded  by 
our  Heavenly  Father. 

Content  Outline* 

I.  Mosiah,  King  Of  The  Nephites. 

a.  A  son  of  King  Benjamin. 

b.  Has  missionary  sons. 

c.  He  is  guarding  precious  records. 

1.  The  Liahona. 

2.  The  Sword  of  Laban. 

II.  In  The  Service  Of  The  Master. 

Mosiah's  sons  travel  from  city  to 
city;  preach  to  the  Lamanites, 

III.  Ammon's  Work. 

a.  Made  a  servant  of  the  King,  who 
favored  him. 

b.  Ammon  preaches  to  the  King. 

c.  The  King  and  many  others  join  God  s 
Church. 


IV.  The  King  Aids  Ammon. 

a.  Goes  with  him  to  free  his  brothers. 

b.  Protects  him  from  his  enemies. 
V.  The  People  Of  Ammon. 

a.  Thousands  join  his  church. 

b.  Go  to  Zarahemla  to  live. 

Lesson  Approach* 

Mary,  your  grandmother  came  from  far 
across  the  sea  to  live  in  Utah,  didn't  she? 
Can  you  tell  us  the  name  of  the  country 
from  which  she  came?  Some  missionaries  told 
her  about  our  wonderful  Gospel. 
-  Mary's  grandmother  loved  our  Heavenly 
Father.  She  believed  all  that  the  mission- 
aries told  her.  She  loved  the  missionaries 
and  was  kind  to  them.  Because  of  her  Faith 
in  them  and  in  Heavenly  Father's  Gospel, 
He  made  it  possible  for  her  to  come  to  live 
here  with  us. 

Repeat  the  memory  gem. 

What  To  Sing* 

"Don't  You  Know,"  "The  Heart  Garden," 
Kindergarten  and  Primary  Songs,  Frances  K. 
Taylor. 

What  To  Pray  About* 

Let  us  pray  this  morning  for  the  mission- 
aries who  are  away  from  their  homes  telling 
the  people  everywhere  about  our  true  church, 
"Heavenly  Father,  we  bow  our  heads 
And  close  our  eyes,  'till  the  prayer  is  said." 

What  To  Do  For  A  Rest  Exercise* 

Pretend  at  making  a  garden — dig  the  soil 
— rake  it — plant  seeds  and  water  them. 

What  To  Do  During  The  Priesthood 
Activity  Period. 

Make  a  poster  showing  how  the  mission- 
aries travel  nowadays.  On  the  poster  back- 
ground place  cuttings  made  by  the  children 
of  a  horse,  a  bicycle,  a  train,  a  bus,  an  air- 
plane and  an  automobile. 


Cradle  Class* 

Today  talk  with  the  children  about  the 
little  boy  Jesus.  When  He  became  the  age 
of  the  children  in  this  class  what  games  did 
He  play?  He  perhaps  had  a  ball — pretend 
at  tossing  it  high  and  catching  it.  He  was 
helpful  to  His  mother.  Have  the  children 
suggest  helpful  things  they  do  which  He 
might  have  done.  Show  pictures  of  children 
doing  helpful  things. 

Dramatize  these  activities. 

Sing  to  the  children,  "Jesus  Once  Was  A 
Little  Child,"  from  the  Primary  Association 
Song  Book. 

Take  a  nature  walk  around  the  block 
to  observe  the  leaf  buds  and  the  new  birds' 
nests,  the  new  grass  blades  and  other  signs 
of  spring. 


THE  FUNNY  DOME 


LAUGHTERS  NEVER  AN  END;  ITS  A  BY-PRODUCT,— Struthers  Burt, 


Well  Trained 

Vicar:  "I  have  never  christened  a  child 
who  has  behaved  as  well  as  yours." 

Mother  (beaming):  "I  have  been  getting 
him  used  to  it  with  the  watering  can  the  last 
week." 

Try  Quarter-of-Five  Next  Time 

"What  time  does  the  next  train  come  in?" 
asked  Robert,  aged  6,  of  an  old  rural  depot 
agent, 

"Why,  you  young  rascal.  I've  told  you 
five  times  before  it  comes  in  at  4:44." 

"I  know  it,"  said  Robert,  but  I  like  to  see 
your  whiskers  wobble  when  you  say  4:44." 

Undecided 

She:  "How  did  you  get  all  banged  up?" 
He:  "Skiing." 
She:  "What  happened?" 
He:  "I  couldn't  decide  which  side  of  the 
tree  to  go  around." 

I  Do,  Your  Honor 

Judge  (in  dentist's  chair):  "Do  you  swear 
that  you  will  pull  the  tooth,  the  whole  tooth, 
and  nothing  but  the  tooth? 

Practice  Makes  Perfect 

"Melvin-^Melvin!" 

"What?" 

"Are  you  spitting  in  the  fish  bowl?" 

"No,  but  I  been  coming  pretty  close." 

Hopeless 

Patient:  "My  wife  objects  to  my  sleeping 
with  my  mouth  open.  What  can  I  do  about 
it?" 

Examining  Doctor:  "Nothing,  I'm  sorry  to 
say.    Your  skin  is  too  tight;  when  you  shut      was  drowned  heah  last  week,  but  we  found 
your  eyes  it  pulls  your  mouth  open.  him  nex'  day." — Automotive  Merchandising 

(New  York  City). 
Colorful 

Just  For  Love 

A  well-dressed  man  had  sat  down  on  a 
newly  painted  seat.    Furious,  he  said  to  the  Pete — Have  you  ever  loved  before? 

painter:   "Why  don't  you  put  'Wet  Paint'  Silly  Sally— No,  dear.     I  have  often  ad- 

on^  your  seats?"     ^  mired  men  for  their  strength,  courage,  good 

"That's  what  I'm  doing,  ain't  I?"  replied  looks,  or  intelligence,  but  with  you,  Pete, 

the  painter. — London  Tit-Bits.  it  is  all  love — nothing  else. 


Put  To  The  Test 

Harold — I'll  bet  you  would  marry  the  big- 
gest fool  in  the  world  if  he  only  asked  you. 
Elsie — Just  ask  me  and  see. 

Dangerous  Curves 

"The  Lincoln  Highway  has  signs  all  along 
warning  the  petters." 

"What  do  the  signs  say?" 

"Beware  of  soft  shoulders." — The  Job  Or- 
der (U.  S.  S.  Melville). 

Indifferent 

Gus:    "The  horn   on  your   car  must  be 

broken." 

Mr.  -— :  "No,  it's  just  indifferent." 
Gus:  "Indifferent!  What  do  you  mean?" 
Mr.  — — :  "It  just  doesn't  give  a  hoot." 

— Annapolis  Log. 

The  End  of  Argument 

Son — What  does  a  "better-half"  mean, 
Dad? 

Dad — Just  what  she  says,  my  boy. 

Dry 

A  tourist  traveling  through  the  Texas  Pan- 
handle got  into  conversation  with  an  old 
settler  and  his  son  at  a  filling  station.  "Looks 
as  tho'  we  might  have  rain,"  said  the  tourist. 
"Well,  I  hope  so,"  replied  the  native,  "not 
so  much  for  myself  as  for  my  boy  here.  I've 
seen  it  rain." — Annapolis  Log. 

Lost  and  Found 

"Has  anybody  ever  been  lost  in  crossing 
here?"  asked  a  timid  woman,  who  had  hired 
a  boatman  to  ferry  her  across  a  river. 

'No'm,"  was  the  reply.     "Mah  brotheh 


DWNERETtf 


In  Case  You  Haven't  Tasted 
SMITH'S  FOOD  PRODUCTS 

They  are  most  appetizingly  satisfying,  de- 
licious, nourishing— AN  INEXPENSIVE 
DISH.  Ask  your  grocer  for  SMITH'S 
BRANDS— PEAS,  Beans— Tomatoes,  Cat- 
sup, Pork  and  Beans — Apricots — Cherries: 
Sanitarily  Packed  by 

SMITH  CANNING  COMPANY 

CLEARFIELD,  UTAH 

DINNERETTE— LA  VORA,  UTE, 
VICTOR,  ETC. 


Castle 


Coal 


USED  BY  DISCRIMINATING 
BUYERS 

Sold  by  the  Best  Dealer  in  Your 
Community 


UTAH  FUEL  CO. 


Salt  Lake  City 


ANEW 

WITH    MOTOR-DRIVEN    BRUSH    —    LIGHT 
EASY    TO    HANDLE— AGREEABLY    QUIET. 


For  the  first  time  all  three 
basic  principles  of  clean- 
ing— all  combined  in  one 
machine  —  Cleans  Better 
—  Cleans  Faster. 

Eliminates  tiresome  arm 
action  from  your  vacuum 
cleaning,  cleans  by  power- 
ful MACHINE  ACTION. 
The  lowest  price  ever 
asked  for  a  cleaner  of 
such  quality  and  per- 
formance. 

$5.00  down  —  balance  on 
easy  terms  —  Phone  for 
demonstration. 


Z.  C.  M.  I. 


Or  Any   Utah   Power   &   Light   Company  Store 

The  Eureka  Vacuum  Cleaner 
Company 

177  East  Broadway  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

Phone  Wasatch  47G4 


YOUR  Grocer  Has  FISHER'S  BREAD 

Include  in  every  grocery  order  Fisher's  Vitamin  D 
Bread.  Not  only  is  it  delicious,  but  it  supplies  essential 
energy  food  in  economical,  easily  digested  form.  For 
health  eat 

FISHER'S  VITAMIN  D  BREAD 

Product    of 

AMERICAN  LADY  BAKING  COMPANY 

The  Big  Home-Owned  Bakery 


SAY  THAT  YOU  SAW  IT  IN  THE  INSTRUCTOR 


HIS  EDUCATION  IS  ASSURED 

It's  a  wise  father  who  provides  the  protection  of  Beneficial  Life  Insurance  for 
his  children.  Such  a  father  knows  that,  whatever  the  future  holds,  his  son's 
education  is  assured — his  son  will  be  trained  to  hold  his  own  in  life. 

Consult  your  local  Beneficial  agent  to  learn  how,  at  a  nominal  cost,  you 
can  assure  college  funds  for  your  children  five,  ten,  or  fifteen  years  from  now. 

If  It's  a  Beneficial  Policy  It's  the  Best  Insurance  You  Can  Buy 


IHSVRA 


Home  Office — Beneficial  Life  Bldg..  Salt  Lake  City.  UTAft' 
Heber  J.  Grant.  President 


